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C O R N E L t A, &c. 



LETTER I. 



iJ'RoM Mrs^ Audley to Lucy. 

I' S E N D off a fervant exprcfs to 
ftop our dear Edmund, if he is 
not already on his way to this houfe, 
fo lately, the feene of hope and exulta- 
tion, and now of defpondency and 
wretchednefs, of wretchednefs produced 
from the moft idle piece of folly that 
ever was heard of. Alas ! my dear 
Vol, IIL B Lucy, 
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Lucy, all our high-raifed hopes arc, 
I fear, overthrown for ever. Seymour 
himfelf has ruined all, in a fit of intox- 
ication, or rather of frenzy. Surely 
wine was an invention of the devil, to 
render man an image of himfelf. My 
father takes the part I apprehended he 
would on the flighteft opportunity of 
this kind. My dear Audley is la- 
bouring with his ufual goodnefs to re- 
pair the mifchief that intemperance 
has produced ; but I am afraid it is irre- 
parable. Poor Cornelia is more dead 
than alive ; but, as the man and horfe 
are waiting, I will difpatch this imme- 
diately; and fend you particulars by 
the poft. I am anxious that you and my 
brother fliould now remain at home, as 
I am perfuaded your friend will not 
continue hereunder his prefent difgraqe, 

but 
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but will fly to you for confolation and 
counfel. 

No words can exprefs how grieved 
to the heart I am for this provoking 
deftroyer of his and our felicity, and 
ftill more for the unoffending fufFcrer. 
Farewell : the moment I have feakd 
this I fliall begin a full account of the 
bitter change in our fcene, as I know 
you will fympathife but too deeply 
with 

Your mortified, yet not utterly 
hopelefs aud ever affectionate, 

Harriot. 
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LETTER 11. 



From the same to the same. 

ALAS! my dear Lucy, I feel fo 
difpirited, exafperated, and be* 
vvildered, fo intoxicated in (hort with 
rage againft intoxication, that I can 
h ard ly colled fober nefs of fpiric fu fficien t 
to give you the fad circumftantial hif- 
tory that I have promifed. How very 
grievous is it to have feen the moft 
delightful of human profpe6ts fo fool- 
ifhly and miferably blafted in a mo- 
ment ! Ah ! my dear girl, what In- 
confiderate wretches are thofe captivat- 
ing men I I am almoft inclined to think 
you perfedly right, m having re- 
nounced 
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nounced them entirely. It is no won- 
der that the coniplaints of human in- 
felicity arc fo frequent. • How many, 
many, virtues, are required, to form 
that rare, mid lovely fpeftacle, happi- 
nefs! and how able is a fingle vice 
to produce in an inftant that com- 
mon and deplorable fight, extenfive 
mifery ! You will not be furprifed 
that 1 am funk into this moralizing 
fit, fince, as poor Califta fays on a very 
different occafion, 

Here^s room for meditation e'en to mad- 
nefs. 

Our prefent trouble is the more bit- 
ter, becaufe the prelude to it was q^ 
fcene of the pureft pleafure that I ever 
experienced, I muft begin by telling 
you, that yefterday happened to be the 
birth-day of the eldeft Sedley. Sey- 

B 3 mour. 
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J 

mour, who is paffionately fond of thU 
charming boy, requefted that the day 
might be celebrated with pequliar fef- 
tivity ; and that, to render it a, doubly 
jubilee, it might be fixed for the wed^ 
ing-day of Monfbn and Caroline : my 
father, who exults in all feftivity that 
carries a religious fandlion along with 
it, not only joined jn the requeft, but 

defired to have the pleafure of uniting 
this lovely couple : you will believe 
this bufmefs was readily adjufted with- 
out a dlfleutient, or even a hefitatiiig 
voice ; for Caroline, though truly mo- 
deft, has not a grain of prudery in heir, 
compofition. Seymour, who was re^ 
covered enough to attend theceremony, 
which was performed in the chapel 
here, afted as father to the bride, with 
his ufual elegance of manners; and 
vilibly felt emotions, not inferior to 

thoie 
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thofe of a real parent on the occafioa 
Here I wilhed not a little for you, my 
<iear Lucy ; for, as you think a wedding 
where youth and beauty are united, 
with genuine afFcftion, a very touch- 
ing drama, you muf): have ihed many 
delicious tears had you been with us : 
there was no creature prefent but our- 
felves, and five fervants of the family : 
my father read the fervice with pecu* 
liar energy and feeling, and the whole 
fcenc was leonduiSed with fuch devout 
decency, and univerfal delight, that for 
my part I wept, I believe, from one end 
of it to the other : how poor Cornelia 
was afFefted I really cannot tell you, 
fof flie very ingenioufly contrived to 
conceal her face the whole time ; but 
flie did notyefcape from the chapel 
without a vifible crimfon blufli, which 
ihe tender Caroline very innocently oc- 

B 4 cafioned. 
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cafioned. The gentlemen, as ufual, 
paid their compliment to the bride ; h^ 
as foon as Seymour had touched her llp^ 
this charming girl, who is perfedly 
the child of nature, dropt on her knee, 
jind, kiffing his hand, faid to-him, with 
all the enthufiafm of fimplicity and 

V 

gratitude, " May Heaven, Sir, foon make 
you as happy as you have now made 
your two grateful dependents ! I (hould 
(leferve to lofe the hufband you have 
given me, if I departed from the altar 
without uttering this prayer of my 
heart/' Moft of the party fmiled af: 
the native innocence and thankful 
energy of her devotion f Seymour raifcd 
and kifled her again in a rapture of re- 
ciprocal gratitude, while poor Cornelia 
\vas povered, not with one blufli, but a 
fupceflion of blufhes ; which I leave 
^Q\Ji^ my d?sr Lucy, to interpret as you 

pickle. 
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pleafe. You, I know, will interpret 
them as a fort of filent counterpart to 
the audible prayer of Caroline. Why, 
good Heaven, was the prayer of fo pure 
and fervent a fpirit to be rejefted ? Why 
was the well-deferved happinefs of this 
excellent couple to be poifoned fo 
cruelly juft in its completion ? — Poifon* 
cd it certaiiily is; for thefe good grateful 
creatures are too warmly attached to 
their benefaftor, to enjoy even their 
union, now they find he is unhappy. 
He has indeed made himfelf completely 
lb for the prefent, and perhaps for the 
reft of his days. 

I am called from my paper to attend 
my hufband and our affllded hoftefs. 
Adieu for fome hours ; I will refume 
my narration the firft moment that I 
?im at liberty. 

I return 
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I return to you, my dear Lucyr 
with a fpirit both faddened and coin-^ 
forted by what I have been witnefs tq 
fince I quitted my pen. You will joia 
with me, I am fure, in loving my dear 
indulgent Audley ftill better, if pof?' 
iible, than ever, when I tell yoi^ 
what pains he is taking to counteraft 
the horrid incidents of ycfterday which 
I am ftill to relate to you. Before X 
enter upon them I mufl: acquaint you, 
that my hufband has juftput Seymour 
into our chaife, to convey him in his 
prefent humiliated, yet ftill too fiery 
ftate of fpirits, to a fcene of folitude 
and friend (hip. They arc to pafs two 
days alone together at our houfe, and. 
return to us on the third ; this is a be-t 
nevolent proje£l of my huft)and*s, from 
which he has great expeftations ; I an^ 
to remain here with my father, and to 

keep 
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keep him, if poffible, in a fort of filent 
neutrality, that we may all meet agaia 
without any difcord ; pafling (to ufe 
xny dear Audley's parliamentary phrafe) 
an aft of indemnity and oblivion. I moft 
heartily wifli indeed that we could all 
iwallow a cup of Lethe, and entirely 
forget the evening of yefterday. As 
foon as I have fulfilled my promife of 
imparting to you in this pacquet the 
circumftances that have rendered it 
fo detpftable, I (hall ftrive with all my 
fpirit to banilji them, not only from 
py own remembrance, but from that 
of our poor Cornelia, on whofe tender 
bafom they have niade the moft deep and 
cruel impreflion ; an impreflion which, 
if it is, as my falher afferted, the provi- 
dent work of Heaven, I muft not expeft, 
and I (hould not vvifh, to erafe. But 
there is, as you and I have often agreed, 

a feverity 



^^. 



12 THE HISTORY OP 

a feverity ill his doftrine, to which I 
cannot immediately fubfcribe. I was 
at firft, indeed, moft bitterly provoked 
againft Seymour : he ought to have 
been more on his guard at fuch a time 
and in fuch a place ; yet fuch are the 
particulars of the cafe, that he feems 
to me much more entitled to compaf- 
lion than to cenfure, and I cannot help 
thinking it a barbarous fatality that 
made him wretched juft at the feafoa 
when the beneficent exertion of his 
many virtues had given him the faireft 
title to happinefs. It was the moft 
trifling circumftance imaginable that 
produced all the mifchief. You know, 
my father is no enemy to moderate fef- 
tivity; or, as your brother faid of him, 
he has a true prieftly relifli for an or- 
thodox bottle. As our ill fortune would 
have it, he chanced, two days before 

our 
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our humble wedding, to commend be- 
fore Seymour fome very rich and rare 
wine ; its name I forget ; it is not 
iokay^ Seymour recoUefted that he 
had a little ftore of it in his cellar, 
which a foreign . ambaffador had pre- 
fented to his father ; and he inftantly 
refblved to produce a hamper of it at 
the wedding-dinner, and to honour the 
birth-day of the dear little Sedley. We 
all exclaimed againA it as an impoffi-- 
bility ; it could not arrive in time ; no 
matter, it muft be attempted : you 
know the foible of our hero ; his ar- 
dent fpirit purfues even a Iportive whim 
of his fancy, as if it was a point on 
which the fafety of an empire depend- 
ed. His favourite fervant was fent 
off, and commanded to return with a 
hamper in a poft-chaife by the time 
appointed. The fellow travelled day 
2 and 
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and night; but you know the great dr^ 
tance of Seymour's country-feat from 
this houfe. The expelled wine did not 
arrive for the capital toafts after din- 
ner ; yet in the univerfal joy of the day 
it was hardly regretted. The evening 
came, and we were all fober and happy, 
though the gentlemen feemed a little 
elated by what they had drunk. Cor- 
nelia, however^ had drawn them from 
their bottles to her tea-table, to which, 
at my particular defire, the bride and 
bridegroom were admitted, for I was 
folicitous to fave the modeft Caroline 
from that jocular and coarfe feftivity 
which I knew would prevail in the 
lower part of the houfe : as it was^ 
my father put her once out of coun- 
tenance before us; it is ftrange that 
old men are always on thefe occafiona 
more grofs than young ones. Here, I 

. muft 
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muft do him the juftice to fay, our fa- 
vourite Seymour appeared to great ad- 
vantage. His converfation, though 
very lively, was delicate in the extreme; 
and thus far, indeed, it was a day of 
delight. It was now late in the even- 
ing ; but, juft as the tea-table was re- 
moved, and preparation was making for 
a quiet game of cards, the fatal hamper 
arrived. Seymour inftantly exclaimed, 
** Come, Doftor, you fhall drink the 
health of the day in your favourite 
wiae. Come, Monfon, it would be 
barbarous to pin a bridegroom to a card- 
table, efpecially as it is high time for 
the ladies to begin undreffing the bride. 
We will leave them to that ceremony, 
and drink to the general joy of the 
whole houfe below.'* With this feftive 
exclamation he carried off my father to 
his wine, leading alfo young Sedley in 

his 
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his hand. He promifed Corneh'a^ how^ 
ever, that he would onljfufFer the child 
to have half a glafs of the new wine, 
and reftore him inftantly to her care ; 
a promife which he performed very' 
faithfully, and in perfon imprinting a 
kifs on the fair hand of the parent, in 
placing the charming but tired and 
fleepy boy on her bofom. 

Would to Heaven he had taken as 
good care of himfelf ! My heart felt a 
melancholy prefage in the very mo- 
ment when he feized my fether by 
the arm, and I gave my hufband i cau- 
tion to watch over them both ; which 
he would certainly have done, had not 
a moft unfeafonable accident called him 
from the party. The happy Monfon^ 
who is as temperate as he is brave, 
could not be tempted beyond a fecond 
glafs ; after which, in fpite of their 

raillery, 
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rtillery, he ftdfe *w^y to the afm&of 
hb expeftiag C^troline. fe a few rfii- 
nutes after he left the company, my' 
dear Audley uras liioft unluckily m-* 
treated by the old Butter to terminate* 
a fooli^ qtiarr^l between one of 6ur 
fcrvants aiirf oi>e of Gorhelia*s^ Thts 
WIe fray detained hiril much longer 
than he was iware, aftd oh h& refeufii 
to the parlour he found Sfeymour arid 
my fath^ir both flufhed with wine, abd 
bsthftiliiilore heated by argument, with ' 
th(6 large F^airiily Bifble hying open be* 
tween therri'; my father venting his in- 
dtgnatibii with great vehemence againft 
the prophaiienefs of Seymour ; and 
Seymour 'playing numerous and unut- 
terable tricks of impious buffoonery. 
In vain did my dear Audley endeavour 
td^ put' them into good humour with 
each other, and get them quietly to 
Vol. in. C bed. 
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bed. Finding this impracticable, he 
conceived a defperate projed, of which 
you will hardly think him capable, 
but for which you will give him the 
more credit. This was, to make the 
two difputants completely drunk, that 
they might entirely forget what they 
h^d uttered againft each other, and 
lofe every trace of their religious dif- 
fention. He fays, he thought himfelf 
fupremely politic in this icheme, and 
was flattered with a momentary gleam 
of fuccefs ; but Seymonr, by an un- 
fortunate allufion to the marriage in 
Cana, rekindled the furious zeal of my 
father, who, after uttering the bittereft 
rebuke to the young intoxicated infidel, 
quitted the room in a tcnipeft of 
pious indignation. Seymour, whofe vo- 
latile fpirits were now raifcd to the. 

moft 
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inoft frantic merriment, wanted firft 

to detain and then to' follow him, 

• t • • 

This, hdwever, my hufband prevented, 
and by great exertions kept his wild 
companion from expofing himfelf to 
the fervantfi. Alas ! my dear Lucy, 
what a ftrange night of mingled joy 
sind horror- was this ! the different fcenes 
of it are fo deeply imprcffed on my 
mind, that I think they can never de- 
part^ from roy memory as long as I 
exift ;"and they will frequently appear 
as aftually paffing before me. Butyoij 
are impatient for the fequel. Well j 
after a little paufe^ and a few deep fighs, 
J will proceed, 

Cornelia and I had juft attended 
the lovely bride to her chamber. We 
had received hex Igift maidenly adieu ! 
and left the cjharming agitated girl in a 
fweet difbrder 6f treipors, tendernefs. 



I 
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and toars.. From her room we had rth- 
tired to that of ComeK^, where in^ 
twQ. little beds on each fide her own. 

♦ • • • ^ 

^d under one canopy, her beautiful, 
boys lay> [like two little angels, afleep^^ 
Our lovely friend, whofe tender nerves 
had been much afFe£i:ed in taking leave 
of Caroline, iibated herfelf at the fbet. 
of her bed, and looked, as I waa 
fancy enough to tell her, like t more 
haplefs heroine defcrib^d by Rowe : 

^^ Warm, tender, full of wilhes/' 

While I was rallying the gentle creature 
on her paffion for Seymour, and the 
great chance he would have of fuccefs 
if he could prefs her to an immediate 
marriage at that moment; while the 
dear candid foul mQre than half con- 
feffed that I was right in. reading the 
emotions of her heart; the doorfud- 

denly 
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deiiljoi^ied upon m, aad in rxsittted 
my father^ xb ^am the miftrefs of 
the manfioii ngamf): harbouring fnch 
an impbtts: wti^h as Seymour under 
her roofk 

Think, niy dear Lucy, what I en- 
dured at this moment ; and paint to 
yourfelf the fweet countenance of out 
Cornelia, changing at once from the 
foft exprellian of tendemefs, love, and 
hope, to the' troubled looks of fur*** 
prize, rdmorfe, and defpair. I endea^^ 
voured to hurry my father from her 
chamber ; bnC he was not in a mood 
to be either wheedled or controuled* 
He waa certainly a little inflamed by 
wine; yet his faculties were rather 
(|uidkened than impaired ; and though 
be fpoke with great aufterity againf): 
the favourite objed of our wi(hes, I 
tnuft oooifefa that I never heard him fb 

C 3 eloquent 
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eloquent in my life. He told Cornelii 
that, after the horrid blafphemies ta 
which he had beeai witncfs below, 
he fhould think himfelf deficient* in; 
his duty to earth and heaven^ if he 
failed to caution her againft the peril 
in which he faw her involved. He 
then reprefented the dangers of mart 
rying a young man of ftrong paffions, 
without a particle of religion^ with 
fuch vehemence of language, and force 
of imagery, that for my part I felt a 
cold horror ilrike through me, and 
poor Cornelia was thrown intp fobs and 
tears. 

When he perceived her weeping, he 
grew infinitely gentler in his manner^ 
and, folding her hand within his, faid^ 
with a parental; emotion, ?♦ I pity you 
from my foful : I fee to what excefs you 
love this alluringi this pernicious iat 

fidel 
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'^L And ho>v couid you do othe)r<« 
wife than love himf He is the moAfi^ 
ducing of mortals^ a man who niig^ 
eaiily tempt half your ftx to rnakt 
themfelves the greateft of wretches I 
But confKler^ my dear lady, what dig* 
nity and firmnefs of charader we have 
a right to exped: from you* I will not 
argue th^ matter as a point of reafbn 
amd judgment : but confult the beft 
flings of feniibility i look at thefe 
)ittle monitors (pointing to her chil- 
dren) and a(k your own bbfom if any 
partiality, any paffion, however found- 
ed on the moft dazzling of human 
attractions, can juftify you to your 
own heart, if you give to thefe inno- 
cents for their example, their guide^ 
their lather, an abfdlute monfter of 
impiety/* The feeling mother was al- 
ffMfk fufibcated by her teaiis on this 

C 4. ppinje4 
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^ntfii.3^iffi(^ ft> her «i4teroal cha- 
^^. ?fH^ag thai . gift Jiftd «o 
:)po«fer to fpeafe, i?in«J »}teg.(to own 
^fee tr^^h) l;hat (be j(hpuW:ftftj find m 
•Qpportmiity, 1^. !(hp fl>«<iW ytter fome 
.|if6C4pU*>e. rtef^ltttion, for wrbiqh we 
-fl[>jgh|t jiH be forry io a n9^^X moment ;. 
4 ymt1*>td te*:g^\§ with myj^thcr, nt 
4he i|iifniQ?iit h^war^l of enriging him 

jftiU laore, iii bebaif off {he.<Jejtf atorom- 

jjbje derrnqmanl- I faifJ* At \pfas cwcl tp, 
.jj^t fi f<p<v ivrof4fe however impious, Ul- 
-jC(?Fe4.by. .^a: iiijoKvcatod^'man, cancel 
4b6 merit oif ti^klons, not ow^jf fpjendiid 
is point pfprif.rofityan^courngie, feut 
> T^ngjgilfefi^ by tbe l^m fpijitof Cbrif- 
jli^A cbftiiity. . . In, (horfr, .1 was boW in 

^fe 4^^0169 Qf POOC Seymqufj an4 <Ji4 
,,Vnp)fi'««<A siffQ^ioaats? . jijftifje to tbqfc 

-y4r|w«^ ,by whiffe b« hfti raifcd ^mi- 

rfritf fehigb: in qqr ^jftcfeeJi* . Wiy falber 

■ ! -■ hear^; 
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heard me with a degree of temper and 
•patience that I did not expe^i:. He 
did not cmtG interrupt me ; but he faid, 
^s foon as 1 paufed ; " My dear Har*- 
noty I do not blame you for locxking 
with a fond and enthufiaftic admiration 
on the noble and captivating accom* 
plifliments of this dangerous SeynK)ur ; 
hut> truft me, to marry a young man 
pofieffing all theie attra&ions, and hid- 
ing under them a deep mafs of impiety, 
is exadly like building a delightful pa- 
lace in the tempting neighbourhood of 
Vcfuvio. For a while you may be 
charmed with your Situation ; the air 
is delicious, the profpe£fc enchanting ; 
but a fudden and unexped:ed burft of 
the latent fire converts the gay refi- 
dence of deluiive fecurity into a fcene 
of the moil terrific devaftation. Be« 
Ijeve me^ there is nothing in the humaii 

character, 
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chrarader, on which it is fafe to build„ 
bat the folid rock of Religion.'* Eii*- 
couraged by the mildnefs with which 
nay father had Kftened to me before, I 
attempted to moderate in fome degree 
the aufterity and intolerance of this 
maxim. By this attempt I unluckily 
rekindled his indignation ; and he faid 
tome in a very fcveretone^ ** Harriott, 
you are the laft perfou in the world 
who ought to appear as an advocate for 
Lrreligion ; have the gratitude and the 
decency, to recoiled, that all the rare 
bappinefs of your owii life arifes from 
my having given you a man of ge» 
s^uine piety for your bufband/' Then 
turning to Cornelia,, he faid, " Madamt, 
you know how ardently I love my 
child ; yet, I proteft to you before God, 
I would rather have fcen her fink into 
f he grave in all the bloom of her yputii 



imd beauty, tfakn t wotold have beflow^ 
^ her on &ich a x:hara€ter as I am iiov 
tsmcl^^vounng to caution you againft^^ 
He added • a ^horti - but impaffioned 
f^rayer, that lus caution (flight prov^t 
•eiiedud; and th^i, giving us both his 
benedi&ion^ tetired for the nightv 

^ As foon as we Mrere alone, our lovely 
friend feil upon my . tieck, and wept 
moft bitterly. She icould not yet fpeak^ 
hut grafped my hand with the vehe*- 
snence of a /poor creature in agonies of 
pain. There was at this time a coixs* 
€i£): in her heart ai}d foul, ttsore excru- 
ciating, perhaps^ than any maladies of 
die body. She traverfed her chamber 
svith an agitated Aep ; paufed,^ looked 
<a£ her children, wept, and walke4 
again. I tried to foothe her by making 
light of what had pafled ; by reprefentt 

^ it as a £bo|iih difpute over a bottle^ 

-' ' ' ' ' that 
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that wo^ild be utterly forgot tlie rfext^ 
4ay ; t>ujt the lovely angel i!eboked me 
lyith a look of diiplcsifure^ aud cx^^ 
claiAi^.dj " No, my dear Harrltrt, ybii 
luuft m)t da^ loiTger. flatter atid ctfttifirm 
^me in this criminal attachment. 1 do 
not vainly drive to hide from ybii with 
what excisf& of pafl5owi I love Seyttiour 
at this moment. Yea, I .loVd him 
with that frenzy, that, if only the Per- 
dition 6f my own Toul v^as hazarded 
.by:OMr union, perhaps I could not r©- 
jeft. him ; but for thcib dearer* fouls"--»-r 
Here Ihe caft her eyes again upon the 
jfweet fleeping boys t her voice was: fufr 
pended ; but falUngj on her knee^ at 
the feet of her own .bed, fo that (he 
had an equal view of the two childrox, 
and raifing tp Heaven, perhaps, the 
mod beautiful and impaiiioned coutfte-. 
nance that ever kpked up to its Cre^or^ 

ihe 
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die faid, with a trembling voice, ^^ By 
the Almighty God who gave me thefe 
ble£fed infants^ and by the dear faint 
whofe dybg injunaion commended 
them to my duty, I fwear that no 
tcm^ptations (hall induce me to make 
the impious Seymour their feeond fa- 
ther. I will never marry agaiu^'' The 
laAi words (he pronounced in a firmer 
and even a triumphant accent, for'they 
were the dilates ; of duty and paflum 
united* To facrificis the man flie doated 
ou to Heaven was a reiblve, which, 
though her mind was firm in its pur* 
pofe^ her lips could hardly utter; but to 
renounce all. the fex in honor of this 
dear vi£tim, was a fond idea in which 
her heart exulted; it was granting, un- 
der the maik and yet with the fane- 
. don of duty, a fecondary triumph to 
LoveL 

Ah ! 
3 
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Ah! my dear Lucy, do you not 
ftudder at the thought of what our 
poor lovely frisnd muft have to endure,, 
either iii keeping,, or in violating this 
precipitate wow ? For my part, I have 
the audacity, and I know, my good 
girl,, you will fupport me in it, ftil! to 
profefs my felf an advocate for this abo- 
minable offender* I, cannot bear the- 
idea 0f his being utterly renounced ; 
and I maintain that not only Love and 
Friendlbip, but Religion itfelf ought to 
induce u? all not to irritate and aban- 
don, but to foothe him^ and labour for 
hxs converfion- If we fucceed, and front 
the gentle, firm, and 'perfuafive fpirit 
of my dear Audley, 1 have great hopes- 
of fuccefs, the hafty vow of our dear 
righteous widow becomes void of 
Gourfe ; we (hall Aill be happy^andour 
liappinefs will be truly coeleiliaL 1 en< 

(Je^voureci 



^^avoured to calm our dear Cornelia^ 
by talking to her in this ftrain as fooa 
a'S,(hehadiiniihed her adjuration; and^ 
troubled as her fplrit was, it did not 
turn with abhorrence from this kind o£ 
confbiation. See, my dear Lucy, how 
well it is for a tender fcrupulous fweet 
foOl, like our Cornelia, to have fuch 
kind confide rate commentators at her* 
dhow as )rou and I are, when (he is 
in the ra(h humour of vowing a vow 1 
While I was admiaiflering to her the 
comfort which (he found in feeing that 
her hafty promife'to Heaven was ooa*. 
ditioaal, I heard a. gentle tap at her 
door. Behold my hufband ; " For Hea- 
vpn'g fake, faid I, what have you^ doo^ 
with Seymour ? has not this fatal wine 
made him frantic ?'* " Be not alarmed^ 
returned my good man, looking keenly 
^n the anxious eager countenance of 
I Cornelia^ 



^2 THE HISTORY ap 

Cornelia. He has, indeed, been a; little 
difguifed, by a flight exctfs in drink- 
ing : but this is not furprizing after his 
recent low regimen, and on fueh a; day 
as this ; his intemperance only prov^^a^ 
the affectionate warmth of his heaurt ; it 
is now time for us all to retire, ds I 
have put him very peaceably to bed." 
"Excellent, cried I, in a tranfport of 
joy, and now we may all fleep in peace.** 
In faying this, I gave a fignificant preC< 
fure to the hand of Cornelia, and we 
both wiflied her good night. And here, 
Lucy, I muft take ^ leave of you alfo 
with the fame good wifti. I can pofi* 
tively write no longer at prefent, but 
vtWI refume my pen early to-morroW ; 
fa once more good nights 






Not- 



Ndtwithftaiiding my ^refage that we 
ihould all deep in peace^ few mortals 
in health pafs a hight fo fleeplefs on 
their piliow as we did. Cornelia con* 
faffed to tile the next day, that fhe had 
hardly clbfed her eyes ; and as to Aud^ 
4ey and myfelf, we Wiere kept awake> 
firft by talking bver all the wild vaga* 
rles and extravagancies of Seymour in 
his cups ; and, fecondly^ by medltat* 
ilig on the beft jioffible method of re- 
tohclUng him arid my father^ and 
drawing good out 6i evil, I have aU 
ready told ydu the projeft, my dear 
girl, whifch your incomparable brother 
has devifed fbr this purpofc. He rofe 
early ,f awakened the poor linconfcious 
culprit into a fenfc of his trefpafs in 
th6 preceding evening ; and conveyed 
him from hence without his feeing- 
either of the two perfons who had 

Vol. 111. D mod 
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riioft reafon to be offended withlii 

« r 

odftdtrft. To both, Howevef, he fenti 
at'mybufbaridV entreaty, and by his 
voite, a very humble and fuppliant 

• r 

embaffy; and particularly to my fa- 
ther, whom he requefted to forget 
ei»ery fyllable, if any fuch were ut- 
tened, in his intoxication, that could 
dpp^ar in atiy degree offenfive or dif** 
j:^f|*£tful to his charader as a Divine. 
T<]f his gentle hoftefs he made the moft 
tfcnder apology ; faid, he felt himfelf 
U44iv«%rthy to enjoy the delight of .fee- 
ifig^ber the next day ; but, as he was, 
goi^lg to punifh himfelf for his tranf- 
gjitliioh by an immediate arid felf-. 
iiMpbfe^ baniOiment from her prefence, 
h^^t?^u(bed ht (hould find her, on his 
retufeo,' more ready to pardon him than 
he^w« to forgive himfelf. You will 
edfily^gu^' hoW thefc nieifages were^ 



) 

.> 
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received by the two parties to whoixi 
they were addreffe4, as you know both 
fo well. The tender widow faid, that 
no apology was neceffary to her : the 
rigid Divine declared, that none was 
fufficient for him. I have h^d^ ind^ed^ 
a terrible taik to keep the teal of my 
father within tolerable bounds:, but 
after along private fcene of argucpeilty^ 
intreaty, and tears^ on my part^ 1 ha\*4 
prevailed on him to promife rde thib 
he wUl fay nothing more to Cornelia 
on the fubjeft at prefent, I h^ve even 
brought . him to acquiefce ia my opi- 
nion, that the ftate of Seymour's^af- 
feftion, CO operating with. ?he eloquence i 
of my hufband, may probably prpduce ! 
a'^very falutary efFefl on, tlie creed of k 
this enchanting unbeliever. ;Heay^a , 
grant niy^ e^rneft prajfer, w^ tl^% point I - 
I "need not tell you with what anxiety 

D 2 I ex- 
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I exped their return. I wi(h it wefe 
poffible to give you an account of it in 
this pacquet, as I know your fi)lici- 
tude on the fubje<9: will not be inferior 
to my own ; but many anxious houra 
are yet to pafs before the time of their 
expected arrival ; and I have promifed 
you this voluminous hiftory by the 
very firft poft; you muft accept it, 
therefore, imperfect as it is in every 
fenfe of that word. Be afTured that 
you fhall hear again foon ; and believe 
me ever 

Your affcftionate fiften 

P. S. I cannot clofe the paper with- 
out telling you, that the firft fight I 
faw in entering Cornelia's chamber 
yefterday morning was our poor flcep- 
lefs friend, venting her anguifh to the 
frmpathetic bofoni of Caroline. What 

a con- 
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a cotttraftin their fituations! What a 
pidwe did their beautiful but differ- 
entfy impaflbaed features prefent to 
JIM ! it was Felicity com JTor ting Defpair* 
Farewell. 



LETTER III. 
From Seymour to Edmund Audley, 

YOU, who are io familiar with 
the paft follies of my life, you, 
tDy dear Edmnmd, will iiot be furprized 
to hear thst I bave again played the 
ft)ot more deteftably than ever. I have 
made myfelf a wretch ; I have dis- 
graced myfelf in the eyes of my ador- 
ed Cornelia. I am no longer under her 
roo£ I have commkted — but why 
(hould \ parcieulariflie my execrable of« 

D 3 fences 
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fm}^^$ to ydu, whrn you rhavo prober, 
biy lc9rat. (by me^ns of!.thfi.,womeitj 
who write about every thing) more 
circHmftances .of my mifconduflt thaa : 
I know myfelf. , , . i 

In a fooHfli defire tp ingratiate my- 
{^\{ with that odious high prieft Dn 
Ay ton, who loves his bottle poutifi- 
cally, I drank with him, on a double fef- 
tival that we have celebrated here, mi 
the birth-day of the brave little Sedley, 
ai]d the? marriage pf my fweet Caroline, 
till, the Po<2pr loft his, temper, and J 
ipy fenfes. All I can remember of the*,^ 
evening is, that we fputtered much 
piojis and.prophane nonfenfe in the. 
fap9 ,of e^^ch othef . Nothing could, be 
fo abfur^ ; nothing fq ill-timed; uo- 
thing/pin|wnous to my love, as thij; 
execrable contention. J loath the fight 
pf.winejf. a^d ^bhor. myfelf £6r *ny 
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foilyl ' i Tet I -"have' fodnd ah apSologift 
atida comforter, where I little exjie^- 
ed; tiiid l^fs perhaps defcrved to fincf^ 
hrmj;' 'tis wittr pecvrliar fatJsfadHori that^ 
I add^ — in your Brother. He has 
kuidJy hurried me from a fcene where 
I have expofed and difgraced myfeff 
fo cgregioufly, to his own tranquil 
manfibn ; with a thoughtful good- na- 
ture that proved him really your bro* 
th<^r. He fuggefted to me, that my 
bcft mbdc of apologizing for what I 
raoft bitterly repent, woqld be to with- 
dfiw for a few days, leaving only a 
conciltatory meffage for* the perfofis 
who have the greateft right' to be of-',^ 
fended by my grofs indis'corum. He" 
obfetvcd, that by thus giving 'the ih- 
fuited EH vine fuffircient time to ^r?)w^^ 
cooU> I ^m^ghtt>r6baMy induce HW^'W " 
foi^fet otiri*(jmteV^na By^ iheM'ig'' 
' ' P ij. . Cornelia 
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Cornelia that I punifhed rayfelf for 
my tranfgrcffion towards her by tear-? 
ing myfelf from her prefence, 1 (hould 
incline her to receive me with induk 
gence on my retura. By the force of 
thefc friendly reafons, your brother! 
drew me to his houfe ; we have uow 
been under his roof the better part of 
two days aloae, and during (hat time 
his inceiSant attention and kind behalf 
viour to me has been fuch, that I can-c 
ijot more ftrongly exprefs n^y fenfe of 
it to you, than by telling you the 
words I addreffed to him a few minuter 
ago, on our cloiing a private coafereace 
of fome hoprs. They were the words 
of Agrippa to Paul, ** Almoft thoa 
perfuadeft me to be a Chriilian T* 

It has indeed been the eager wiih oi 

his benevolent heart to mals^e me fuch. 

on this important oqcaiion ; and. if dither 

4 the 
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l!he impulfe of Love, or the argu- 
ments of Friendfltip, oouU induce mc 
to fecrifice my reafon or my fincerity, 
I (hould certainly either feel or profefs, 
at this critical jmiSu re, a perfe£k reve- 
rence for myfteries, which my fpirit, 
my dear Edmund, as weH as yours, 
has ever confidered as. a mixture of the 
unintelligible and" the ridiculous, I 
reverence, indeed', his ardent philan- 
thropy, ai>d I a^ice his happinefs, 
which is, as I freely allowed him, fu- 
perier to what you and I have ever 
enjoyed, or may ever attain ; but this, 
which he afcribes to his Religion, i^ 
ike kind work- of Nature; it is owing 
to the conftitutional equipoife of his 
p^iffions, and the peculiar felicity of 
hfe temper. He is a man whom fuper- 
ftitiqn camK)t fpoil*; and' this, as I told* 
h^trty is a grand pancgy rick ; for the 

very 
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very /b^eft Jcipd Qf 4*Jperflitipa isiafjt tet 
vitiate whatevefvit touches. I acn^iiofc 
fij^a th^t even the pure^ the leader* 
the generous bqfom of my Ccrmeti^. 
herf^lfcan refift its influeuce. 

At the inftigation of that rigid and 
aggcy prieft whocn I have [ fooli/hly 
mad? . my enemy, iflie may pierhaps^ 
rejedl. o^ie. fpr eyer-~reje(3: the very 
ra^, to whpm fljeis^ in truth, jatfach*? 
e4 t>y afieftion, by gratitude^ And ©vwy 
hpi^eft .erpQtipa pf hejT.fraiQe. MyJbml 
is.iu tuupiult at this i(]ea ! I am copr« 
fcipus.that I have deferved to^ exper 
riepcp fbme little portion of her anger* 
I wflut; no Gpfpel to tell rpe, that inr 
to5jii^3;igm , is a beaftly failing. I am 
ready to purchafc her forgivenefa, by 
renouncing intemperance forever; but 
I h^v^ too much noble pride to purr 
chafe even her perfon, though it is 
\ ■: the 
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the only jewel in the world to my api- 
prehenfion, by making myfelf either 
a fool or a hypocrite. We return to- 
morrow. How (he will receive me I 
know npt : but if (he treats me with a 
coldnefs and difdain which I am fure 
a«e foreign to her nature, I feel it may 
drive me to di{lra£lion«. Good heavens! 
to'lole fuch a lovely and loving crea- 
ture, juft when her delicious lips have 
half declared (he isi devoted to me by 
protefting (he would have no other ! 
Oh, the very idea is momentary mad- 
nefs I I will bani(h it from my brain. 
And furely the reality, my dear Ed- 
mund, would be too heavy a puni(h- 
ment for this offences, the involuntary 
^^nd repented offences, of 

Your affe£tioiiate 

Seymour. 
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LETTER IV. 

Fkom Mr. Aot>ley 
TO Edmund Audiey, 

I TRUST that my laft letter coti- 
viaced you^ my dear Edmutid^ 
feow finosrely my heart is cEfpofed tD> 
promote the wifhes of your engagitoig: 
friends His very failings have uicreaf- 
ed my attachment to him, as they 
ihew rae^ that, with a fpirk pectiliarly 
bcaevolent and gencnotas to others^ he^ 
16. a moft. dangetuus enemy to himfelf. 
My dear Harriot,, who really feels for 
him all the folicitude of a fifter, has 
given you, I conclude, a very melan- 
choly detaU of the foolifh and provoke 
ing: incidents that have produced a 
moft uncomfortable change of fcene in 

the 
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tfit houfc of our Cornelia. I brought 
Seymour to pafs a few day? with me 
in privacy, ui\dcr my own roof, for 
two reafons: firft, I was very defirous 
to prevent the renewal, and, ifpoflible, 
to annihilate the memory, of a furious 
theological difpute, which arofe be- 
tween him and Dr. Ay ton, in a luck- 
lefs night of intemperate feftivity. Se- 
condly, I cherifhed a hope, that in the 
quiet of this feqneftered fcene, and la 
many fucceflive hours of unreferved 
and friendly converfation, I might be 
fortunate enough to remove from the 
mind of this interefting young man 
the only obftacle to his happinefs ; I 
mean, that infidelity which feems to 
have faftened on his fpirit, more from 
the power of accident than from any 
natural difpofition in his charafter to 
produce or maintain it. It is with the 

mipft 
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inoft cordial concern I perceive, that 
xfiy powers of argtiment and perfuafion 
are too weak to accomplifli in your 
friend, my dear Edmund, as in you, 
that; happy conrerfion which I moft 
ardently wi(h to behold in you both» 
I have fearched as deeply as I could 
the fprings of incredulity in each of 
you ; and I find that thefe fprings are 
very difFereht ; but, alas ! they are 
equally powerful againft my with iii 
your behalf. RoulTeau, I think, has 
faid, that the faith of moft men is re- 
gulated upon earth by their temporal 
intereft* This, however, h by no 
rnteaMS the cafe with an Englifh gentle- 
roan of independent fortune, whofe 
creed bas fo little connexion with his 
temporal profperity, that many parents 
in thisjankof life, while they teach 
WQcldly maxima to v their children, 
V 3 - think 
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thfak it unnecefTary to burthen them 
Wtitb religious .ideas. Thus young 
mmx are Left to pick up fuch a reiigioit 
as. .Tina? and Chance may happen to 
^Qvd them. Their faith, of courfe, 
will greatly depend on their early con- 
mcscions in life^ and ftiii more on their 
par^cular humours and paflions. I 
think, my dear Edmund, that this re* 
mark, IS: very ftrongly exemplified in 
you and your frisn^ Seyhaour: in you, 
a^ I haire oiv^n tdd you, infidelity is^ 
t the offspring of a vitiated imagination r ^ 

in Seymour, it is the child pf an im** H 
periou« paffion, and, I fear, the'firm^ ^ 
,eft of paffions, pride. It |jleafed 
Heaven to give you, with aftrong un-^ 
derftanding, a much greater propenfity 
to ridicule and farcaim than i&eoitt* 
m^pnly united to a heart fo tender as 
yoHr,§ii.the applaufc very juftly giwft^ 

to 
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tb;^;f ojar mindy av^ alluatid ^uta^the ^ 
h^t^jtsof. couii<^,ering evea-thet njp^L 
feripiis objefls in a ludicrottf pojptxi^f 
vj^,; .yxuir firft^a^bciates ia. the-\yor4d . 
^v^r^ uufortun^ly men. i^ha tiffit&^r 
ChiiiliaQity .. wtth derifion % ypu ; were ^ 

ph^d^ xoy inctf^f^ thoit*. m^crifjjein;, 
by. jour, fuperior vivacity^ ^a^jb as ^hc ^ 
fiff a^,yoiath.a^>atcd^ ypuntiaturalgoo^ e 
fef}fey|4?ay ^d^or Edmuiidv:^W^i^H8i^f!i 
yo^jr op. thefe. articks^ J^gfW* dgg^c^^; 
of *caiidoji and rcferve : you^ccaiidiq j 
'»fe^ .-j^eligioa; but thft^^Vvpfijlr^r 
^9J^»/:.?'4 gopd.natVJ.rq qoi^fpif*^ ,if^j 
malje jyojU..dcfift frora a,{xca»£t^whiclv,; 






Wbkh lAtt hibit, too kmg indulged, 
b^dl iiiipi^eflred Qpcm joiir tttind. You 
QOtild^ iniccfd, ebiife to ridicule Reli« 
gion I kic y0d «oukl not oedb to think 
JfUl^ittii fi^tou^km?* The biai given io 
j^t ywthM fxticy «Fsis tm pdwerfal 
fof yott i««iib»^ ev^» in its ffiitiiritf^ 
ttf c^tSNFtadi { affifd bdw fitony men 
1m^ t/t feto tfnalble) iii advanced life, 

^tf , f^cldb m dthee miih but tha 

han^ifig btt»tf idly f«(lnpt^d to laoghr at 
^tftft iff ttMk yo^4v ! It id di^lieuh 
in iiui fefighteft ^f«(i Id britig tb« 
1^4ikflMh ptit- Ifib ce;bt!Si^pi«le #fi<b r^J 
V«y6!Bcii' Wh^i it Ivas onc« beeD accuf'^ 
to^atfedt to ti^6iat v^kh dle^ifiofi ; and H 
fci yttafftH, my Siar EditfuPnd, I- a«i 
Kdn^iAt^d^' ^ r haiHs o^eA fatd to yott, 
byM/Ofvv^ii^e^ual but a0«aidnat!d 
indetit6«Hr3 to efca«g6 itht^ caft of youi 
Ydft. III. £ mind, 
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mind^ that nothing but fome gre'at 
and uncxpe£ied calamity or fickneis ; 
nothings in (hort, but forae ftriking 
event, that may convulfe, as it werc^ 
like an earthquake, your whole bodi- 
ly and intdleftual frame, can take 
from your warped imagination that 
unfortunate bent which I have fo fre- 
quently laniented. With your friend 
Seymour I had flattered myfelf on a 
profpedt of better fuccefs : as his mind- 
has not been fo much under the faf-*' 
cination of ridicuki I hoped to find it 
more open to Reafon, I was willing 
to think that even his paffions might 
aft as my confederates ; and thaf Love/ 
which has fettled^ as you fportively 
faid, the creed of many princes, might 
help me to make a happy convert of 
him ; but Love, Ijfind, in. its warmeft 
cxcefs, is a paffion much weaker than 

Pride ; 



/ 
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Pridfc ; aft leaft it proves fa in ydur 
friend. - He dbats upon Gdriielia ; buty 
with a firmncifs of proud incredulity 
which I both lament and admire^ her 
will not purchafe even the, idol of his 
heart by what he cdnfiders a facrifice 
bf his ttwn dignity as a man ; nay, (a 
tenacious ' is he of imaginary hdnour 
in this pointj that if my long and re- 
peated conferences had really converted 
him^ he fays he (hould be almoft 
tempted to fiTpprefs his belief at this 
juncture, left, his friends fhould fup- 
pofe that Love had m^ade him an 
hypocrite in Religion ; fo vehement i3 
his deteftation to evdry Ihadow of du-^ 
plicity and fallhood- 
, It is impoffible not to lovea.charac* 
ter fo ppen^ fo ingenuous^ fo prdciht^ 
and fo firm, however deluded. he\m ay 
be: it'is equally impoflible (atlcaft fot 

E 2 a mail 
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«1 It BE tflBTOUt W^ 

^ - ■ • ■ ■ • » » .' • t ,» , . 1 ., ■■ 

a ittta^wha th mks ieirtoufl;f ftjf Mgf^« 
i^ to i«nib hiio, pajQeiOed (^ tho |i)t^y 
t^i^ which-.^o teadejr hiseftehfn^it^ 
, ^ualttiea no (ongeir iactgelMis vo hioif 
jWf. You, my dear b»acii«sf ^ h«vit 
bpth cxpQrienCQ mKl dKicretioiV I might 
e)^i;f|i^ fay, timidity, in the £0tl4ii& ^ff 
i^j,. taprate^j you igaitift tjb* jerif* 

Jit is f)otfb wjii:h^^0^ utii&fgwfsd 

isfv i(U he thrnlq^,^ uipd prtciffit^tte ia.ft)| 

^J^^pc^f he isr^ pecqiiJirJy ftxpo^; ^ 

..|^finaU(w^.cjf^fortu&e^ and tiie morp4[ 
ypflj^^OA, his .^i^lenr fi^urrtipa^ iht 

f j»prQ I aw dattnt^ f^ what k to €€ffiM; 

4;p As to 3fijyfclf,s^ he hai fcAited »^ te^ 

*■■*'% ■■■*■ •■»- 

f,^oii;ta)&B«uia<^y»|%it il^'opt^f^g his 

^^mehts df regard wiA which he hfcs ift* 





I 

I 

I 

I 



me 6)r himfelf. Nor can I be 



Ht^^tfAiiSt and cjccifivc in yfrotoohng 
jbhtixii^ of marry ing CofneU«9 coo^ 
fift^itljr with my confcience. I have 
fhe fiaceHi: good wifiies to them both; 
I ekurly ptrotivt they are fo deeply* 
mntboUKd »f eadi other, that they 
muftbet^fretichedarutlddr; yct^ if^ejr 
lite iaDite4« there is a prdfp^ of eqnal^ 
iahd ^hapsi V of fiipertor ivretchedndl^ 
frdttpdieit^ tmhapt^y difference "in the 
great ^attitile of Religion : an ^tidew 

le/KftB ii^dereal fo peculUfiy ttnpbr- 
t^bt'to iSbroelta, ttiac I qcKfti(sa'>th* 
'fl6fed: if "Scyinbur, with the united 
^(^^ dF^M ami FriendOiip, 'With 
fik <Wn'' aHrsdHons, anrf my recom- 
^^e&ai^ari (if r 'dared -to recbWyten<l 
^) b^Utmitkph, mthotrt a eihange 
itj'fji^^efetdV ovtf tHe felfopil^ldtii piety 
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or my lovely ward. lam aha^oft con« 
vinced that (he would peri(h in thofe 
wafting maladies which are apt to^riie 
from vehement difa pointed a&c£tion, 
much rather than gratify Her heart by 
a violarion of her duty ; yet a woman, 
a tender, young, and impaffioned wo* 
man, is, vye all know, a frail creature; 
^nd perhaps I ought to take the mpft 
determinate fteps to fecure the ' gentle 
being, bequeathed to my care, from a 
trial lb perilous and levere/ 

I am truly bewildered by the vari- 
ous vexations, perplexities, and dangers 
on every fide.. I feel, however, that 
my mind has gained fome little relief 
in thus copioufly unburthening itfelf 
to you. I am fure you will be ready 
to co-operate with me in what I moft 
wifh at prefent, which is, to keep 
Seymour as quiet as poffible ; any preT 

cipitatQ 
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ctpUktt importunity in his addrefies juft 
now would be very cruel to Cornelia, 
and muft, I think, be ruinous to him« 
felfi He appears not a little affeded 
by the fiucerity of my zeal for his hap- 
pinefs, and he promifes to be guided 
in a great meafure, as to his prefent 
condufl^ by mc ; but I perceive the 
impetuoiity of his fpirit,' and am pcr-r 
fe(9:ly aware that it will be very diffi* 
cult to keep him from afting accord- 
ing to the fudden and accidental im« 
pulfe of his imperious paffion. As you 
are the only perfon in the w^orld pof*- 
feffing long and confirmed influence 
over this impetuous youth, pray let 
your letters to him be perfuafive leflbns 
of tranquillity and patience. By gaini- 
ing time, we may do much for his 
good. I fhpuld tell you, he has made 
one generous and important conceflion • 

E 4 he 



> 

yit^^s devoutly u (\ut ai^ I t»f^jHiid% 
W^^.' Hf will »f ]?«r iiMfli^fwdiwttlk 
^ w^^igipn «f his wife or. ber frtiilji 

h«p^iqr far b^ing gQo4 CbciftiaoB f Qr^ 
4iy?jco^fi%nt^rc TO?a, thf y uriU f akt 
^[paina to fn^dic^f:^ firom their owa 
1)91/3/^ tbpfe early habits and pro^Kidtcmf: 
^i^ h^^vjp baldened theo^ ag^mib a 
f^^h^ ^hofe beneficial iudiieaG<r onthct 
happinefs of its true profeiTors thej 
f:afi^jy)f .; apknowledge.: 

But, left you (hpuld thif^k lam givr 
ing you a fermon without eod, my 
dear f^dmund, I will only add, that 
ve return to*morrpw to Sedley^ihall i 
and that I propofe on tha following 
4ay tojepove the whole party to my 
houie ; for which I have an excollent 



ji&tJWh3wM"us^ jnd 'colfeitJg, sis' fK© 
fajFfc-iteia^ftiutJy flotfc' that*! fKti&cf fto^ 
her: bcw/' witti a refolutioti ttj roK- 1!^ 

aiia. di'akt ^ a • toft<}ttcft of' the falttrft' 
Sftyi«\owf'^fof'>h^r{felF.-'>'Wh^ther'HMiJ' 
fttccee4 or nat, ■'y^ m\\ htlafc^iW- 
in dire' jjtoier Arfcept my bcfnddlftJdw^ 

ypuf affelaipnate brdtiitilt ' 

li-ri.i .I.hs vi'!:- -iiv. r .> :if in i \ii)b 
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LETTER V. 
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From Seymour toEdmvnd Aupley, 

BEHOLD me, dear Edmund^ rc- 
ftored to Sedley-hall; and my 
good genius hinxfelf feeoied to hail my 
return, in the (hape of a fervant, who 
informed me, as your brother and I 
alighted at the door, that JDr. Aytoa 
is gone to London. I could not help 
exclaiming, in the words of Macbeth, 

" Being gone, I am myfelf again/' 

In fober truth, I greatly dreaded a fe- 
cond meeting with this ftifF piece of 
orthodox aufterity. I neither chofe to 
play the fervile penitent, or the hypo- 
c:ite, with him ; nor to let him play 
the infolenl; fchool-mafter and tyran- 
nical 
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iiical bigot with me. I thank my 
ftars, that the tidings of a tottering 
mitre have hurried him to the metro- 
polis, that he may watch it as the 
witch does the drop on the comer of 
the moon, and ♦' catch it ere it fall to 
ground/' 

My dear indu^lgcnt Cornelia has rc» 
ceived me with that graceful gentle- 
fiefs ^hich is {o peculiar to herfelf J 
and (he made fo kind a reply to my 
repeated apology -fbr my late tfanf- 
greffion, that, as I told her, I felt the 
various pains that I have fafifered from 
my folly delightfully repaid in the 
fweetnefs of her pardon. There is in- 
deed a delicacy in the manners of Cor- 
nelia, vvhich I never found in thofe 
of any other woman, and which is 
the rcfult of her genuine, unafFe£l:ed, 
and temperate fenfibility. The whole 
2 fex 
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tWo claiTes, tke lively and tbe fenous ; 
itr|^ firfl&oifceii overwhelm u4% tWif 
vivaqity, ahd^ th^ fecon^ by ^theif 
clbomj. But CorDclia is a per fe<St nitor 
4e»^f the tru^e happy medium* per 
aiety |s as mild and benignant a& thf 
"mil^ pf an aqgelj and her mcjancihaif 

bii^ tenderncfs *and love. Su4:h fl>f 
^ ii appear^ tp mjp on thf OTany,mfitiy 
reBeiSiions which Ihave made iq vari^ 
(n;$. hutpours on fhis incon^parable 
yroin^n f yet | mufi acjd with forcpw, 
Ih^t although her firi^ repeptibn of aw 
Was ehchantingly gracious, and per^ 
fe^ly fike herfelf|. in {ome tatomeote 
fincq rciy return I have ihou^ht | -per^ 
cetvc3^ a n? w ch^ara^teif creeping like H 
tuid over her mind* Kef natiy^ eaft 
K^s 'how ^nd thcd jpiiang^d %q aco|^ 
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tfid ftateljr poritencfs, th« ftiruck like 

ft falling l^cle ^tk my boibftt.. and 

■'-•'- *' • .■'... • ; '■ ^ ' " 

1^600^0 both to kcerate and to petniy 
my heart/ I could not lielp^ whilTper-^ 
ii!|; ft> her^ though there was compan)^ 
in tht room *^ If yoa treat me with an 
iiir df proud irvdifterente, yoii will ireVy 
feon ttiake a madm^u Of me forlife.t 
1 believe (he was both vexed and oleafetl 
oy thii intimation ; it had certainly $ 
Aappj* mpuence oiivher h^haviddr ^nd 
toy feeFinfifsj for ilhe never fpoke'to 
trie after^vard? . but with fuch a fort 
nefs of voice that the tones of it fmJ 
Ihro my louL Oh, Edmund^ this deir 
witeious woman muft he mine^ or my 
^ffe wiirnot be Worfli preferving i \ 
WhatlVas paffed in our fhort abfence 
1 natte~hot yc^ learned ; as, I have p/ily 
jftad a few eneour^iging looks from my 
jVtry good fiwrid Mrs. Audkjr, afid A 
5 brief 
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brief exhortation from her not to'bd 
precipitate^ but refign myfelf to Hopei 
and Heaven* She is an indulgent 
kind creature; and (he has been, lun-^ 
derftand, very warm in my defence^ 
at the hazard of incurring her righteous 
father's difpleafure. Yet, much as (he 
is my friend, I cannot depend on her 
imparting to me expUeitly all that I 
want to know* But I have one fure 
channel' of intelligence. As foon as I 
can get my grateful Caroline alon<&, I 
am confident that her gratitude will 
induce her to reveal to me all the fc* 
crets of the female cabinet, to which 
I know (he is admitted. It is fortu- 
nate for me, that (he and her happy 
Mon(bn are to return with us and the 
ladies to your brother's. He has kind-* 
ly iniifted on carrying us all tohisowrt 
bofpitable manfion to-morrow, where 

he 



CORNELIA SEDLET. 63 

he cxpcfS:^ to find a niece of Mrs. Aud* 
ley's, from Ireland, a lovely girl, they 
iay, and wonderfully like Cornelia 
ia form and the fliape of her features^ 
but not fo in the expreffion of her coun- 
tenance, fince vivacity is the charac-- 
teriftic of one, and tendernefs . of th« 
other* Mrs. Audley has been jelling 
with me, concerning the beauties of 
her niece, and a defigu, which:, (he 
fportively afcribes to her^ of m^kiug a 
conqueft of me. By Heaven, I thought 
that Cornelia, who overheard pai:t of 
our difcpurfe without our intending 
it, turned pale at the found ! O Venus I 
if this foft creature (hould really love 
me well enough to grow ferioully jea- 
lous of a young Irilh hoyden I if (he 
does, I defy the devil himfeif, and a 
legion of hi^ love-thwarting priefts^ 
to keep us afunder. But I muft bid 

you 
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yait wry mMy ^Sicti. IftdefedlftouW 
itot hzv)i WritttA till we dre* afi C6ik- 
fortabljr fettled (ot a few weeks if 
Audley grove, harf I ntff fhdnght y6ti 
would be ^articcilarly anxious fbr art 
account of my reception from th^ dtaf 

offended hofterfs of this fttaftfion. i 
was eager alfo to inform foti of the 
feafonable departure of the odious high- 
priefti and the profped, or rather the 
glirtrpfe I have, of new ;fnd 6iq\i\{ite 
deRghtj tinder the friendly' roof of youf 
brother^ Among all the joys of itf 
ciiraptared heart there cart be none fu-^ 
perior t0 (hat of raifing a fweet ^mpaf- 
fioned woman, whofe fond imaglrta-^ 
tioit has plunged her in the torments at 
jeartotfs terror, to the paradife of tfan- 
qutl ah<J confident af!e<fliort. Fare- 
well ; an^ fail not to Wifh that the 
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'"^^^^'^^'^W^mkgv.A ^r,: 

lot .-l' ■■■•■■ -:■■ •-.••SfiYWW»».?/ 

IfapM' Mns* AvwBy , to ■ LupViffiif,"? 

• 1 

^ '^^ > 1 ,J .... ..'.,*/ ' >l ' 

pUR gOQd»pat»r«d hearJ^. flpynd 
r s*!^.*^ I^cy» will Kcjoice iiJiljjfti^r.. 

coi^f(gl|, though iam^aji^^a»wc||,jp 

of .^isfadUop ; for jbe incident | mcao 
Vol. Ill, F i, 
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private buikiefs, |6' London* I troft 
tl^at I.cevejtt bim as much as I oug)it 
. .lm}Oi aftd I ap fare I do full jtiftice to 
Ahp ^oodnefs 6f his intentions ;- yet, to^ 
-.HWn the truth tojyDU,^^^ no Reader Mils^ 
^jKatphiog for an opportunity to receive 
i^ Iqyer in private, ever heard the de- 
i.^axiting wbeeh of her father^ earri^ge 
^ l^ith ipoi>e h^ai:|:«feU fdtts£aii3;|c»tt thaj| t 
.^id. I had tertified myfelf with the 

iihim lh«f. by bwpg 9^igktfmi jfVfr 
fimk^ t» wottW riMn, oQt wly tha 

V Cof "«Ua i.y^k^ '^. it WiOcceiTary ^t kft 
''((*]^«9h,He?^T(?», fpfbid l)r i(h»l hot »|k 

^i^iffeV «»»fiLl>e, ^j>t^^ jd»ri(|g. thK 
..Siufl ^p^)-^Q9* vrkb;a:geittj|«nii^.aiid; 



Ito idiBMible and impetldii# iftftgfH^ 
#ir my iatlidr. But h«'^^i$' gdcte/ iMIcI 

wiihitit d f)TO%#a of tdtHvtiteg hknaf $ 

)|ftl^ Will b^tri^d«tt06gb toei^tahd} 
«».H«a*«5tt ttt :j)tsafedr-^ have iftll 

^bflfeftlii^il irlBfUfiidd, add ticitvrei, mi 

Ibrgivfti ^ Wh6tb«r «b)r ^eod nftati tBts 

" t«daght hltifl h9!k to o^ «tafftly WHittt 

^ ^Mw Wift, ^ MnftdC infbrm you, tH i»t 

^jikiVimzf6 all ftfol^rldg (d dtitiimp. 
'My titecfr L0UI& lir by this ttai6 -at 
- Attdidy Gfdvet ddd <M^ who)6< jMtrty 
in to ni^iaitn to oiir houiJ», for thi b^<* 

-WirMipiAoa Of thilf iiSharAftiog f^rigAt* 
^ ly ^tK n^ho has <if Icfhgjfb obtained the 
''-jperinilDdn of her feth<if «o {Ktfs a few 
^<litotfl)i)^ififiai^ii$:< Shit i» ^tftdt^tti^, 

» ' Fa (he 
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Aie &y s, to fet her cap at y6ar gallant 
and princely Seymour. Do you not 
tremble for poQr Cornelia? Alas! what 
hypocrites we weak women would be; 
if we could, to one another, and to 
ourfelves ! Would you believe that our 
caiv^id friend, on myjefting with her a 
few minutes ago abopt Louiia and 
Seynaour, had the hypocrify to fay; 
ihe wiflied it might bqna mattb ! On 
my anfwering her only with a keen 
glance of penetration and reproof, (bo 

. burft into tears, andfaid, with hei; na- 
tive ingf^nuous tendernefs, ^* IJri'Oe h 

wijh it ; but I cannot,'' 

Here (he coaies again into my r6om» 
I fuppofe with ibme anxious enquiry 
concerning thi& formidable. Louifa; but 
of this, and all other interefiiug mat^ 
tera, I will wtiteto you, very foon 
after my retuni ; atprefcnt leant only 

add, 



a4iiy ithtt Gdrnelia deures to beindft 
kindly ^rerk^isabered to you ; and that 
I. am, tvith much better hope^ tfaao 
when i otded my laft pacijuct, > ^ 

your affedtionate fiftcr 
'. ' -^ ' ;' * . Harriot AuDLEr# 
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FitOMElDMyNDAupLEY ToS^YMOUR.' 

Y<0 U R letters,, my dear Seymour, 
have aSed as medicine upon 
my fpiHts, in ithe ,courft of an illnefs 
i^oito whicli I have rclapfed,-' and from 
which I aift onoe more recovered. 
Sometiiiaes indeed the medicine was 
UM ftrotig?forthef)afeient ; and at dne 
^riod my anxiety* for you, and my 

F 3 terrors 



«fiiftr<i4^lte .nervous i«i^«f, .)«y^i«kbi^ 
health ^d, comfort*. But .the; hight 

pric(^$ moA i<a|j}fiai?te i^epartpre, and 
(he very cordial r^sgardwhicti I 919 
iiow doubly auured my brother had 
'conceived for you, infpire me with 
fah>i;ary aod enlivening hopes. 1 ckar-; 
iy perceive th|t: thp .cgpricioys Godr 
4efs QbodTfor'tune. is hafleoing to 
,embi^ce you, ap«} complete ymr ha|^ 
cpimeis.; 'Do not, I conjure you, in 
,your tmpetu^^ i^^tf^k tp noct herj 
itgat)th«, feir Pivu»ty b«i?k wards, gftd 
^§fmifWi\i iiM^r jf«t(»de<l< hennryi. 

,j.wV€aii4pd^mfi, {|» ■ufwfli iiHU fcady 
tO'lwd. ^9u with o»tifipnitfjr (o\uUH^ 
v«dl. >iii.4mth« »jr 49ftr(9ft •friivad^ ;| 
|i9wr<kiMMr a^y p«ri«d ioi youc «V)eo|- 



iilt jt ktore AmdoiBi ddKti-e^ to tixaam'm 
jg&stiG-^e!a»h .over- -thenative- {»fcdpiun«> 
l^idfyMV %irit. Indeed, in {traipor* 
tite'tts^u &tivc «d!ranc«d in that ^H 

flAefe, f lliiVie :ftdc more «ttd mcM ioHt- 
I^CK^ M'oM haty -^ilfs ilep ihowfal 
i*^iir>-yOQr itBdishing the )Ob/o6b!vf 

ilfevUdv«r timtAfi(icMljr-it may found to 
/jratt 1»Mh it) «kpre^n atid fentiment, 
m4kmdOt:iA is y<(>ur fur^'v^ay td gdt 
fbrward. Yoa 4iav« gained the heart 
'4ii^-the viKithmi you leive; yov fiave 

gata«d tbe ftiendChip'of 'rhe<|iian,who& 
'fitbacinn, 'Sttd, aUow me tX9 fay, wbo^ 

frrtaes giveiittnt^farr tkle riainfta-' 

'■''' ■ F 4 as- 
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i|9^}f(Hi am bjr bolih, tbcy ar^boliivcrjr' 
£L)ii^t)f (-certain apprehcnfioris concern^ 
inQiymi if^hy auy raih »ndpg(iiw»t» 
attempt^ (^ accelerate the eveat for 
tvhijbh you are foeagef) )^amcreal(r 
4nd etiafperatc thefe affirehenfians/jLlytt 
cDi^equence mufl be uistfyerfal wretf^T^ 
jedqjtfs to us all ; but if^ on the other 

ivki^ym aft with the^geAcroBajfoo* 
:bjHM(l^ce: tl>at I am now anJently ^jce^ 
Xfliwnaen^ing to you^.tbeit fears wiU 
jgy:ft4ually evap®5ate ; you will appear 
t^/jt^eti) the >difinterefted^ affectionate^ 
.»84 -g^froufl being which you reaUy 
ai^.j ypqr fuccefs muft. be inevitable^ 
fince.y^ hdffc no rivals to appr^htndj 
^%4. i* ^l^s fccuringyour pwn hip-» 

: ^l <fould .mflxrthat my ? gpod • brqtlwCi 
h»«J Jii^^^fe^e^fsfeilrio MiP.very «taloi» 
cijNdj^vours for your converfion* Sbce 

it 



C OHHK t K 1 A 8 S It^IiiBfy. 73 

ycfeiv reflexion how far ittti^y^icMiH 
fiftent, I will not fay witi»f>ro<ledtt^ 
Amt^ I know you deipife^ .^at coldU^^^ 
blobdcd quality f but with loi^e^ ho^^ 
ttaKu:^' and geneotHity^ to -affvifte aah 
appearance :of/ that ocreed wli^h 'yoinr 
miftrefs and your fmnd hzvt^iMc^^ 
tioiiatQly wdibsd ta idipmfrtipon ybuf « 
mifid^ It is noe^Heis^ I truft, to kib^ 
yova^ that I iia:9e:»i.abhGrftnaT 'as yo« 
hement a» yotit ^own lbr'ailltUe<mrtt: 
o^aifonlid and>reififl) hypcki^; ( $at 
\yheii diflimttlattoa, is praAifod £pr.nb 
purpofe but to enfure the tranquility 
bbd happinefe of; tfaoie 'we lore/ k 
ought (ureijr to l;:^ the /name 'di^ 
tharadicr of feafeoeis, and to be ranked'; 
ainong ^hc. tdM^tk lor virttiei ; ' it &s 
tbctt'dM 4¥e<ntay fpdak of Mhood iil 



tll< iTpiiioed kiagMiigi. of Tidlb, nut 

JM^Jj^ .fey #". *• »* •• •'. -' ••• 

J ^^ikt^t^ixm m«h@g(fa) <>r qui^664^^ 

->,- Si ilviero" .•::. .. i ^js 

* ^^ fti§igoianiilik>U9 fatfluiod ! whtto iitfuth 
; fo hi!i9«uifiil : to Jto mifit. the prclqmf« 

■ CO itiM£ 4> ' ' • • 1 • 1 « < ' <■ 

.iI<luoCe an Italian pMUfita fliiear jfoa 

10^-, lea^kitd it^ » n I ; ought ; tn . liaw 
4(str^ iitif:tlupi)l)tppier d^yis of Qiiii^ 

/ .l^cnfc litn jMmrfitoatkn^ I ihoald 

^1^4 a^invvdldus'^ightmc^ri^ing 
fi^jm «ifl9£lioaa(e iUdfion in thditnici4 
fi( ^iy:4lS^|}xpf€. 'H Ihbui)d exult in pcr« 
i^^iog bervthatihe hfad nudem&errery 
|;bipg 0iew.i(hed; how charming muft 



k^ .t» gratify the Ibkid pr^ «^ fii^ 
ibu], in making her believe ' tll^ 'hf 
th^-teodcracis which fnioifteredtd your 
(artlily pkafbne (he was literaity leading 
yoti to Heatcn ! How exquifite inaft 
thi& -foft i&atur^jofi jdurr ComelSa* ap^ 
pMfy when animated With the milled 
fire of. triumphant piety and gratified 
fftjftioiil Truft. m«>^ my disaf -Sby<« 
nffKff^ tlxyjb ha^ipf rogues (wUeffifii 
hjQpocirites or ooc)FihU7e had Chi ^^li^ 
tft^eojbymeotctf •^mn«0^ wtio hdVe'lsJl 
the > ait; to mix DMorbh wifh^Ldl^^i 
{ ;eai)not fay J have grtfat hbp^^ of ^tiif 
regaiiding my fuggeftions to yofi'cfft 
jAttf Jibjca ; for ikiiottr ydti hivfc^ch 
a'fOfnfDitic attaohtiibnt to t¥tfth; tlfa^ 
ywi vv^uld inrfoer iiit4ce yoBrfelf riiifi^v 
ienabte for l\krbf-^\^ri0^' wiUfhih 
C«ufefcend i co be ufofuJty diid' '' hvdk 
^^af$rpu%Jietd«M What jst-f^y it 
9! is 
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is that the mod bbAinate votaries are 
thofe.of imaginary virtue. 

; I caft eafily conceive hotv ywi 
«vould exult in raifing a little jealduft 
^ppif^bienfion in the foft bofom of Cor- 
nelia : but have a care, my good 
friMKl S do not,, by attempting to wa^ 
ken je^loufy in one tender hearty in-* 
3dvt?rrrwtly throw an amorous ilatne 
tfito atiother. You are too dangerous 
a fellow to trifie with an artlefs and 
glowji^; girl of eighteen. ThoOgh 
Louifa Mount-maurice, from the pir« 
culiar fprightlinefs - of her chara&er^ 
might be more able to defend her hearr 
againfl your iufinuating attra£li(kis 
than the melting Cornelia ; yet pray 
remember that this niece of your good 
fiiend Harriet is compofed, like the 
reO of her fex, of combuftible: atoms j^ 
am! db^iQt iuffct yaur Cupid to ihake 

his 
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his torch too near her* As to the a4« 
vantages you feemtoexped from mak- 
log Cornelia jealous, I have many 
doubts on that article : doubt, yoit 
know, is the charaderiftic of my mind^' 
and decifion of yours. I think much 
evil might arife from it, and a conie*^ 
quence dirc&ly oppofite to what your, 
quick fancy has fuggefted. But I wiU 
not pefter you with all my thorny coa- 
jeiSkures on a contingency that . will 
hardly happen. I muil, however, in- ; 
{otm > you what your very zealousi 
friend Lucy fays on your idea; ihft 
enlrreats you, whatever degree of plea^.v 
fure or influence you may exped to4e«^ 
rive from it, never to purfue fa barbd*^ 
reus an expedient. She fays, wh^-Jt) 
am- convinced is ftridly true, that your 
fair^one's heart is already as eptinely* 
yours as Love can make k ; and why^. 

OipuW 



i 



JUvcy gof^fo far aift ta afErm#^a05^.r 
^%^ader widovv bflanotftrengthofriiiH^ 
iOr body fufficieoD^ to ftipport tlie pm^U 
-qfxht^ m&& eKcrueiatmg paffiottl a^xl 
' if you make her really )eakKis k» 
t{ie prefe&t perpk^ced &s^e of her fpl^ 
-tits, you mud iaei^itably deftcoy ehbef 
7ibf r life or her ienfes* Though i 4o 
jiot q^ke iubfcf iioei to this fearful i^ 
itfiimy iifkj?!^^ 1 cannot halp j^niug 
k^c Ui co^Mfing you to bo cautkitti:* 
BaiafliWdd, my deareft friend^ that if" 
i. |;ou wtU b« hut tcaiiperate and pttk0t^ 
u»ii6 ]f cKi wiU ouly allow iti^tent time 
-Hit that Love which as certamly tl^e 
jyredoQiiinant ^paObn of hftr ^ fOttI to 
fcbdueipiod ^:«qpell .the terror fchali ytt 
ailbfnrstita ity yo^ \^ill foon odake het 
yottr wife upoH the terms that are 
^ ^ J mod 



4Bod agreeable to your own manljr fpv* 
rir« I am apprifed of the generous pf'dK 
|rofal& which you have made to my 
brotbf ff oootemlng theedtfra^n ot 
ber children ; and, truft me, both your 
^^jfimnoA het himcft privy^eouciMor 
will (if yo^ do not perfdex them: with 
yi3U£ preeipttMicy) aequic^e Hi tbi» 
diefimbte unioo^ on the ground t yott 
pnipolk^ Buti Aheir acquii£«fice tcrajft 
^ be thfi work o£ deltberadoti and of tioib. 
I; will now rekafe you ftom this tedi« 
Otts Ifl^lure i, but let me once tnoro ft« 
peal ckui eatreaty^ for I ^)eak both In 
LucyV namo apd my own, that y«ii 
iKtil not make yourfelf wietcbcd by ttx> 
greats an eagerne^ ta ba ltappy« Pit* 
dob the prolixity of ynurtimtdy alfir^- 
1 cittaterprcceptoc ;^ aadrbeliciro ms > ' i 
7 7 ' : • ; )^ •:. i^- •' i Evex ^faitbluUjnycHKs* 

Ji-vn . LET- 
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LETTER Vm. 
From Mks. Audijey to Luc y^ 

I AM forry; you have been ib alann-*. 
ed for the d^ar bachelor ; and give 
you both joy aod praife, my good 
girl| for having nurfed him once more 
intp bis uibal faucy health. Behold us 
all happily arrived at^Audley^Grove^ 
wbefe ahe gay Louifa was ready and: 
deljg^tedto receive us. She is.won*- 
dcrj^fty improved, iiace we faw her 
kft,. in ftature, b^auty^ ; and ferifc.^- 
buto^r^of her ip her turn; I have a 
thoufand things to talk of firft, I (hall ^ 
not vtraile my paper in telling you -what 
a fine numerous cavalqade we formed^ 
in returning hiiiier^ nor what a grace-* 
ful figure owr lovely widow made on 
• ^ hw 



tier beautiful ]portugueze palfrej, No^ 
tny <fear, not ^ word of all %his. I 
rnuft bcgin^ like a true mother^ by 
talking dt mjr chifs^ and telfing you, 
that your Kttlc namefake, and Ch^rfes^ 
and WiHtarrtj arc aff highly pleafcd; 
es we arc, with thcMbnfonsj our niw ^ 
governor and govemefi^ who irami * 
hittiir in our party, and are vfery foon ' 
to 6b fettled in the white farm-houS 
lately incld&d within the park, whe'tt 
the little folks uiide^ th«rr care zn 
to itfide. But methihks I 'hear ybtt 
cry, PIfh I why does flie begin taking * 
to tte of the brats, who iire all wellj 
wtien I am dying to hear df the p6ot 
CorfadU, ^ho is ** perplexed in the 
extreme ?*♦} " ' 

Wt*oM IxrdUlcl lay that o\lr gentle 
friend enjoys, as <^ur aflbciated thU- 
drcn do (for her litths ones are here), • ' 

Vou in. G »* The 
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*• The thoughtlcfs day, the cafy night. 
The fpirits pure, the (lumbers light !" 



But, alas ! I perceive too clearly, 
that her tender bofom is becoming the 
vifliin of *^the fury-paffions." I may 
with too much propriety fpeak of 
them in the plural number; for, by a 
little incident which I will tell you 
prefently, you will find .that (he is 
tormented by naore than one ; and that 
Jealoufy has added new flings to dif- 
conteuted and felf-tormenting Love, 
I fee, my dear Lucy, that you begia 
to form a hundred furmifes, and want 
to alk me a hundred queftions. What I 
(I hear you exclaim) is the romantic 
Seymour fo fickle ? Is he really cap- 
tivated by the girlifli bloom of Louifa ? 
Patience, my good girl ; it is not fair, 
w hen you get a new play in your hand, 

to 
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to peep at the laft aft before you have 
well fini(hed the firft. Allow me to 
proceed in my own way, and I wiH 
foon make you better acquainted with 
all the charafters and condudl of our 
bufy drama : which is to end, I hope, 
iaccording to the good old eftablifhed 
cuflom, with a happy marriage.—- 
'Firft then for our heroine, our dear 
Cornelia : there is an air of deep de- 
jc<9:ion fixing itfelf on her features (in 
Ipite of all our attempts to difperfe it) 
which alarms me much. She is even 
melancholy in the prefence of Sey- 
mour 5 and much more fo when he is 
out of her fight : yet (he has {uch a 
dread of pafling a few minutes alone 
with him, that (he conjures me to 
watch over her inceffantly, and never 
allow him an opportunity of fpeaking 
to her in private. But my good man, 

G 2 though 
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though he ha$ not naacte htm a coiak 
vert, as 1 moft dievoutly hoptd he 
would, has yet made feim fo trauS^able, 
and fo willing to beftow a religious 
6dacation on the children thdt Cocne« 
lia- has, and may have ; that I ana m 
great hopes their defirable union csiay, 
in due time, be happily accompHfhed^ 
in fpite of the dear rafb creature^s t»a 
righteous vow on the fatal ntght thair 
1 defcrihed to yoi>» This cruel vowr 
prelTes like an engine of torture. on her 
heart. She frequently fays to me, 
that their marriage muft never take 
place; but £he £iy9 this with, fuich a 
voice, and fuch a countenance, as co>£)r« 
vioce me that, if it does not^ hc» 
health and peace are utterly ruined for 
ever. 1 have not mcntiooed a word 
of this diftreffing vow to Seymoiir j 
and indeed I would oot have h\m 

* 

know 



I 

J 
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know of it for the world, efpccially 
juft now, when I have brought his 
tarbulent fpirits to a moft comfortable 
calm. I flatter myfclf that I am hig 
favourite confidant; and, by telling 
jhira no more than literal truth on the 
various littte proofs of Cornelia's entire 
afFeaion for him, I have brought him 
to make me a ptomife very eflential to 
t)«r prefent tranquillity ; and this is, 
tiot to addrefs a fyllable concerning 
xnamage to her, till the year of her 
widowhood is expired. In the mean 
time, it wUl be the great objedtof u« 
nil to calm li^r agitated fpirits by every 
thing that dan divert and amufe her* 
I was in great hopes that my lively 
niece L/^uifa might be of great ufe to 
us in^this friendly purpofe! but, alas J 
how frequetitly does pain flow from 
4th0fc fources whet)Ce we expefl: only 

fi ^ pleaffure! 
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pleafure! Now, Lucy, you fhall have 
the incident I promifed ; but firft I 
muft give you a little defcription of 
the charming girl, whonct you have not 
feen fince flic was a njierc child^ 
Though (he was always a beautiful 
child, (he has now, I think, (till aiore 
beauty than her infancy promifed, and 
will, I prefume, be reckoned much 
.handfomer than our admired Cornelia 
herfelf, by all men who prefer a lively 
countenance to a tender one. They 
are exactly of the fame height; and 
Louifa, with the elegant (hape of our 
friend, has a fmiling fet of feature?, 
that feem to fay there is no fuch thing 
as forrow in the world. Happily, in- 
deed, it has hitherto been as much a 
ftrang.er to her as if it did not exift ; 
and as to the folicitudes of Love, you 
will guefs what experience (he h?is of 

then), 



them, when. I tell you flic has yet 
found them only fit fubjeds for laugh* 
ter. 

I never fee our tender widow and 
this fprightly girl together, but I havp 
the two following lines of Shakfpeare 
at the end of my tongue ; though { 
mud cOnfefs my application of thena 
appears rather cruely 

• 

** Why let the ftricken deer go weep. 
The hart ungall'd may play." 

To play, indeed, from morning to 
night feems the ruling propenfity of 
Louila. Befides finging fprightly fongs 
with great humour and pleafantry, 
this laughterrloving gypfy is a moft 
admirable mimic. She half-dclighted 
and half-provoked me and Caroline 
vefterday, by taking off what (he calls 
the impafHohed' languor of the widbw 

G 4 ' and 



kni the folemn fym^thy ^ Sty memr^ 
fhe is^ however, tcmch tooddiqa^ tin4 
well-bred to attempt any thing of thife 
kkd if! the prefence <]f Gonidia j but 
^hen mj liu^ifband amd S^cnoKt hmh 
^ (he iaucy arcfh girl to themfelwiEf, 
Ihe ^5 nbt ipare the inamoratd, ^s I 
Searti from b fcene that paffed yeAer* 
day in the garden, and pt'ddoced « 
very fingulac ef^d withi;irdoojrs, tho* 

^t the mofQecit H /^$;a|>^d niy ir^Nerva*^ 
tion. 

It happened that I and Caroline .(| 
cannot yet familiarize |:pyfelf (o th^ 
formal found of Mrs. Monfon) were 
;^anding to chat with Cornelia ^t her 
toilet. Th9 windows of herdreffin^- 
room, yqu Icnow, have a perfeft com-t 
in^tid of the new terrace where Louifa, 
I findj was fai(ntering^ iti pne of h^r 
ga^eft mqoc}S| |ietwf e^ ^h^ (wo gen 




tfeifieii^ As i ^diMfuxd to f oka my baci: 
4^ tte windowy I had not perpei^ th^ 
part7 Hk the gankn^ QtKi had itiidwl 
tay'tf^znd attention fully ^gagedl 
by the fsaaoces <anddrefs of our lovely 
Iritstidt} whp) bi^tw^en onrfelyes^ ia^ 
|)ebra'to me a littie more curioioariiii 
fmiug 4ier cap than iflie nfe^l to bcihe^ 
fen f he srriviil of my tnecBi iSh^ had 
bt^ri'owed Carbluie's n&ibmcG to ad|oft 
foni^ leathers after ebe'SpanUlifaflwon; 
^nd, while they were both thus: en* 
gaged, I ivas iuddenly alarmed by fee* 
hig Comeiia turn as pale as death; a 
poid ^retabtkigfeizaiher whole frames 
and, all the lavelme& o£ her li'ivattt 
codutenance was- loft >» a ftrange eit« 
^jMdlittiif c^ (defpdndiiig wretchedoofet 
<)itiiiachbr'Of lifelefeTacancy. 'NatrA/C^ 
^i^€iUig|he real foufrceiof he? diibrddP^ 
^Qd appi^henfi^e that ^ woa oa the 
» point 
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point of falling into a fainting fit from 
mere weaknefs of body, I led her to 
ihe fopha^ and was very bufy with my 
bottle of hartfhorh. The moment I 
had placed her in a pofture of eafe and 
quiet, Ihe was relieved by a violent burft 
of tears ; and prcffing my hand, flic 
faid^ in a broken voice, **Be not fo tcr- 
rified, my dear Harriot : I have no ma- 
lady to ftrugglc with, but my own 
folly; and I ftiallfubdue that prefently, 
if you and Caroline will have the good* 
nefs to leave mc for a few minutes 
alone/* Unwilling as I was to quit 
her, 1 did not hcfitate to comply with 
her requeft, becaufe I perceived, by 
the looks of Caroline, that flie had 
fome thoughts on the occaiioa that 
ihc wi(hed to communicate in private* 
We accordingly withdrew together ; 
and the moment we got into my room, 
2 ** For 
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*V For Heaven's fake, my dear Caro^ 
Jrne, fatd I, can! you account for al^ 
this ?" " Oh, Madam, replied the 
warm-hearted and grateful Caroline, 
(he muA, indeed (he muft, be the 
wife of Mr. Seymour ; pray do not 
let Mr. Audley oppofe it; I would 
venture my life on their being happy 
together. Though Mr. Seymour is not 
quite fo devout as he (hould be, ytt 
he has a thoufand noble virtues ; and 
(he loves him to diftraftiou." ** I 
think with you entirely, my dear Caro- 
line, I replied ; but this is no anfwer 
. to my qucftion : I thought by your 
manner that you had di(covered the 
immediate cau(e of my poor friend's 
agitation.** *♦ Difcoveredit! cried Ca- 
rolipe* Ah, Madam, you would have 
vieen it plain enough, if you haidcaft au 
eye towards the window at the mo- 
ment 
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^mtnt th^ Mi^ SeS€y zndi happened 
^o do fa BoGf kdy I |he is far gcme 
indeed^ but, I believe^ in her cafe I 
4ioiild h^V€ been afiib£led as nmch^'* 
^AlK^ed^twhat! Dear Caroline, don't 
torturip my corioiity >fo barbaroufly* 
For heivcn's fake, what did yoa fee T' 
^^ Nothing, madam, but als idle frolic af 
Mr, Seymour with Mifs Louifa. She 
had provoked him, } foppofe, by xni^ 
picking the poor lady wbo do^ jou 
liim ; how that might be I can^t tell.; 
but }u(l as Mrs. Sedley turned {q iipfc, 
I happemd to fpy Mr. Seymour ^atch* 
ing hold of Mils LouHa, who had trieii 
to rem from hiib, and kiffing her moft 
unmercifully." **Poor /Cwnelia! 3[ 
exclaimed with a iigh^ can a fight liloe 
this afF^d. thee fo woefully \ Well,, my 
, good •Caroline, I ctontiaued, pray i^ 
pot Qientbnva fy liable of this idle ai^ 

feif 



feir XQ^ any ctiid^H e%c€p% your hui^ 

hai3^. I wUl i^ft^ntly return Ui aif 

poor iri^i^ J a«4 fee if fli^ ha^ hooefty^ 

QF fill her fti^»gtb ^0Uigii, t^ wow tqr 

me of ^^r aw» accord th^ Feal c^ui« 

of her fufFi^Fiogi,'' I foMod CotbcIm 

greatly rcqov^edt yet fo aoxipus ca 

evade 9II diicoarfe that might lead t« 

$aex(^laaai;ioa of v^hat ha,d pafled^ that, 

Irom a l&Qcere d^firb n^'to diftrefs bjSf 

teoder fpiritSi I fecrificod my d^figa c^ 

k^ing her tQ a fuU coofefitotn Yet, 

to 0iew you what an uocammpn de« 

gree of amiable iDgenuoufn^f^ fiei^u^ 

ikx the heart of this ad^iirable creature, 

Ifauft tell yov. how (he behaved to me 

on our retiri^>g at night : fi^ took mt} 

to her pwo chamber, aud (ending away 

ber feiyam, began to ;»polQgi?e for h« 

re(e?vf towards me before dinner. " | 

feel %h^% I atp guilty o^ ingratitude, 

my 
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my dear Harriot, (aid this tendercft of 
friends^ in attempting to conceal any 
excefies of my folly from you, whole 
indulgence, and whofe zeal to comfort 
me, have ever kept pace with my hap- 
Icfs propenfity to torment myfelf. To- 
day, indeed, I was afliamed to confefs 
my extreme weaknefs to you in the 
moment ; perhaps our gentle Caroline, 
who perceived it all, though fhe was 
too delicate to utter a fy liable before 
me that proved her confcious of my 
folly, perhaps Caroline has explained 
to you all the myftery of my fooli(h 
agitation. Ah! my too indulgent 
Harriot, to what an extravagant and 
filly pitch of fondnefs have you raifed 
my dangerous partiality for a man to 
whom I muft never be united! My 
reafon tells me fufEciently that I have 
no right to be jealous of him ; yet I 

can- 
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cannot behold him carefiing even yout 
niece Louifa, in a romping frolic^ with- 
out fuch wretched and unjuftifiable 
fenfations as I am ready to deleft^ and 
de(pi(e my own heart for feeling. I 
did not think that any human bofbm 
could be fo very weak and unjuft ; and 
much lefs did I fufpedt myfelf to be 
capable of the extreme weaknefs and 
injuftice which I am now deploring ; 
but, fince it is fb, my dear Harriot^ 
pray contrive for me to make a decent 
retreat to-morrow to my own quiet 
maniion; and, infiead of encourag* 
ing ■ 

I heard the tender foul with the 
mod patient iilence thus far ; but here 
I could not refrain from entering into 
a very warm oppofition, both to her 
fentiments and her projed of retiring 
from our party. We had a curious dil- 

fertation 
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iArtatiof> OQ.. the padfoi^ oS jeak»ufy, lii 
T^hichu i affirmed, that a woman fitver 
icels it ib painfully, as whet> fiie i^n^ 
cies ihe has na right to feel it at aM^ 
We ran over ail the old and new ground 
of argument for and again (l Seymoi^r i 
m (horty^ we fpent half the night in d 
very diverfified conveirratioti, during 
which I laughed and wept^ and fcold^ 
ed. and ^othed our deai? felf-torturiug 
friend alternate^, tUl at laft I left her 
a tktle reconetled hoth to herfelf atid 
her lover. In wilhing her a good night 
I added a faucy declaration, that I 
(hould a£t as queen in my own cad^ \ 
that if flic talked again of removing, 
I fiKHild iffue an order for het cldfe 
confinement \ and pubKfli an edift at 
the fame time, in which Seymour 
(hould be threatened with inftant death 
if he was feen to touch any lips but hei? 
own. Thusj 

5. 



'ThUS', my^earLucy, Uy* mixture? 
of ferioufuifs and fport, Lahddavour to 
pttsferVe tfee itiilfid of bur gentle friend 
ftom pwrfamg any immediateiafid def* 
per^tt refoluiiSnitbat might prove fatal • 
to hie r future peace^r Would to Heaven 
I could as eafily remove' Seymour's 
diftrefling infidelity in religion ^ ]:can 
annihilate thevehfenient refolves which^ 
poor Gbrnelia will fometii»a$ utter of » 
renouncing his fuciety for ever! -My 
husband encoui^ges rne to h^pe that 
time Hiay dd much in prombtiug the 
happineis of fbis infi^efting cduple, if 
we <:an but prevent the' eagernefs of 
Love on one fide^ and oSf' Feai* on the 
other, f rdm taking . anjr precipitate 
meafur4^ to ^cicelerate or preclude their 
uhion. He wilhe.s to* keep them for gi; 
few months in an abfolute neutrality* 
But this id' a pi%)jed: which even his 

* Vol;. III. H : friendly 
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AricHify UiAf and ht9. pefftiai|y«. ad^ 
drtfs, will J^fdO^ bie able to a^tfrn^^. 
phAt, \^e cannot utterly chaagt t^ 
(tifpofiisons of Natiu«« Love,r.mi#: 
bbfoite liie Seymour's^ will be im^ 
tttOtti s and Terror^ ior a ft-ame: I^. 
Cornelia's, wiH* ife prieeijpitaie. For 
ttif part, I (tiQuH not. be. forpn^ed. i| 
flfttr dear eoi^ientkHJS friend fljtoi^ld be, 
tctnitd §j& more thanr fh« isi,>y.» 
vifioo of the poor departed Sedieyy aod: 
ihould ftealfnvay frma «« m, the nig^t^ 
TKe eonflii^ of the yftri<$ttak paffijoa^ 
tba^ agitate hef mbd i« tr«^ pitiablev 
and at tHe vcrj moiMnt ^hen J ai* 
tempt to relieve her by I^tghiog ai 
Iber ^pej^lexitkes, o^ bean kivt^ar^y 
l^leeds fet the anguHh of hers* Yet 
perhajps ike jaya-tfttlyr my dear hvkfy^ 
tftjA yo«> from the peculiar incideote 
f^yoitr paft life, are ttore able to enter 
5 mt» 









^mt) b^ f)re(enc ifeelinjg^ thaft I arti» 
i^'rom tbii idea (he wilt b4vtt gfeat: l^i- 
thfa^dD m Unburthehing her Ml fool 
to yotf ^ ^Md as fm Witt cer taiilty hate 
a kttet^from her vety feipt}, you will 
the more readily allow the to dofe 
this Ibng" pacc^ueh Pray tell our dear 
JSdinUhdihat we khiiik a change of air 
would have fecured him from i, relapfc^ 
and thatwewi(h him to take that pl^e* 
taution againft a kcon^ Catmot yoU 
make it fuit yDu both h cbtale to us 
«t tbi9^ trttteal time; when the ti/gi 
Edmund might jprove a 1r6ry tifeful 
Mencot t^ mp yc^Unjt; Tetetoachus* 
tidt ill drivitig htm aW^)^ fhka th^ en- 
IbytoeMs ctf Love, but itl teaching hiol 
how to ftctttc them f If^ hbwcfcr, we 
mvdk not eispe£t die pte^fure of adding 
you to buf party/ as 1 fear we muft 

mti be affiled that I (hall fend you 

Hz quick 
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^ick tidings of every interefting oc- 
currence reJ:a,tiv^;to thp^^reat objefl: of 
pur general: folicitude. Lpiiifa longs 
to renew her acqpaintanijje' with you^ 

jn^ unites her kind wiflies to thoft 

III • f 

• Your afFe£tionate 

Harriot; 
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F|L0M SEYiMorai TO Edmcno AxJDLEiri 

4 « 

j . . f ' , . 

IF youjwgih, my-dQajCiEtJinmid, to 
be pl^af^ptly laughed out of all the 
Angularities belonging tatb:e condition 
of. a confirmed bachelor, aye,andoutof 
the condixioii itfelf, let roe advife you 
to .haften- hither. Here :have ,we a 
prettjr njajdcap ;frpfn heUn^,. whofe 

magical 



4>. 



magical poWirs ate ftfoftg' enough^ • I 
believe;" to metamor'phofe the ftiflfeft 
advocate for a (ingle life into the flip- 
pleftof dl&pplecreatii^^s, an uxorious 
•and contented hufbandi*' In feriWs 
truth /our young Louife^is ii'moft love*- 
ly girX ind playful as^ the air which 
fports Kriih every feather that flies 
acrof^ib riow it Wotfld idefighr llie 
ito fee ou^ideat difcreet 'Edftitind xnaft 
iprofoundly-^ in love AVith this fw3et 
^poi'ti ve <laflife! ! By ;Hea«^en, fti^ bas 
■all the vivacity aiid ffolic of your Syl*' 
viai W4fh gdod^natiir^.and innticeiice 
into th^bftrfgain, Sj-^e isthericheft an;- 
tidote thatNaCurecaA^^tfifliyou wit& 
agairtft*. tl)ol^ /poifonbus Irapours x^df 
fpleeniaefd tisttidity whieh iiyo\l^Jfomcl 
tinnies feel* a^^d -lament, aftd which' lels- 
dom fail, * I believe, toQn£fft the fin^fe 
in the tafter ft^ge^ of life. She- is the 
I * H 3 very 



ficd, thoHgh 4 <?hiW of N*W«^4 to «» 
iifli ymr w'^ 4il4 lo tPp^y y^^.for it« 
Iby «i lighter aod fpore Pci|)A0V»iOQin oi 
hu own. Why, imn, infi.wdvidMr 

Aroy all ypur troubldbeikedov^, rfl»;H><i- 
ftl^a, and <l»pre0ioQs, iii» S^* 3^»mok 
4e0rqycd tb«.r«ts of &rr 4ci<i»tiy, bjr 
fhjjrmiQg |he(o t9 cl^tli. §be will 
fpovt you vcrf^s lik^ a yoAng pi^c^ 
jof Applla; y<tth« Jov^y fir««t-(»#.M 
jtot an i^om of ]p«40ntry or: 4^«(ioo 

i;erott8 cliv^ttog :tdei!it<ii mi/sskkty to 
^^^{opt K s^.U>iv» iio C^roeliji 
Im4 ppttie^ithfiwovighly rp«(f!d: i»mf 

hvip ^% \^WX of fn$fi4>oro>tt, :by ibe 
^Qcre forppttf bpr wit IWkJ ^uiftow, 
@hp tpok fn^ of* |h^ otb$r 4^y, as 
V^ Wf re ftroUifli, wit)iQpfyy^\irbRN 



C a f& If BVtA - 9 C B i. tf T. fOj 

4SJef/ifithegai^n, with fttdh ptiM«« 
i(ittg pdwcrs of ridicule, that, haviojg 
^|fttle«E> fi^ io my 4e&n6e^ I WA^^fbr6« 
'^d ta^^akt 5retige0iiee dci ber li^. ^f 
-|)eli^tei^e wiiji Mt fj^ediilf reiiiew the 
^|>ri}tdet(lon^ ; /or, ^i^it^ her with all 
•eiyfyece^ I aot •dnly kifled her u^h- 
1^ mercy, but teftifed to r«ledfe 'h«c 
'itin'fiie, ki'harturfi, belfowed a hw 

jklffes bn eoe ; aiMl ^the waroa IttxUriadi; 

iiKatvttt 
«< !lMil k 4vit1i « jMidei^y j(l> «t(y, t the 

M%hc wUlifiie inniir'4 oW ^Saoiim.'* 

•« Theieiiipe4M^geraiisi(aiidc8, Sc{^- 

i 4»ko(#« win iie 4Ebe exclaaiaciaa of 
my ^ktr tioiiil aaofiitor*- io perUfinig 
^hiiB Iktte «no!Htec« i and 4iangero«u, I 
graiit yott, c^ good man of caption, 
ruch 4 ^Hc't&i^c bee, bad your Keri- 
<906 'WorHiip been in my place* Had 

H 4 your 
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.yojur folidity ventured fo near as I did 
to this Qwiing beauty ,^ I am confident 
ihe woyld have fet you in a blaze ; but 
; I bear a charmed heart* The image of 
my lovely widow is fo magically en- 
'graven there, that no other enchautrefs 
. has pow^r^to afl^e£t it* As to that dan- 
ger which you, in the friendly abun- 
dance of yQur fears, have: apprehended 
for the damfel herfelf,. believe me,; Qje 
is perfedlly fecure. Louifa is oqe^.of 
thofe happy.girls whpljb fen/e j3lb^ -^ipi- 
rit enable them to-.j^/aed/even to 
r6mp,^'^ithout endangoring the ifree- 
-dom of thetr aff^^qob, -f^tkd ,t^ ^deli- 
eCacy of/thdc chara^er; or;. .^i^QU 
: will fay-of bw whe^j^c^liare^ eauch 
inilotv^with^this livcly,rxbarmer as I 
.wifti you to br^. fhe: i4;^a^^'YeIlv^s, who 
can fport.>with MomuSfr-wjthouf for- 
getting* th aft (h^ js the Qijeen of the 

\. • Graces. 






Qtucts. And. now, though yoU have 

not feen her, I uaderftand, iincc flw 

,was an infant^ I (hall deem. you a yecjr 

.barbarous fellow if you do not' inJftaht- 

ly fall in love wijh her upon.aciy fug* 

gtfftion ; efpecialjy as I baye iaftuaHy 

-opened the campaign as youj: aid-cd^ 

. caipp, and have laid Jfti;o?jg^ege to her 

.he^rt in. your name: I may vMiliurje to 

, add. that I have made confidejabJe ad« 

vances is this exploit; fo. pray beat 

r what they are. Firft, I h^vft njide bftr 

Jntimatcly acquakitedwith.ajilyoyr vir- 

.tues, talents, and pcrf?6J;iQi>$ r but thiis 

Js the leaft imporcatt^pajrt jOf my ier- 

.vice; nxy capUai fftrplf^ i« yqu. favour 

;is the fojloyviiig,, Secondly, f have 

^ made h^r equ^aUy acquaiiatfd with your 

oddities and foibles. : A pretty method 

(you will fayj-Qf lerviDg ,^ (jriexid. But 

hear me out, Edmund* ..In 9)akiiig 

her 



l^r dvas intitnately aoqu^otcd wkh 
jour oddities «n4 foibles^ I have (beWh 
ber^ at tiie faauB tiiae^ howr e%iS^ 
luhed iKr own charms and iccotH« 
pltihmeatt a^e to cctrreSt^ ltnprov6^ 
ami make you a perfeft creattire. This 
I have dontf for jou^ my dear idiffidenrt, 
phiioibpher$ and I liefy you, after all 
yoMF profound ineditattons on the vir- 
tues at>4 caprices of (h^ fair iex, to 
pcHQt out to iQe any coadiUi^ by whicfi 
I could more le&ftqally preate for you 
a tender intereft in the hofom of th^ 
lady. Though y09 are often a phami* 
^ion for the fair» | believe in your pri* 
1/ate thoiights yov do mt think fo high» 
ly of women as I do. For my own 
part^ { am perCuaded that n young, 
artlefs, fenfible* ioei^perienced wonian, 
IS generally zStn^ted by a (incere and 
:i»)rdeat dbfiretomake her own tender 

virtjje* 






virtue of peai MtUky to the wotld^ 

Th\sy bj the lydyy wiil-explam tht 

ftzijon why ib mmj of this ^fcriptioft 

have married io the tic^e of refornrmig 

a rake. |c4s txK^ as the vtslgtfr phraft 

^ifii bay»e it^ that womeq ^oye to feei^ 

^ce 0f the <]eyil in mmj or that they 

]have a vain confideoce in their own 

/perfonal attr anions'; fio^ it is 'becatifc 

liotbing is (6 bc4vit?chi«g to a viftutmJi 

fnind without expemrtce^ as the ex* 

ipe€tgtioQ of rendering its pwfi virtue a^ 

iiCDftrumef^ of good. 

But ¥fh^ a fad pedantic varlet atn T 
gTOwii>g, to run on in this line mora), 
differtation uponyou and your laughing 

r 

Lou)fa {^r (he iHaft be yours), wiihr 
out beApwing a iyllable on my pale, 
penfive, perplexed^ yet adorable an4 
faithfully adored Cornelia ! But here 
CQines pay youii^eft female monitor, 
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ip^ little Menlor in petticoats, the 
grateful Caroliae ; who has juA enter- 
ed my room to. fulfill her promife of 
indulging me in a long private confer- 
jence, in which I have a million di 
queftions to aik. By the arch fmile 
on her countenance (he has ibme pieai* 
iant tidings to give me. concerning 
my idol ; but, as (he tells me th« cou«- 
rier of the houfe is waiting for this 
Jetter, I muft referve her good news. 
to enliven my next. At prefent you 
have food enough for your imagination 
and your heart, in what I have faid 
of Louifa. — So good digeftion wait on 
appetite, and health on both ! 

Ever your afFedionate 

SEYMOURi 



LET. 
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From Corneliato Lucy Audley. 
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IIT'U fromydu dterte,. my dear Lucy, 
K* tiiatil can expeft perfeft fymp.athy 
aud compaffion ^ fdr the various agita- 
tions, of heart and mind which I con- 
tinuaily endure, though our excel- 
lent Harriot has certainly one of the 
tendereft hearts in the worlds and is 
all kindnefs to me ; yet having known, 
in her own happy lor, nothing but 
the felicity of a moft fortunate afFec»- 
tion, (he cannot thoroughly enter into 
all the diverfified wretchednefs arifing 
fiTom a paffion that we can neither re- 
-nounce nor fubdue. You, my dear 
girl, have paffed t^irough the fiery or- 
deal, which is now confuming my 

peacei 
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peace, and perhaps fbme portion df 
my integrity ; for I ftar I am ading 
very wrong, in fphc of aH that out 
too indulgent darf lot alledges it) toy 
defence, to remain here in the foclety^ 
of a faibinatSiig crcature^^ from whom 
1 ought, I thinks both for bia fake 
and my omUf to hide mylclf for ever* 
But I^ill unburthen my ftiU bofimi 
to yen, my dear Lucy^ and lay my 
whob foul before yoo, in the hopil 
that your experience) ds well zs yotnf 
tet^dernefs, may minifter in feme de«^ 
gree to my relie£i 

You have known, my* good gid^ 
what it is to love in fpite of reaftiii^ 
and wkhouc a hope of bdng united ta 
'the objeiSl; of youf regard. Ah^ my 
dear Lucy, how (ince'Tely do I admirdi 
that noblenefs of fpilit with which ybii 
bftve fihaiiy . triumphed' over feelings 

thar 



t|i^ ie«s t<^ aonihUate the beft faenU 
.tie^jQf.th« mindi But yoorcaodouf: 
ly^l aUow that yott bad oae gf eat ad- 
vi^t^e< whicb I ,am very fsfr from pof- 
«f6(A»g.li ^ discovering the bftftdefe of 
^,(.is«a who. hf4 mt6iUf eo^aged 
jQW aS«4)^iai»t ymk had ati oppovtu.- 
my of f«BKQ«iiiiig.70iur pride to your 
iqpporc: 

" To«r bane and antiKtotc were both be» 
fere you." 

But, ala% the cafe Is hr otbtvvfik 
with ma I " The gaHa»t, the princely 
Seytnour/' to gire him the tittes coa- 
ferred on him bj yourfelf^ hadf I find*^ 
AQ qualities (a9 yon have often told 
me when arguing ra his favour) «^ to 
awaken either contempt or indifference; 
and to love hijBO once i$ to love him 
for ever/' iktw ofteoy my dear fidend^, 

ha9 



has that-fo?dbl.e exprieffion of yoiirs' 
rfedurred iijpion my heart! and how* 
sniirijricve^dtyful occurr6n€6sv fince you 
^nd I '^p^rted, have coiifpired to mak^' 
me feet the rrtith oiF it as 1 do at this 
momenr; Vwtr, whild J am thorough-- 
]y 'totiy}(ftci?d tbtt my:^We&k>n for him, 
i6f^^>(c6ia;i«^ia'jpart of -my exiflence, T 
fed with equal conviftion the cruel 
ixei^eflity of rqeSiiift himiisahufbaud* 
Why am I here then in higjcompany ? 
Why do I linger thus, like a guilty 
gHoff, 'hra fcene th^tloughtand w1(h 
to abandon? Ah, my dear Lucy, if 
you could fee how pale and thin your 
poor Cdhielisi is grownj you would not 
think'the word ^z^^/? mifapplied ; and 
thVt :Fatn in fome degree guilty, my 
confcience telfs me every^ hour ; for, 
by flaying here, I feem to praftife an 
ungenerous dece'it towards Scynrour, 
4 and 
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atid may lead him perhaps to cherifh a 
diftant hope of accomplifhing what 
nevei: muft ccftoe to pafs. Why^ theiii 
do I ftay ? Why, truly, becaufe your 
good brother and fitter vsrill have it fo* 
They would perfuade me, that time 
tnay dd wonders in removing the great 
and itfnly obftacle to this much-defircdi 
yet irhpoffible union. Your brotheri 
this very morning, refufed to hear a 
petition that I attempted to make to 
him, fair leave to depart ; and turned 
from me, with the following parody 
on a couplet df Gray's : 

*' Love yet may make an unbeliever wifc^ 
Arid gofpcl-^light dawn from Cornelia's 
eyes." 

Ah, my dear Lucy, I will confcfs 
to you there are times when this tranf- 
porting idea takes full poiSeffion of my 
foul* When I fondly imagine myfelf 

Vol* III. I dcftined 
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deftincd by Heaven to refcue the gene- 
rous Seymour from the vain illufiona 
and arrogant fophiftry of the worlds 
and to make him a true fervant of that 
Divine Matter whofe laws are fo confo* 
nant to the purity and the benevolence 
of his heart, how exquifite is the de- 
light of this heavenly idea ! With what 
enthufiaftic tranfport have I frequent- 
ly in my own mind applied to Seymour 
and myfelf the following charming 
lines from the Royal Con vert of Rowe : 

** My Life ! my Lord ! 

What would my heart fay to thee ? 
Oh, lift thy eyes up to that holy Power 
Whofe wondrous truths and Majefty di- 
vine 
Thy Ethelinda taught thee firft to know I 
There fix thy faith, and triumph o'er the 

world ; 
For who can help, or who can fave be- 

fides?" 

. Yet, 
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Yet, ill fpite of this holy fortitude 

and fervor, which feem in fome of 

my private moments to reader me a 

new and more exalted being, I foon re- 

lapfe again into my poor treojbling 

felf. Though I feel, at times, as if I 

had iufficient powers of language and 

reafoning to produce a total and im« 

mediate change in the religious fentt- 

menta of Seymour ; and though I love 

him with fo pure and difinterefted a 

pafiioa th^t I would moil willingly 

Xacrifice my life to enfure his coiiver- 

fion; yet fuch a poor, weak wretch am 

I, my dear Lucy, by nature, that I 

dare not even utter a fy liable to him 

ou the fubjed; of Religion; at>d a cold 

involuntary tremor runs through* my 

whole frame, if the converfation feems 

to be taking that turn, whenever we 

are in company together. Still our 

I 2 dear 
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dear encouraging Harriot woyld inducer 
me to hope that the mild engaging 
piety of her hufband, and his conciliat- 
ing manners^ united to the fecret in- 
fluence of Love, may gradually accom- 
plifh what I have not faculties to at- 
tempt, and give to us at laft the happy 
convert that we fo ardently wifti to be- 
hold. " Why (hould we defpair, fays 
this indulgent friend and moft inde- 
fatigable of advocates, why (hould 
we defpair of feeing a candid, a mag- 
namimous young man relinquifli the 
aGcidental prejudice of his youth? If 
Seymour were one of thofe lawlefs li- 
bertines who abhor, in the Gofpel, an 
infupportable curb to their fenfual and 
Imperious paflions ; or if he were one 
of thofe cold-hearted and arrogant to* 
phifis who deride every thing that does 
not fquare with their own infallible 

reafon; 
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T-eafbn ; we might indeed defpair of 
fais converfion. But Seymour is a cha- 
rader very different from thcfe. In 
embracing the law of Chrift, he will 
fubjeft himfelf to no reftraint from 
which his heart can feel a wifli to re- 
volt: on the-contrary, he will fecure 
to himfelf^ by this meafure, the only 
obje6: of his pafHonate attachment." 
Ah, my dear Lucy, you, I am fure, 
will forgive me, for liftening fome- 
times with the fondeft credulity to 
thefe infinuating arguments. Alas! 
how deeply am I puniflied for that cre- 
dulity, whenever my own poor waver- 
ing mind flies back again, a8 ijC fre- 
quently does, to the opposite perfua- 
fion ! I then think myfelf the mod cul- 
pable of creatures. I feem to have de- 
fcrted my prime duty to my dear chil- 
iitprXf by fufFering myfelf to be thus 

I 3 more 
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more and more entangled in a coii^ 
nexion, which might ultimately lead 
me to violate the dying injundkion of 
their father^ and expofe them to the 
worft of evils. But no, my dear Lucy^ 
this (hall never be. I have taken a 
moil facred oath, as Harriot has told 
you, that I will never be the wife of 
an infidel. Seymour is too noble to 
delude me with hypocrify; and what- 
ever deftiny may await me, I am fe- 
cure againft this deepeft of calamities. 
Why, then, am I tormented with fuch 
a dread and horror of what never 
can befall me? For, O, my dear 
friend, I am tormented to a degree 
that I can hardly impart, without a 
fcruple, to your tender bofom. I know 
how you will feel for me, when I tell 
you (what I have not confeffed to Har- 
riot) that I am haunted by vifions which 
4 almoll 
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almoft freeze my blood, and render 
me an objeft of deteftation to myfelf. 
You will fuppofc I am peifecuted in 
my dreams by the image of the poor 
departed Sedley : but it is not fo ; to 
my great furprife, I have never dreamt 
of him in all my prefent agitation of 
fpirits. No ; my vifions are much 
more horrid, for I have dreamed that 
my exceffive paffion for Seymour had 
annihilated all my natural affection for 
my children. O God ! my dear Lucy, 
this is a horror of which you can form 
no adequate conception. I had hardly 
clofed my eyes laft night when I feem- 
ed to behold the mifery of my alienat- 
ed children. I heard William fliriek 
out, to the poor little affrighted Charles, 
**Our mother is turned into a treache- 
rous friend !" Their looks of terror 
and abhorrence pierced me to the foul. 

I 4 1 ftrove 
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I ftrove to convince them of my fond- 
nefs ; the popr bewildered innocent^ 
fled frqm me, J purfued them thfough 
innumerable difficulties; till at laft I 
awoke in a burft of convulfive anguiih,. 
and found myfelf aftually kneeling and 
weeping over the little bpd ip my 
chamber where the tvvo dear boys were 
happily afleep. At firft j[ could hardly 
believe my pwn happinefs, in finding 
them fo tranquil; an^ I tpo^ the light 
which I always burn in my room, to 
convince myfelf of its truth, by a full 
furvjey of their fweet little placid fea- 
tures. The contraft of their foft deli- 
cious fluniber^ and the agony which I 
had dreamed they were fufFering, threw 
me into frefh floods of tears. In retir- 

> ! T . ... . • . ; ,. . 

ing to my own pillow, I addreflqd a 
moft ardent prayer to Heaven, nof 
pnly to prelerve thefe dci^r infants from 

all 
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jail the evil which my weaknefs might 
draw upon them, but to deliver both 
myfelf and Seymour from this difqui- 
eting paffion, which feems fo likely to 
prove a misfortune to both. I am 
afraid you will think me hardly fincere 
in thisprayprj yet believe jpe, my dear 
friend, if I know my own heart and 
foul, I was fo moft truly, But to 
ygu, my dear Lucy, I (hall not hcfi- 
tate to confefs, that the more I ftrug- 
gla to free myfelf from this fafcinating 
attachment, the more I feel myfelf the 
flave of an unfortunate afFedion, which 
has fo much to plead in its excufe. 
My reafon and my confcience continu- 
ally fuggeft to me that I am wrong ; 
and there are times when I feel a fort 
of hatred towards Seymour, for having 
Jed me to a ftate of mind & full of 
pjiin and diftrefs. Even in my private 

medi* 
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jfibcditations my heart will often feem 
to (hrink from him, and bold it as a 
crime even to think of his perfedions. 
But thefe feelings are^ tranfient ; and 
they are generally followed by fuch a 
relapie of tender paffions, that I am 
ready to addrefs the image of this dear 
enemy to my peace in the words of 
Ethelinda : 

** If thou art my offence, Tve finned in- 
deed, 

Ev*n to a vaft and numberlefs account; 

For from the feafon when I lov'd thee 
firft 

My foul has not one moment been 
without thee/' 

You, my dear friend, you and Har- 
riot have been cruelly inftruraental to 
my difquietude and diftrefs, by your 
well-intended, but fatal indulgence to 
me, at the early period of my attach* 

ment; 



. ^ 
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ment ; when you ridiculed my honeft 
endeavours to conceal and fubdue ray 
affection, when you delighted to fan 
the flame that I was vainly labouring 
to extinguifh. Time and chance have 
confpired ftill more cruelly to give this 
mofl: enchanting of men a dominion 
over my heart. I have a ftrange mix- 
ture of pain and delight in reflefting 
on the great obligation that I owe him. 
He has indeed, as you have often faid 
of him, fo many attraftive accomplifli- 
ments and virtues, that it is hardly 
poflible for any woman to fee him fre- 
quently without feeling an afFedionate 
admiration of his charaiSter. Surely 
no man ever poflefled in fo high a 
degree that rare union of tendernefs, 
and fpirit which is fo particularly en- 
gaging to our fex, or fuch admirable 
delicacy of manners, without a fhadovv 

of 
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of artifice or afFeftation. O Lucy, J 
could fcribble a vplume on the excel- 
lence and peculiarity of his attra£ti<5us;. 
but though his perfedious will more, 
tbanjuftify, my good girl, your ar- 
dent fnendfhip for him, I feel that, 
great as they are, they cannot afford a 
lufficient hnOtldn to my Iqve. It is 
enough that my confcience repeatedly 
informs me I mull not indulge it. Con- 
science, my good Lucy, is a much 
fafer guide than Friendftiip herfelf, 
however zealous and enligl)tened ; and 
when we a£t againft the dilates of 
this internal rponitor, even in points 
that feem hardly material, how deep- 
ly are we puniftied ! Alas, I am a fad 
(example how deeply I offended this in- 
flexible judge, when I complied with 
jtbe prefling folicitations of our diear 
J^arript in attending her hithep What 

I hay© 
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I have endured lince I came under her 
friendly roof you may partly guefs, 
from what 1 have told you already, 
Buti alas ! my dear Lucy, I have not 
yet told you all my weaknciTes or my 
fufferings. You have probably heard 
what I allude to from our communi- 
cative Harriot, becaufe it was a weak* 
nefs that I confeflcd to her, and, confi- 
ding in your kindnefs and fecrecy, I 
lay her under no reflraint in what (he 
fays of me to youj yet her tendernefs, 
perhaps, in this pointy may have fpar- 
ed me. I will therefore be frank 
enough to tell you under my own 
hand, that I have within thefe few 
days heen the weakefl and moft unjuft 
of women ; I have been fool enough 
to grow moft abfurdly jealous of him 
whofe addreffes I had determined to 
reje£t. Oh, Lucy, I did not think 

there 
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there had been fuch inconfiftency in 
woman ; much lefs in my own heart* 
You, I know, will rather pity than 
ridicule me, when I tell you, that upon 
accidentally feeing Seymour careffing 
our young Louifa in a mere frolic, I 
felt as if my whole frame was Chatter- 
ed on the rack. Of all the fenfations 
that I remember to have endured in 
my life, this, my dear friend, was the 
mod hideoufly painful ; it ieemed as 
if my heart was abfolutely torn away 
from its feat, and there was nothing 
but drear vacuity in my bofom. Hea- 
ven have mercy upon the jealous, if 
fuch are the fortunes they endure! But 
my pain could not be owing to mere 
jealoufy ; it was rather the cffeft of a 
fuddcn furprize, upon nerves that have 
been dreadfully fhaken. I think I could 
fee the fame thing again without feel- 
ing* 



Jmi 
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ing any emotion at the iight ; y« I 
will not pretend to naore fortitude, or 
more juftice, than I have. You have 
often very feelingly lamented your 
own weakness to me, my deai: fri^od ; 
and I am now abundantly returning 
your confidence. I have a double rea«- 
(on for thus unfolding to you every io- 
ilance of my folly. Fir ft, as a proof 
of my perfcfl: regard for you. Se- 
condly, becaufe I hope, in thus (hew- 
ing how thoroughly I am aware of 
my own infirmity, I may gain credit 
with you for the ftrength and wifdomi 
that I mean to recover and exert. I 
have formed a plan^ in my own mitid, 
for my deliverance ; upon which I am 
particularly foiicitous to have your opi* 
nion, becaufe I think no one can enter 
into my feelings fo thoroughly a« 
yourfalf. Our dear Harriot^ and her 

caoA 
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moft friendly hu(band, judge me tod 
hardly, or rather too tenderly. Froni 
their eager wifli to exempt me froni 
paid, they fuppofe me unable to en^ 
dure it ; they both believe me fo in- 
curably enamoured of Seymour, that 
they think no event but our marriage 
can preferve my exiftence ; but, weak 
as I feel and confefs myfelf to be, I 
have dill, I am convinced, a (Itength 
of fpirit far fuperior to what they ima- 
gine. Our dear and zealous Harriot 
is fo vehement for this impoflible mar- 
riage, that (he wants me to overlook 
the grand and infuperable objeftiod. 
She tells me, that I ought to be 
fatisfied by fuch cdnceflions as Sey- 
mour, (he fays, is very willing to 
make. That if I have the moft un- 
queflionable aiTiirance that all my 
children (hall be religioufly educated 

iiS 



m the Chriftian Faith, «ud H)y own, 
principles unmolefted by oppofition, t 
have no reafon to difturb pnyfelf con- 
cerning the private creed of my huf- 
^ciod* But^ fituated as I ain, I feel it 
is my prime .duty to regard the dying 
^njunftipn ofvpoor Sedley, and.to.main- 
tain the voluntary oath which J was 
induced to take from an excefs of anx- 
iety for my children. I might indeed 
confide in any promife.of Seymour's; 
for, ftrangcr as he moft unhappily i^ 
to the only true Religion, in all other 
points he is truth . itfelf. If he gave 
his word to this article, I can believe 
that he never would urge a fingle argu- 
ment, or attempt by ridicule to Ihake 
itbe faith of ray. children or his own* 
But, if he did not poifon their young . 
minds by his doftr ihe, might he hot 
miflead them by his infinuating exam* 
"Vol. III. , K pie? 



^le? Might he imt indocd e^eil Me 
ro po^ cold and negligettt b the moH 
impbrtdht duty 6f liffe, and Id rellfl- 
qui(h iftttwtteJJtibly th<i Worthtp of my 
Redefcriiet f YtjS, rtiy dcAf ftifend, I WlH 

eottfefs to y&u^ thiit } eatihl tiot pto- 
xtife fbi: ttiy dwn firffittsfl, weire t td 
place myleif in fo peHlbUS i tituati6n ; 
even no^ t 6^^ cioM template the it- 
reUgion of the maa i love in too /a- 
V6urable ^ light, t atti t«)b teady to 
iRky* likib ^layrt, in my favourite Frenth 
play, 

*' Je le vois trap : les foms qu^on prend 

de notre enfahce 
Fol-rfient h6s fettdihtfts, n6s mcfcurt, n6- 

tf e creance. 

LlDfthsai6n f£tit toii« ; & la ttiAin de noi 

Grave tn nos foibles Gotars ces prtmieri 
- cara&erdSi 

Qjje 
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' 4^e Texeitiple ft k t«ms ix>us VienneM 
, £t qw ptutAtkt tt liouft IXsvi fcul peuf 

^A I fte too phitAy tuftom fotttift tis all ; 
Our tbom^itSy our morab^ odr oioftfixM 

bdief, 
, Are confequebces of our place of birtb i 
'Tis but inflrudton all-^^^^-our parent's 

hand 
Writes on our heart the firft foitit cht^ 

ra&ers^ 
' Whieh time retradng deepchi into 

ftrcngth. 
That nothing tail efface but Death ot 

Heat*{i/* Hill's Zara. 

By confidering his infidelity as thd 
natural confequence of a fafhionabld 
education, I frequently lofe all the 
horror with which it ought to iufpire 
me« I ihould not be able perhaps ta 

K a Aruggl^ 



ftriiggle wi^bjhis we^koefs^Mof my 
heart and mind lo efFeftually as I now 
hope to do, had not the forcible id- 
monitions of my dear HaitiotV father 
ajvakened; me to the faUeft fenfe^of 
iiiy dangers and' my duty* Gooddaugh- 
ter as {he is, (he could hardly forgive 
him Sfor his vehemence agairift* Sey- 
mour, in thatdrftrefled night of which 
fhe fays (he ^ave you a very minute 
defcrlption ; yet he certainly aded 
only the part jh-at .h,ecame him,, ap a 
friend and a divine. The' more 1 refleft 
op the nnany^ftro»g and juft thingS'4ie 
faid, .the mere I feel myfelf indebted 
to his virtue, and the more I hope, to 

profit by his advice ; though, as I have 

, ' * . " ' ' •. ♦ 

already confefled to you, there are 

times when it has not the flr^hteft in- 

fluenceon my feelings. In my more 

difcreet hours'! eiideavour to fortify 

my 



-my fpirit by calling his Very power- 
ful ledture to my niind. One of his 
vrcnaarks made a: very deep impreffion 
upon me. In entering minutely imb 
ithe charaflier of Seymour, after doing 
iuUjuftice to his Courage, his gene- 
Ixofity, and his engaging accoiftplifli- 
anentte, he faidj ^' I will gMnt yoir, 
Jthat he is a^moft delight Ail companion 
-for your fex at his prcfent period of 
3ife;.^ there is a, vivacity mid good- 
inacure in 'youth that can hide- all the 
'hideoufnfefs of^impitty itfelf ; but the 
^rnain queftion is, ' what ibrt. of a hui>- 
l)and will this- man ma^ke towards the 
-middle and latter end of his days, 
"Vi^heii his <gaiery begins to ^anguiih, 
:fmm*th^ emptinefs of^hcinian ptea*- 
i&res, aivdthisiivdlycti3m|)OTrnsircrideT«. 
4i ^ore ifplexaetic audi imjiefious by 
the ilieyitabfe.i^e^atioiisriof theurorld-f 
[ ^?' 'T: K 3 Thefe 
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Theie are the trying feafoQS <rf' otjr esv 
iftcQce ; «nd if he is deftitute of R«li? 
,gion, as we know but too well he ja, 
helieve me he \s deftitute of ei^i^ 
fhing that: c^ii tranquiilize hia qwq 
ipirit at thp period I itxi fpe«kiog of, 
9nd enabie hiin to di0ufe light Hod 
f omfort to his doaieftic c^rcle.^^ I have 
^iveo you, | believe, very near the 
<txa£i: worda of my vehpment and ver 
lierable pounfcllor ; fQr9 agitated as I 
ivas, every iy liable that ho Uttered 
funk deep into my ipul } and as there 
ia, yqu know, a grange ipirit of con* 
tradi£itioQ in our nature, I believe I 
femecnbe): his e^preilioQS the mpre ac- 
curately, becaufe the too indulgent 
Harriot has wifhed mp Ito forget tbeib : 
fhe lad time that | recalled fooie of 
fhefe to hpr recollection, flie was al«* 

WP^ ^ff^y wi^b ipCf ^^^4 f^id, in her 

fpifit?^ 



Ju4i((!d., ji)af)Der, that J ihQul^ rpillis^ 
tl\^ ftory pf $l}e poQr l-ady t^leiof ntina, 
mvd driyp ^wyfclf <|u^c put of my fenfes 
by my. i^JlgiQi^s fpwple?, Bwt, as I 
Ui\d J^r w w;^ reply, owr cafes are 
.wu]i;|y different ; that cQcJiantiag cha^ 
xa^, V^hether true pr ideal, had 
mmy wiyHtpftwccs to djftrift her, 
/cow which I aip happily ejtempt : (he 
]wa5 j^e^fepijte^ hy provd and itpperiotjs 
relations ; the Uttle dilfsrence between 
}^jf Qwq . crjee^ and that of Grandifbii 
,WR? 9pf i^fficieiuly vifible and weighty" 
,|9 n^aJtc ^^r ,n>fpd clear ap4 refqlqte in 
i^^r dspifiaa ag^ipft hip. Alas ! how 
^iff^re«t is my,^afe ! I diftinfitly tee 

TPy QWP duty ; and I tri^ft I am now 

4;ppoplete|iy ^e^rfpia^ to fylfili it, ; I 

fl^all, hpwev^r, takp a hint froni the 
jpQb^e CleBR^tina. I am ftrpngly in- 

K 4 " rbfiry 



< ^li 



136 ' VhIe hist oh ^ OP ' 

rofity of my lover to fupport me againd 
himfelf. This, my dear Lucy, is the 
plan upon which I am anxious for 
your opinion. Our dear Harriot has 
very innocently increafed my mifery, 
by her eagernefs to relieve it ; though 
I liad not power to refufe her preffing 
Entreaties, I am now too painfully con- 
vinced, by my own fufFcrings, that I 
ought not to have made one of the 
party here. My peace is fled, and my 
health is wafting rapidly away. I'have 
no chance of recovering a tolerable 
^degree of quiet, but In a refolute and 
liafty retreat to my own folitary man- 
lion. I muft take, however, my deat 
toys along with me ; for all my force 
and fortitude originates in fhcm. Thfe 
Monfons, I know, will follow me 
"vvith their other little' pupils. In the 
grateful and fenfible Cardiine'l have a 

• - valu* 
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Suable boibm-friend, moft antibus 
"fbr my lafting happinefs, though coq*» 
idS^dXy in the iutereft of her generous 
prote6);or« " 

Our dear Harriot thinks me fo ta^ 
tally unfit to be my own guide, that I 
know flie would not patiently hear of 
this project, neceilary as I feel it is to 
my peafce. I think, therefore, of ac- 
Gomplifliing my departure without her 
fufpedinfg it.' All this I have fettled 
rin my own mind, and am muchealicr 
fince 1' formed the refolution. Bat 
flow,' my dear (ympathetic friend,, de- 
cide for me the great point that per* 
plexes me: (hall I, orfliall loot^ leane 
aioiig letter for Seymour; uhfolding 
mt>ft frankly to him all the painful 
- paft confltds in: my bofom ; and coo* 
-juring:him, by the fincerity of that 
•4i#nierefted love whkh'he profefib» 
' . to 
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to kt me peacea|;]iljp pttrfue the onijfUg* 

^cDodod thatcian pofltbly fecure fie 
me tht I'aflitig appfobstiofi o£ny hotuttw 
atii^d the tranquillity of my (»m4?'.J[ 
know^ if I aiked Uftrriot the qu^Atoii 
tlMt I have now propoibd to you, mj 
&ar Liicy» fl&e would wickedly imgh 
iai floy fMe, ^id toll me, thM tke. arr 
^fintimaginatton. of Seymour ¥(Oi\\i 
coAfidbrfucb »n epiftki as a delkate 
lii»t tyo pttrfue me to S^dky^hitt Bvt 
oor fprigbtly fjrifi»d.doe$ noe, i,tbiqk> 
pcrfediy nmderfiaod either SeytpcAirfiH: 
«tte» A6 to myfel/, I ftumld' Aiii)Ded}y 
-wHh to be imder Aoo4 m Iker^ly ^ii<» 
toes^e io my ^^od }. mid I .am MyH}ii>g 
^to' think that Seymo^f^ with §U his 
. impttupus fpiric^ has too mmh peA«- 
^aiioB^ and toomtieh delKuy* to.pttt 
'ib wrong a eonflro^tioo po tb#. Jbin- 
%{^age Q^ t> wamao» whss^ ihafiwUMy 
tc reveals 
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reteaiil her whdk foul to him ivitb* 
0ut a flmdow of refer ve« But ttii me 
what: you thiok ; md t^il me fpoedtlf , 
my ikar girL Stippoie yourfelf exadtj 
in nif fituation» nod teU mc how you 
^would a£l : yet you cannot 4o fo ctcnn* 
pkbely ; your iraaginatioiit lively aiul 
powerful as it is, canuct perie^ly 
iuggeft to you all fthe ftroog feeling^ of 
a mother fituated as I am. Bun how 
many ftriktng orcDmftance$. havt^ i to 
jmprefs upon my heart aU the great 
duties of that impormat charad:^^! 
The extreme lovelinefs of my chil- 
drenv the dying requeft of .my pnor 
3odlcy, the admonittona of my own 
excellent father, who, dflightiug in 
the unoommoa name chat hcg^< laet 
tifed frequently to bid me rfc»emter 
that he gave it me, not becau^a it 
^ofnded' well, and was iU^gular^ ibiit 
\' ; . becaufe 
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^ecaufekhad belonged to a Roman 
•lady diftinguifhed by the luftre of -her 
^maternal virtueis, and becaufe he hoped 
that if Heaven blefled me with children, 
it might make me as attentive asihb 
w^s to the care of their education. 
you benevolent fpirits who were, jonce 
on earth the kind ^monitors of your 
Cornelia, and are now perhaps kx)L- 
ing down upon her from Heaven, I 
will not forget you, and the principles 
wliiclv you infufed into my Ibui 1 I 
will banlfii all love frdm my bofoiD, 
but the love of thofe dear little ones 
whom you commended to my care; 31 
will live only for them* Write, ari^ 
confirm me, my dear Lucy, in this 
only fafe, this; tritrmphant refolutioii. 
No words can exprefs the relief that 1 
have found already in thus pbaiitig 
forth my whole heart to you» Yota 
2 will 
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wUl comprehend I alii its' corop liirated 
emotions. Ypu will compaflioQate all 
itjuyeaknefs. - You will 5cjpi;ce.hi its 
reviving energy. : You will ,, applaud 
my cpnfcientbus ^Jeciiion ; ; apd youc 
^ipplaufe will operate as a qordial ou 
the (lijyi trembling fpirits of 

* • 

Your moft.fincere - • 
. and afFe^ionate 

Cornelia. 

P. S. Alas ! what a poor flave am 
1 to Time and Chauce! . Five minutes 
ago I was exulting in the clofe of this 
immenfe paccjuet, and in the comfort 
I anticipated from your expelled an- 
fwer ; and now I have a great mind 
to thro vv all thefe clofely-fcribbled (heets 
into .the fire; for, behold, the great 
queftion, . on which Iwas fo anxious to 
confult you, is fuddenly become no 

queftioil 
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^effioo at all ; my maid hiiB jtrfl- told 
iftc, tlv^e hfr. Seymmif is going frorti 
m td^motmwr* Ah, tny dekr Liticy>* 
ti^hat i weak, what a d^fpieabte Crta-* 
ture layout poor vauhting GornclU! 
Though I bad firmlj r^iblved to fl/ 
from him myfelf* ! muft own to jou 
that I feel mortified to death by his 
thus retiring from me. Oh^ abomina- 
ble vanity t This is a weaknefs that 
defcrvea no quarter^ Bgt I truft it ISt 
ot\\y .the laft fluttering mometitary 
fiame of au exhaufted fire, juft on the 
point of extinction* Write to me— re- 
prove me — comfort me— exhort and 
commjand me to struggle and triumph 
overall my follies; and to mamtain 
that cahia dignity of charafter which 
you have a peculiar right to recotfi* 
mend, from the force and felicity of 
your example. Adieu ; pray remetn- 



hdt thM I have implicit ttmfiddnce ia 
yavir hotiour, andthat I depend oti your 
Odt (hewing e^en i Utie of this letter 
to jN>ur brother. 
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LETTER XL 

From£dM1^ND AUDLEY ToSfiTMOUK* 

* 

IP I iVet ttitfutt t6 atty ta^n, my 
6tdt SeyttiotiV, la cdmmi^fibn to 
eh\l{b a v^fe for m^, it ^all cettaitily 

b6 -to yt)U ; i^dt t know liot in th« 
Wodij ^ itizn more entitled to tii^ old 
ilaffical cdmplitnent <)f " v/i^ms feT^ 
marum j^dHnor^ You are mdced 
an arccompliflied judge, both of exn> 
rior and internal beauty ; of the per- 
ibn&^dni the mmd$ of xvometi ; but to 
e)iu& St i;^ife h ati ardubtisr buiinefr^ 

where 

6 
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where good luck, as well as good fenxe/ 
is fo ^fientially requifite, that, with-, 
out doubtiiig your difccrnment, I may: 
diftruft your fortune ; antl the mora 
fo, becaufe, after making one choice 
for you rfelf with confunltfiate fuccefs 
(for no woman, in my opinion, Can 
be more-fuited to you than Cornelia), 
you cannot reafonably expeft a fecon4 
ihftance of marvellous felicity in chuf^ 
ing for. your friend. Did you ever 
hear of a lottery in which the two 
twenty thoufands were felefted by one 
perfon? As to myfelf, I. am, you 
know, fo far from being fanguin€ irj 
my^xpedations of all matters depend* 
ing on chance, that I ihall probably 
pafs throvigh the world without once 
venturing on one of thefe richly prp- 
mifing matrimonial tickets; yet, be* 
lieve me, it is not becaufe I think lef^ 

•^ - • 

. highly 



hijghly of the (ex than you doi no^ 
ihdeed, after all that Wit. and Satire 
have wtitten againfl: women and wed'^ 
lock, I dm conviiiced that li^ h hard* 
ly fupportaWcf without ioma female 
eonnexiOi>; aild there is certainly no^ 
Connexion fo likely to produce lading 
pleafure and tomfort as a marriage 
where Love lil^y be confidercd as prime 
minifter, under thb fovercign authority 
6f Reaibri# But our lot^ as to niarriage 
or celibAty, : ife generally decided by 
feme little incident that ftarts up in 
the early pairt of life, and hurries us 
We kftow not whither^ It was my dcf* 
tinyj d« you aire perfe6tly apprized, to 
be ftrangely Entangled in a tender at* 
tkchriient, that i Could never entirely 
Approve^ th^t time and experience in- 
duce me ftiir inore to condemn; and 
that I yer^w^nt-the fortitude or the 
'• Vol. III. L cruelty 



crttcUyv. ;{cali it whifih W ^ilQj* 
termiuate hi tb« inatintt- tb,at woiilifl.^^ 

t«rcft, and my repatsttipOt, . t^^ i% %" 
ftature.fa febtte 8 .togiciw* m h\^ Qw^ 

defence, that he b.j^«d)y eT?r W»^*- 
<?ut a very, fpectoo^. re«foi& ^? . fuQh, 
«padu£t as hk pclvdte iscHttfttto^^ m" 
pdb h^tn tapurfue* T1va9.I if^pu^H^^j? 
celibacy, no? iblejy to. tAy. f©cret lw>»n 
dage iuide£ th^ dotmoloAi Qf t^§ tqqi 
;fondand waywaM Sylvia r>¥< ta^k-^ 
cun^ftanccs of a more hoftovwjijble woa* 
plcxbn. My . good fiiler l^^cy. fta©4f 
forth as the feir atid oftea&W,^ Wfftiw 
for my fingle Kfe^ Indeed th« hitt^F 
difappointment whkh. tJik . chs^W^I 
ciri met ivith in her m»trimp»ial pr«fr 
ped, made me very ^firw$ of fie|tlio& 
her whsre.fliie.migHii « kaflUM^py .«ib* 
authority pf a «jft. c She; .l}a« »ftW 

pre* 
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Inrefidtd aveit liiy hoofe & lohg^ haft 
^^ b6riie ber f;»culdes fd meekliy, aod 
Wf) & clear io her great qffioe/' ibst 
t^in idcUned ltd belief tare are hap^ 
{udr id jfhiis 'hMltualiy itippeartiDg tiuir 
JBierti^ tlUB^ orthcr 6f os liquid hdve 
\fOcm vitijdir mattixnoniai Aothinim. 

ThU.bbin2;kbet:a&^ you mull allmt 
the conffiniied baebelor ibo rbtaaixi tdi 
the quiet enjoytheni: of His iraiiqw od^ 
ditii^, I }i^ikw }\i{k paSEbdi tba penod at 
which Ariftpti^ fa^s the |;o€>d citizen 
iought; to Oiacry ; and liiicc I have let 
the ifafion (j^p^ I tttuft <a»nt;cOft; mytclf 
with' qctforting you to mafc^ ample 
aodwds for my omidjon. t)9 Qot» 
|^owever» fufqpofe th^ Ix^w^a td throw 

a fjQublq duty Updn you,^ Or advifc yott 

• . • *. ■- '^» - * ' 

'^ ia-m^ke Iqve altcrnatdy to the virgiu 
•iS^^d the widow ; which you koiti half- 
iucliued tu 4^ Pauger^us frolickf 

La i#lced! 
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indeed ! Pitay : be a little mdre con« 
fiaot in your deirotrs > \ and a littt^ 
inore .temperate in your reveiige.-^-^ 
Heaven preferve your lively Louifai 
Irhopeibe will foon be kiiiibd: by lip^ 
iefsiviodidive than yours, and much 
younger than thofe of the halfthoary 
^ain whom your partiality has ib un- 
^fbnably recommended to be made 
young again by her .: . 

*' Quips and cranks, atid uranton wiles/' 

Ah, Seymour, you will find per- 
haps, when you are on the verge of 
forty, that yoU' are a better judge of 
fuch difparity; ' But if I were younger 
tlian I am, I fliould ftill* dread a com- 
parifori ' with • a fwain fo ardent ; I 
ihould fancy that even the gay Loutfa, 
though 'flie boked like rofy Mirth 
when p^nttng under your fiery 'em- 
brace, might be metanSorphofed into I 

• •• green 
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green and yellow Melancholy^ upon 
excfianping that embrace for the more 
phlegmatic' careffes^ or youi friend 
Leave me, therefore, to my iingulari« 
ties. ' Let Providence provide for Loii* 
i&i and do yoQ cdnfine' all your gedt 
tie fbl^itude, ail ^your tender attedi^ 
tson, to the interefting' dm) deepiy enat 
moured Cornelia : ; . >/ * 

• ' i • • • ' •• ■' ■; •«'Fttrthe'T*ftit 
:'l Leave all to l^raven««4itf ftkhiul^' and* 

to eiprefa tcry good wjfhes to yoa iti 
thd words df a play which »' ijetcy tetts 
me, k a gmt<iavourite >6vith y6ur love^ 
iy and accoropliihed fair<>one.* ^ ^ 
^ Acee|it ouHunitedbeiJvdi^ons ;. aad 
{relieve naeetdt - - ? ,• .«- ^ 
>>- Y(NV a^ndous moiiiStitv^ 

> ratfdKffeOiofiate friend. 
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From Seymour tq EpMV jii) Avhi!ir^ 

IN cb^ag my laft to 9»qi^ injr (jodi 

'{icdfc y<eqy fytedgljTi (otsc^' gajrt jtsditigs ii) 
^vourof my love, that ■wo'^jdA aix^ 
iVMOfifii l^ine by the arch fmile of 
tb«g9<»lt:gicMBM;Caf«dino; fKI^adbl| 
fyicete and ^noft zealdtM-fribiicti'to my 

p«fii«» b|i4 .i(»^4 fyfofy very .4^tQit 

6»c9ll^.fri^^c(}.^i«»Jb'<i»i^<k<t and 
ponfufed,. |)0w^;|»i}t 6rdfiRt>d«ifoe M 
iiirvQ mo*. .^ h^c drmd of MMjfing^ 
her patrpne^, that I ha^ibnan^iffiiittib^ 
%y, i{^ drawing £ro|iifan!:j]f» :iiih|if ^e 
(^MMf 09 yatyofi) «> cmmmunic^te. At 
length, hpwev?r| t^y ^t|i(ul pinift«c 




c nipirm^ i x >» • t » y. i j i 

^^f$H)«afH€'Bfif^t,' add {jr^litea td 
m fieH-a fi^tinietlt of ^fi^ri, that mf 

Yitm btiaiiabcr-iiv my bbfdfe x^kh Hi- 

W^|fid5<^; % gfaM %'iA is acw 
feefopliai^'i itoy kquifitety tender Cor*. 
«^!b' ia jealttU^ «f ii^ tib dmrkatoC 
m^ h^r^ifd tvrjjjr ftic fHSfi Bier wifl- 
^Wi {b»i«^ liouira In ft)3^'drMs, ati4 
6ifti6ft ^itittrd ai fb* Hghtt " If I afe 
Viof t^M6 ^iPr of'h^r, ali Betfedfelc fayif, 
9 ani a vttltflftV Ifl cJoWa Bi/i h^i^, 
%'AfA a J^i^' ' I 'ffi^U h6t kaa, jti tHb 

%firdB <if thw^wy, *< I wni go t«t hst 

]f)^aure r But 1 *»iU hafttfh td |et jiSfl. 
Ifeffidn df this tticHrtititiiig -brigitiaf. 
iShal^ tiof ffij^tad, ifijr dear frhloroii's 
^WWiiit6r-; i^^-m lAt' t0 ixioifi of c*h- 

•irtWi' ahd a Aiyi ShairiKeep fuch 6fr- 
^zmg feiffibifity 6h thfc rack of her 
BM iffd&hihm abiibt^ atad fear^ ! 
ffA^^i Uie, Sfeyftioti^, I'hfear you ex- 

Jv 4 claim, 
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ftlahn, remember the^re^ticppedimeiii 

in your way ; which (m\y tl^e m^ 
patience. c^ii eiii&Ue ypa to o'erl^apw^? 
Fear no^, 9iy good friend; I- am opt 
l>)iiid to aU the obftac^es before me; au4 
have lately .difcpyered opfr, of \vbtc# 
my fagapioue iQonitQr himfelfy ptif^ 
haps, is not aw,are. YpurHiod fiftefi 
JtiBTuoty has tK)t dealt quite fo frankly 
with nie as ftp profeifes tc) do; but I 
ihall (hew her, in my turn, thaf wh^A 
I m?pt with pferve ?nd diiguife, J alitp 
can^lnake myApries of. my own, and 
(kmc^l froip my intipiatp friends both 
what } }cno\v and what | intq>^. A^^^ 
the dpcility and obedi^qce which { 
Jmve fliewfi to her papda^iics, H^rrio^ 
.pught %o hafe imparted, to ipe a fecrct 
t|iat F accidentally got a fufpigion oi^ 
and at lift with great. difficulty extort^ 

^<^i cm |h^ lioijf ft ^of9)fp 9f Ca^pVuQ, 



Or»»N mtt itA 8« I^HkA Y. I IS 

^mi^ which i(h«hAd mcoiifilecjtibB^ 

h»roajs,aiid tiogr«ite(v4:tO(i9if^, xSo.Jihf 

me;, that my de^fldql ijj|Ai}iM4^.4 
jjftfty and I defpfifatf crvcw^. .yo«, iowjr 
g}ie(3 of : Wibpt n%tfit»yr Pray; oibiG(rv«( 
l^at the £aft CorAcUa.fr^n bp|>r«<»pi(a((t 
«& vftll a^ her ; Iq^^r.j S«t> wh«t; *«f 
vpws, , my deiwr timidxj^rjsciepjtQg ? J^ 
«r5 ftot koo«f, f«)n|r:|hC:«3tpcri««C(e of 
4ges, that fon45yonj^qw||<»r^hW!a« 

• * • 

J^fe^y .majte fijggf . tQys wUh.cl>npc»l«4 
^Dg them bfQken. ; irhwotj^^ft.^med 

demolifhing c^i&:;paftfi-|ifefi; bMt,i »»>• 
palatable vpvy Pf wy lovply wid^w* 

^^s the fweet creature wUl.iweaf, I 

- ' 

Qiuft p3gk{; bgr e:}^€hange her roug^h 
"^ - oath, 



<lf«killb«rpf iititief^e^y t]i})t*di«<ifi6ft6 1 

i flboMrkx gikig t^flifths isrtifiK; Jif^ 
pttdTy id »il his 'fif^/^kh ihb 'fiMt4 

jeafMC 6di»«I«i lind i%d«Or€lb the teefdit 

J ^ Sage. I haveTet my love upon a ca0, 
' A"fid i \vin tt^rid the hazafd of tfee jixei* 

. . . . » - 

JJqw» 



HoWeycr | may profper, bpl^ve mfr 

Your jnoft affeaionaie 

P. S. Pray do not write tothUboule 
till you hear trbm xne again; at Iteft 
pn riij>ccoun,ti l^m 4?Pfirting, ira* 
iricdiately for lldn^pn, w)i?re | Iwvc 
fome jljor^ bliliilefs.td difpatch.* | ztq, 
fiefirous oF relicivipg my teii^ec Cpcnc- 
Jia frohi the, tbcm^nts of ]ealoMi(yf and 
qrlpeCulatingy at the lame time, oi| 
file efif^s which rriy unexpefted depar- 
ture tn^y produqe^bh.Ker heart,, bpfore 
J enter on rfiy ^rani and at prefent 
ViBUtterable project, .Adieul mybram 
is forking wifh anxiety^ like that of 
an alphemlft in tli^ approach of the 
hoof^which is to m'ake him either 4 

tET- 
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jFUQM LjVCY AUDLEY TO CoRNELIa\ 
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you do me juftice, my very deaf 
friend, in giving me Credit for 
the pipft perfedl {yfhpdttiy in all yoii 
endy re. Indeed, "1 * fy inpathize witK 
you fo entirely, that my fenttments 
jind wifhes feem to follow ^very vari- 
attbn^ of yours; and the little j'udge- 
inent that Nature gavQ ine is reduced^ 
I fear^ to an abfolute nothing, by the 
tecefs of my anxiety Tor your very de? 
licate and diftrej(Iins[.;iijtuati6n. I feel 
jat oiice flattered, delighted, grievcdi^ 
perplexed, and overwhelmed, by your 
moft friendly and endearing letter j 

for,^to 'imitate your charoiing frank* 

'• -> ^ . « • f 

ijefs, I rouft tell you tjiat I feel my-? 

felf 



felf Utterly unworthy to fuftain the 
part of your adviler and your guide, 
which, in your kind ^partiality, you 
feem to wi(h me to aflume. You pay 
fne a moft anin^ating compliment on 
the triumph that I gained over thy 
6wn unfortunate arid ill-placed afiec* 
tion. But what, my fweet frietad, 
what was my trial, compared toyoui^? 
To alienate a fond and fimple hesM 
from a man wbofe bafe chara€):er )iad 
been pubjickly detected, and' who 
clearly deferved general contempt, re- 
quires, I Qwn, ibme painful effi>rts; 
but fuch efforts few women, I believe, 
would fail to make with fuccefs ; be- 
caufe, as you juftly remark, our Pride 
in fuch a conflift affords a very power- 
ful fupport to our Reafon. But to rc- 
linquiih the mofl: accompliflied, the 
mofi; admired, the moft mgagtag of 

i men ; 



1^^ +HR mhtOfiY q§ 

mm; to r^iioquifli futh a beitig^ wh^H 
you know h$ 4oa|< on you with tN 

b» hft^ 2twak<;i)ed 9U th^ fe^Upgfi of tq* 
ciproPTtl aff^on i to tf Un^ii^ < hiol 
for ooe Mnhappy c^hrcijpDftancc,, M4iich 
Is rathi;r his nulsfortuQe than hie fauUi 
to reiblve and to perfevdre iok all {hisi 

may. pQ?hRps ho within the pow«r <i( 
04r ^nplic Cprnf Il[a> ^ I (hall b^ xc^ 
tQ -a^or^ you, if yon tifuke thb fa<?ri-> 
ficQI hue I mud oodfeCs that th^ po9^ 
wprtal liwy \v0qi4 hjircjjy be able ta 
pVfchafe Heaven itfclf at fach a pricie^ 
Po not! ^bhor n>^ a$ a» impiQU3 crea4 

twe, my deaf devout friond,, fqr thif 
cojlftfliwn Bdiave mq^ ihoxigh I am 
a vopy we%k, yet I am flUl a very (in^ 

Q^$ Chriftiaa; bof I am €onvi&a94 

- ■ . . 

th>t QUI* ftfUW br^i^S «3ay thint ev«tt 

of Bid^iQft t90 omch ; 'and as a poet* 
5 who 



UrJjU? w^ w«rj f;^f ff^Q^ wf^pUnj ^pifjf ,. 
H.TIltf ««*rll4if madm^ b si flint tm 1^4.^ 

r • 

. r ■ I • ^ 

Po not imaglnie that I think there- 
ligiov^ f^Uh p^ ^ h^^^nd U a^matter 
of little Gonfequence to a wife : on the, 
cpntraryjj in a, connex^iop where ua- 
expefted difcord is fo apt tq arif^^ I 
think the two minds (hquld be as nczr^ 
ly irx unifon as poflible. upori all the 
grbat obje^g^ of human Gontempljtiop# 
But where,, my dear friend, 13 Yuch 

• • ' ' ' 

comblete unifon to be found? Per- 
hap§ not upojii earth, Marriagp wo^ld 
be a rare thing incjeed if it Were never 
to be fol^ipnlied till fu.ch unifon could 
te proved- It is the "fafhioh tTicrefore, 
in this neceflary and univerfal cere- 
mphyj to take z great, deal ujpbn triift ; 
ajid BQiarty a good, vvife^. if flie fees her 



ti'> » 



]6o^ Ths kt story di^ 

kufbaiid go decently to church, troii* 
bles her head very little concertiing 
his private notions either of God or^ 
the Devil. Our ladiesandeed, in fQr«* 
mer times, were more pioufly inquili- 
tive. I have read, I think in Hudi« 
bras, of certain devout dames of qua-" 
lity, who tied their hufbands to a bed-^ 
pofl:, and whipped them too, to render 
them more godly • 

Doiiot think, my dear gentle friend^ 
that I mean to treat your fcruples.with 
a barbarous, unbecoming ridicule ; no« 
I only mean, though I attempt it but 
aukwardly, to divert your thoughts from 
dwelling too ferioudy and tntenfely on 
a lubjeft which, if you fufFer it to 
prey fa continually on your f|)irits, ttiay 
undermine your health, without, pro- 
moting any good end whatever. You 
cntpat me to fuppofe myfelf exa^^ly in 

3 y^"^^ 
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your fituation, and tell you how I 
fliould aft ; you allow, however, that' 
I cannot ^xa^ly conceive all your fdn^ 
fatioos. I anl glad you furnt(h m6 
with fuch a comfortable excufe for my 
fuperior weaknefs ; for I am dreadfully 
afraid that iti fuch a trial I fhould not 
polTcfs even a moiety of your virtue and 
refolution; my prefent paiti^ity, as 
a mere friend to this fafciniting Sey- 
mour,' convinces me of the turn th^ 
my 'feebler reafbn would take' in hia 
behalf. I fliould eafily perfuade my- 
ielf that a man, who& heart Ithbught 
had all the tender benevolence of the 
Gofpcl, and whole life, I hoped, liquid 
have much of its purity, might he ul- 
timately rfiore favoured by its Divine' 
Author, than rftany mortals who cdn* 
eeal an antipathy for his laws ui^det a 
boafted reverence for his name. ^M^ 
You III, M lorrian- 
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romantic fancy would fuggcfl: to me, 
that, if I endangered my own foul by 
accepting fuch a lover, I Ihould ftill 
more deeply endanger his by refufing 
him; and, in fuch an alternative, I 
need not tell you for which hazard a 
fond, generous, romantic fpirit might 
decide. But, if 1 cannot ftrengthen 
your refolution, as you expeft me to 
do, by fincerely profeffing myfelf equal 
to fuch a great facrifice as you medi- 
tate, I certainly ought, in owning 
my weakncfs, to own at the fame 
time my apprehenfions of its confe- 
quence. I am one, I believe, of thofc 
very common charafters, juft foolifh 
abd weak enough to ad wrong on a 
very fevere trial; and juft wife and 
virtuous enough to feel inceflant re- 
morfe for having done fo. Were I to 
j^arj^yi Seymour in your.iituation, I 

am 



turn perfuaded I (hould be wretched if 
I failed in the hope of leading him by 
gentle degrees, to my own religious 
perfuaiion. To a£t on a vain confi- 
dence in fuch a hope would be^ I ac- 
knowledge, to aft like a fool. Yet I 
feel that this folly, fortified as it 
would be by all the illufive powers of 
Love, would be infinitely too ftrong fot 
my feeble reafon. I (hould moft proba- 
bly a£l ill from good affeftionate mo- 
tives, and be the dupe and vidim of 
my own abfurdity* Alas! what A 
bitter enemy is the tendereft of paflions 
to the fweet chearful ferenity of female 
life ! Yet what different efi^efts does 
it produce irf^the different charaftera. 
ofourfex! To the gentle^ the art- 
lefs, the open-hearted, Love is often 
a deep tragedy: to the notable and dif-» 
creet, it is a fort of heavy fentiment«l 

M a comedy 1 
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comedy : to the perfedlly vain and ca* 
priciouSy it is neither Bfcttcr nor worfe 
than an abfolute farce. Now, my 
dcareft Cornelia, in my meditation 
upon Love and You (two ideas moft 
cafily united !) I have conceived a wifli 
and a hope that you may difarm the 
cruelty of this tyrant, by treating him 
with a little levity, which, though 
foreign, 1 confefs, to your natural tem- 
per, may be falutary and graceful in 
your prefent very Angular (ituation. I 
think you are at prefent fo circum- 
ftanced, and your agitated fpirits arc^ 
iu fuch a tender ftate, that you cannot 
decide cither for oragainft your Idvcr, 
without incurring fuch fevere pain as 
all who have the delight of knowing 
you muft be anxious for your avoids 
ing. But what neceflity is there for 
jmy immediate! decifion ? Truft me, , 

there 



there is none. Pray let me teach you 
to play the coquette a little. Tell 
this precipitate Seymour, that, young 
^i4 admired as you are, you iQuft tak^ 
fome time to look round the .world, 
jLOd fee what multitudes of accomplifb* 
ed men it exhibits, before yau deign 
to beflow your ipvaluable felf qq any 
ppe of the crew;, Tcill him, he has 
japt pafled through ^ pejriod of proba>- 
tion half long pnpugh tp convince you 
,of his attach nient. Diipatch him as 
your ambaflador to our divine Giuli- 
ana ; and bid him lifteo to that hear 
veply enthyfiail for a twelvemonth. 
Truft mc, my dear friedd, you may 
venture to :fepd him round the world^ 
without any danger of his OQt return* 
ing to you with all Jtb? loyalty of 
J>ove. But you, dear jealous creature, 
4ii^Qul4 haye 9 thoufaud apprebeufions. 

M 3 Ohovi^ 
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O how I love you for the very fran^ 
confeffion in your poftfcript concern- 
ing his unexpedled departure ! I ihould 
have begun to ftand in dreadful awe of 
you, as an abfolute angeU but for that 
comfortable, endearing confeffion.-^-? 
There I fee my fellow-creature; there, 
my dear, you are a true woman ; for 
we can none of us bear to be deferted, 
even by the man whom we are refor 
lute to difcard. But I can fafely allure 
you, that Seymour is no ipore able tq 
defert you, than the poor fparrow, 
whofe little leg is fettered, is able to 
.fly away from the half-happy and 
half-terrified girl, who holds him in 
her ftring. Be gentle, be tranquil 
yourfelf ; and in time, I am perfuaded, 
you will infpire this wild flatterer with 
^s much patience and docility as you 
pgti wi(h hirn to poflefs. That Hear 

yen, 
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ven, my dear friend, may proportion 
your happincfs, even on earthy to the 
exquifite tendernefs and purity of your 
heartj is the cordial and ardent prayer 
of 

Your moft faithful 

and affedionate 

Lucy* 



LETTER XIV. 

From Mrs. Audley to Lucy. 

■p R AY, my good girl, can you fend 
us any comfortable tidings of the 
run-away Seymour? To my utter 
aftoni(hment, we are all in a flate of 
difmal darknefs concerning him. He 
left us, rather abruptly, on the pre- 
tence of fuddcn buiinefs in London. 

M 4 Au 
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An odd ieafbn this for bufinefs in th»* 
QQCtropQlis ! . From th<Mice be baa 
written me a letter tbac is very unlike 
himfelf, very, ^'gmatiiraly and full of 
cold and formal civility. I thought I 
difcovered a great cloudinefs on his 
brow for fbme day^ before he left us ; 
and I am perfuaded that fomething 
prefled with unufual weight upon his 
xnindy though fae would not (^onfefs it 
to me. I feem to have difobliged him, 
yet I know qpt how ; and my dear 
Audley affured me, on Seyrpour's fud- 
den departure, that he was as much- 
puzzled as I am to account for thf 
ilriking change in this behaviour of 
our gucft. Thp Lovers cannot have 
had one of the petty quarrels fo apt 
to arife between Lovers, becaufe, with 
z marvellous fingularity of difcretiop 

and referve, they haye abftained ftotn 

all 
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all private interviews, i know not 
what to think* Sometimes I fancy that 
hia hafty and ynexpeSc^ decampment, 
is a mer^ amorous ftratagem, to try 
th« real force of hi$ fair^one's afFedion j 
yet Seymour 13 by no means a crea- 
ture of artifice. Sometimes I am ready 
to fear that, like others of his vola* 
tile fex and age, he is become a trair 
tot in Love, and that bis heart has 
been feduced by the fprightlinefs and 
bloom of Louiik to forget its loyalty 
to the poor, penfive, and pale Corne-^ 
lia, who is in truth moft grievoufly 
altered of late, and feems to fuiSer a 
daily diminution of her beauty and 
litr health, that i!vounds me to the 
fpul. Yet, as hi3 penetrating eyes 
muA have difcovered that thii» cruel 
fffcQ. has been occaHoned by her un<> 
fluiet love for him, I am rather in* 

clined 
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dined to believe that it would more 
itTcreafe than diminifh the attachment 
ef a heart fo generous and fo tender^ 
But ^' I am weary of conjectures ;** 
and, alas ! I know not how ^^ to end 
them/' unlefs you can furni(h us with 
fome authentic intelligence of our too 
interefting^ fugitive. If there is any 
one here who is more in his confidence 
than I am, it mufl: be his grateful 
Caroline, as he calls her ; but if Caro* 
line is really his prime confident (as I 
a little fufped) (he is a VQvy clofc and 
trufly one indeed/ as I cannot force a 
fytlable from her lips that will enable 
me to goefs at his prefent intentions* 
The warm-hearted creature will only 
fay of her prote<ftor, whom (he deems 
it a' crime to mention without confix 
dence and refpedl, that (he will pawn 
her life for the iincerity and continu-p 

ance 
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ance of his friendfliip for me, and of 
his love for Cornelia. Alas, the poor 
Cornelia ! (he declares herfelf greatly 
relieved by Seymour's fudden depai"- 
ture ; and fuch is this great relief, that 
ihe can hardly fpeak of it without 
dropping a tear; but whether a tear of 
heavenly gratitude, or of mortal re* 
gret, I (hall leave you, my dear faga- 
cious (ifter, to guefs. For my part, 
I am quite out of luck, in my at- 
tempts to ftudy and to correct the 
reftlefs feelings of both our friends ; 
and as it often happens to a well-mean- 
ing mediator, I have partly loft the 
favour and confidence of each. Sey- 
mour is apparently difpleafed with me; 
9n4 I have offended the gentle Corne-^ 
lia too, by reprefcnting, perhaps too 
forcibly, the inability of her tender 
frame to perfevere without rilking her 

6 life 
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life in an utter abjuration of the mati 
(he adores* Her delicate pride was a 
little wounded by my diftrufting her 
fortitude ; but I hope I have njade my 
peace with her, by a lucky quotation 
of a paiTage from an old obfcure play^ 
which I happened to light ujpon very 
opportunely* It Aruck me as a plea- 
fant hint to us good women, who 
pique ourfelves now and then a little 
too much on the fuppoied (Irepgth of 
our virtuous refolutions^ Here are the 
^ords for you ; 

^' What woman hath 

So faird about the world of her. own 
heart, 1 

Sounded each creek, furvey*d each coir- 
ner, but 

That ftill there may remain much terr^ 
incognita 

To hcrfelf ? 

you, 
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You, I know, my dear Lucy, will 
fmile at the moral truth, as well as 
the poetical quaintnefs, of thefe lines : 
they made even Cornelia fmile : 

** Albeit unufed to the fmiling mood/* 

In truth, we are all grown a fet of 
poor difmal creatures fince our knight 
errant fet forth from this caftle in 
queft of new and unknown adventures; 
even the laughter-loving Louifa has 
loft her gaiety, and mopes like a fick 
kitten. As to myfelf^ you will per« 
eeive but too clearly, by my letter, 
that I am fadly out of tune and fpirits ; 
but you will not wonder at my being 
fo, when ybu know that, befides my 
anxiety for our dear fuffering Cornelia, 
{ have fome inquietude to endure for 
vay husband, who is fummoned to the 
death-bed, I fear, of his old friend and 
ftvourite fellow-coUegian poorVerney : 
5 an 
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an event that gives a double chill to 
my heart, from a painful and perhaps 
fooli(h, yet natural, combination of 
ideas, which you, my dear Lucy, will 
be too ready to catch ; but though the 
health of our dear Audlcy has been 
ever more delicate than that of his 
early friend, let us hope that he is def- 
tined, for all our fakes, to enjoy a 
much longer life. Help us, my good 
girl, to diflipate the gloom that hangs 
over us, by your chcarful letters* I 
conclude that Seymour will poft, be- 
fore he returns to us, to his dear privy- 
counfellor Edmund ; and I charge you 
to give us the quickeft tidings that you 
poflibiy can. of his fafe arrival at your 
gate ; as we (hall otherwife begin to 
lurmrfe, that the faithlefs rover is fled 
to Genoa, or the Lord knows whither* 
Take pity, therefore, on our igno^ 

rancc 
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ranee and our terrors ; and, accepting 
the united kind wiflies of the poor de- 
folate females in this man-deferted caC- 
tie, believe me ever 

Your affeftionatc 

Hahriot* 



LETTER XV. 
From Seymour to Edmund Audley. 

DO not think, my deareft Ed- 
mund, that I have treated you 
ungratefully, in keeping you for fev€- 
' ral weeks in fufpenfe and dark inquie- 
tude concerning the deftiny of a friend 
for whom you have ever exprefled the 
moft engaging anxiety. A thoufand 
circumftances have confpired to prevent 
my giving you more fpeedy intelligence 

of 
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of my proceedings. Inftead^ thertf.^ 
fore, of accufing me for beitig filent 
fo long, give me great credit for at-* 
tempting to write to you in thefe mo- 
ments. I fay attempting to write; for 
I am not fure that I can, even for your 
fake, confine my attention to my paper; 
and you will not wonder at my doubts 
when I tell you, that every nerve in 
my frame is trembling with anxious 
impatience for the expected arrival of 
my Cornelia; yes, of my Cornelia. 
She is approaching to my arms, and I 
am waiting in the houfe of ft good el- 
derly man of God^ with a blefled in- 
ftrument in my pocket, called a fpe^ 
cial licence^ prepared on purpofe to 
make the dear angel my own Cornelia 
by the fweet luftre of the evening ftar. 
At this news my dear timid philofo- 
pher himfelf will burfl: into a (hout of 

trium- 
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triumphant tranfport. But hold ! I 
muft not betray you into treacherous 
exultation, though I have the naoft fan-» 
guine hopes that we (hall fpeedily ex- 
ult together, on the confunimation fo 
devoutly and fo prophanely wiflied. I 
have fworn by Connubial Juno, to 
make the lovely fond creature my bride 
this very night, if all-powerful Love, 
with his capital agents. Opportunity 
and Importunity, can accomplifh it. 
Do not exclaim againft my rafhnefs and 
precipitancy* I have been driven to 
the meafures I am purfuing. If vows 
are taken againft me, muft I not op- 
pofe them by ftronger vows ? Do you 
think Cupid is fuch a paltry engineer, 
that if a mine is contrived againft him 
he cannot counteract it by a fuperior 
mine of his own contrivance ? Do not 
fear.— The plan of my furprize and at^ 
Vol. III. N tack 
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our dear diffident Cornerm (lands m 
dreadful awe of your devout brother ; 
and that although your pleafant and 
friendly (ifter Harriot warmly profeflfes 
herfelf an advocate for our union, yet 
(he fometimes makes ufe of arguments 
which produce, perhaps, an efFeft ra- 
ther injurious to my caufe, by offend- 
ing the delicacy of Cornelia. For thefe 
and fundry other reafons, we agreed 
alfo in the opinion that my dear timid 
angel would be much more likely to 
indulge all the tendernefs of her heart, 
if I could contrive to pafs a day with 
her at a diftance from her pious friends. 
We meditated on various fchemes to 
accomplifli this great objeft. Chance 
at length fuggefted a plan to us that I 
have purfued with the moft fanguine 
hopes of fuccefs. You may, perhaps, 
have heard of a very worthy old cler- 
. . 4 gyman, 
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gyman, whofe name is Danvcrs, and 
who reiides about fifteen miles to the 
South of your brother. With this Di- 
vine I had a (light perfonal acquaint* 
ance, as he is indebted for all his little 
preferment to the family of my mo- 
then He is a primitive, fimple, retired 
charader ; as unlike as podible, they 
tell me^ to thofe modern men of God 
who have made me, I confefs, not 
very partial to priiefts, Danvers is fond 
of privacy and peace, and he was once 
uncommonly happy in his domeftic 
circle ; but death has robbed him, not 
only of an excellent wife, but of a 
daughter who fupplied her place in 
training his younger olive-branches, 
of which (as they (eldom fail you know 
in holy ground) the good man has 
abundance. Thefe diftrefiing events in 
his family obliged the honefl old par- 

N 3 fon, 
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fon, at the hazard of a little icaildal, 
to call in a female afHAant ; and, moft 
fortunately for me, the humble gover- 
nefs of his younger children is a fifter 
pf my grateful Caroline. While we 
were debating how to contrive a pri- 
vate interview for me with Cornelia 
at a diftance from your brother's, Caro- 
line happened to receive a letter from 
her fifter, who appears to be a good 
girl, almoft as warm-hearted as herfelf^ 
This letter was to fay, that^ having 
many duties on herhands^ which con« 
fined her at home, fhe was ynable to 
accomplifh her ardent dcfire of coming 
to vvifti her fitter joy of her fortunate 
marriage; but, as the indulgent Cor- 
nelia had once had the good nefs to bring 
Caroline to her, ihe moft humbly pe- 
titioned for a repetition of that favouf 
on the prefcnt joyous occafiod, 

5 Thi« 



This letter ftruck both Caroline and 
tne as a ray of light from Heaven. 
Our quick imaginations began imme- 
diately to make it our giride in form-- 
ing thfe pi-qjea that I was Co ankious 
to fettle. It was agreed that I Ihould 
iJepaft fuddenly from your brother^ 
and, by hot explaining the canfe or 
time of my abfence, awaken all the 
little jealous furmifes and fond alarms 
in the heart of Cornelia, to whiCk 
that tender heart is fofficiently in- 
clined ; <hat I ihould haften to re- 
ftew and increafe my acquaintance 
\Vith Mr. Danvers, and engage hint 
moil firmly in my intereft by every 
poflSble expedient. Caroline under- 
took to furnifh me with cenftant in- 
telligence concerning the health an4 
affe6lions of my dear and thus ap- 
parently deferred widow. Alasi my 
tender angel has fuffered not a little 

N 4 from 
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from this apparent deiertion; but I 
hope foon to make her a rich atone- 
paent for life ; and, as the intelligent 
C^aroline fays, nothing is fo delicious 
and overcoming as the fudden (igbt 
of a Lover, whom a fond heart has 
almof): defpaired of ever feeing again. 
Ept, to refume the thread of my ftory : 
jxxy excellent confederate undertook 
alfo to engage Corqelia for a diftant 
^ay, to ride with her in the chaife to 
TS/lr. Danvers's, aqd to let Mpnfon at- 
tend them on horfeback. I was to 
have early notice of the time appoints 
ed, that I njight arrive th^re the day 
before, andadjufl: all rqatters in the 
beft nqethod I could devife %o accom- 
plifli the grand obje£l of my wiHies. 
I ought to tell you, however, in juA 
tjce to the excellent Caroline, that 
t^efore ihe would confent to this final 

arrange-! 
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arrangement of our plan, which looked, 
file faid, like betraying her patronefs 
kito my hands, (he bound me, by the 
moft folemn oaths, that I fhould not 
attempt to make Cornelia my wife by 
any fpecies of violence, but merely by 
the fair influence of fond and paffioiir 
ate intreaty, an engine which my 
zealous confederate thinks fufficieutly 
powerful to enfure us a vi£tory. Hea- 
ven grant that (he may prove as true a 
prophet as (he i^ a trufty and invalu- 
able ally ! I have at length accom- 
pli(hed all the important preliminary 
points. As you know I little regard 
eitiier fatigue or expence in the pur- 
fuit of projedis that intereft my heart, 
you will readily believe that I have 
not been inactive or tardy in the great 
article of making Danvers my friend, 
} have been fortunately able to pro- 
vide 
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vide for two brdnches df bis family f 
and i have fo complHely ingratiated 
snjrfeif with this warm*htarted old 
Divine, that I believe he woiakl be happy 
to marry me to an emprefs, without 
ilipulatitig or wifhiilg for a mttre a$ 
his reward* I have prepared him with- 
a general ) and, as you may fuppofe, a 
favourable idea of my pretentions atid 
views towards his lovely expefted vi- 
iitant, I have obtained a cordial pra« 
mife from him, that, if I find it ex* 
pedient, he will appear as my advo* 
<ate, in oppofition to any religious 
fcruples that my fond, yet reluftant 
fair-one, may urge againft me ; for 
this honeft man of God mod candidly 
acquiefces in my leading propofition, 
that if I pay an exterior reverence to 
our Eftablifiied Religion, and folemnly 
engage to have my children -educated 

itt 



in the belief of that Religion, there 19 
nothing farther which ought to he fe^ 
quired of me ; and all the reft h a pri-^ 
vate bnfinefs between my own heart 
and Heaven, This delightful old Di- 
vine goes farther on my fide, as he is 
both in theory atid praftide a warnr 
friend to th6 fupport and increafe of 
the world. He fays, that my lovely- 
widow, having promifed to wed no 
other man, cannot refufe me without 
;a crime, and a great crime too; he 
fays, no lefo than a breach of the pri- 
mitive- command ; a command which 
Ihe has twice proved herfelf moft ad- 
mirably qualified to fulfill. Here is a 
Parfon for you, my dear Edmund ! a 
Parfon after my own heart ! for whofe 
fake I fhall be reconciled, I think, to 
the whole fraternity that I have fo 
cordially detefted. He is, in truth, a 

plea- 
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pleafant original charaftcr, that you, 
my dear moralift, would have particu- 
lar delight in obferving. It was his 
maxim, he fays, in early life, that if 
he had a faithful woman to embrace, 
and a (pirited book to read, with a de- 
cent provifion of da^ily bread, he (hould 
have every thing that his mind or body 
had a right to require ; and he held it 
wifer to fit contentedly down with 
thefe bleffings, than to fcramble for the 
clerical toys of the world. In con- 
formity to thefe principles, he devoted 
himfelf to his wife and his ftudy. The 
firft I know only by her fruits : and 
th^fe do her credit. In his (ludy I am 
now writing; and, if my heart and foul 
were not too much occupied by the 
fcene in which I am foon to fuftain fo 
trying a part, I would give you a mi- 
i)Ute defcription of this neat little li- 
brary, 
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brary, and the fathers in. folio, who 
are now flaring me in the face as if 
aftoniflied at finding fuch an uncleri- 
cal fellow as I am in the midft of fuch 
company. The worthier mafter of 
thefe venerable fhelves is walking in 
the little orchard that I command 
from the window, and meditating, I 
truft, a very pious and eloquent ha- 
rangue in my favour. With two fuch 
fupporters as this liberal friendly man 
of God and the zealous beloved Caro- , 
line, I think it is hardly poflible for 
me to fail ; yet, as the hour of deci- 
fion draws nearer and nearer, 1 feel the 
agitation of my heart increafing in the 
moft painful degree. One moment I 
am overwhelmed with the tranfport- 
ing idea of perfe£t fuccefs ; and the 
next, I am ready to (ink under the 
agpnies of a fancied difappointment. 

But 
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But what (houU 4ifappoint me ! If* 
ihe is a woman, and I have pretty 
good r^afoas for thinking her the very 
quiat^ii^nce of woman in tendernefs 
and djSei^ion^ ihe r^uik infallibly yield 
to the arguments of my Xx>ve, and the 
pailionat^ ardour with which I mean 
to enforce them« But, my dearefl 
friend, I really can write to you no 
longer ; and, truft me, I have put no 
little conftraint on myfelf in writing 
thus far. Heaven knows if yon will 
find what I have written intelligible : 
I have no time, or faculties, to exa- 
ixiine% My fcrawl will at leaft con- 
vince you that I am, however agitated, 
and however precipitate in your opi- 
nion, yet ever 

Your grateful and affe^lionate, 
though ungovernable, 

Seymour. 
P. S. 






P. S. I am jijft withiJrawing from 
the Pvfonage, ^$ I thinjc it better for 
me »ttt to farprifc the dear tender crca-* 
lure tUl flie is refrefhed after her lit-^ 
tlejoiiniey; I have determined, there- 
£0f% oot to make my appearance till 
9£ter their early dinner. Heavens ! if 
(he ihould not arrive to that dinner t 
How I tremble, left my fweet angers 
healthy which, as Caroline writes me 
wordy is grown more and more deli- 
cate, fliould prevent her joining this 
littk party^ though ihc has. promifed 
to be with tkem ; for (he is all fweet- 
fi^fs and good^nature, and has co»tra<St« 
ed an efteem for the venerable Dan^ 
vers ! Adieu 1 I Qiall put this letter, 
Hnfealed, into, my pocket, to difpatcb 
t£^.you from the little inn to which I 
am retreatipgr 

P. S. 
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P, S. the fecond. 
Joy ! Joy I my dear Edmund- I 
am this inftant enlivened by a delici- 
ous billet from the faithful Caroline* 
My angel is adlually arrived ; her 
health a little redored, her ipirits ten- 
derly in tune ; the fweet foul was much 
gratified by an oftenfible letter which I 
lately fent my trufty confidant, expref- 
iing the real anxiety of my foul con- 
cerning the late vifible change in her 
health. Now, Love and Eloquence, in- 
fpire me ! Farewell. — ^The moments 
grow precious indeed, for before mid- 
night I (hall be as blefl as a demi-god 
or as miferable as a demon. Do not 
blame me. The chance is worth the 
conflift. Whatever its event, I will, if 
I am alive, affuredly write to you to- 
morrow ; fo hope the beft, and once 
more farewell. 

LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 

FilOM THB SAME TO THE 5AME* 

AL L is over; — We have encoun- 
tered ; and how fevere the en-^ 
counter has proved to both parties you 
may judge, when I tell you that each 
may defcribe the event in the famous 
words ofpoorFrancistheFir ft of France, 
'^^ We have loft every thing but our 
Honour.'* Never \v2is a conteft more 
dbftinately fupported ; vi6tory there is 
none; nor any profpeft of renewing 
the contention. I am diftraded with 
a thoufand unutterable feelings, com- 
pQUrtded chiefly of fliame, admiration, 
and anger. I hav« a<5led fo dire6lly 
t)ppbfite to your counfels, that I cannot 
fly to you for confolation ; for though 
Vol. hi. O I am 
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I am certain you would ftill very wil- 
ingly give me all m your power, I 
could not receive any thing like com- 
fort from you under my prefent fen- 
fations. It feemsas if I could bear the 
found of no human voice but that of 
Giuliana. I (hall fteal away to Italy ; 
and if I can fufficiently calm my per- 
turbed fpirits as I travel, I will give 
you a faithful narrative of the fcene 
which has made me perhaps a wretch 
for life. At prefent 1 am fo unable 
to decyphermy own complicated emo- 
tions, that I really cannot tell whether 
my love is heightened or extingui(hed. 
In one moment the exquifite tender- 
nefs of Cornelia is the obje£t of my ido- 
latry ; in the next, her pride and fu- 
perftition awaken my indignation and 
abhorrence. Yet her tendernefs — O 
God! my dear Edmund, you never 

faw 
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faw or heard of fuch angelic teddernefs-^ 
but you (hall hear it all when I grow 
irlore compofed, — Farewell. 



LETTEk XVIL 

From Mks. Audley to Lucy. 

IT falls to my lot, my dear Lucy^ 
to give you that intelligence which 
I folicited from you. Would to Hea- 
ven it were more chearful ! But the 
intraftable impetuous Seymour has in- 
volved himfelf, and all of us, in gloom ' 
and wretchednefs. Inftead of pafling 
a few focial and comfortable weeks 
With you and Edmund, as I hoped he 
would, this hafty provoking creature 

O 2 has 
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lias been tr ylog a dcfperate projeft with 
the poor woprepared Gornelia^ H? has 
reduced her ihattci'^ nerves to the 
moft pitiable weaknefs that you can 
poffibly imagine, but without gaining 
the triumph he expefted over her re* 
ligious refolution. 

You, I know, my good girl, will 
join with me inadtairing, inidolizing^ 
the unconquerable fortitude of this 
pure angel ; and in lamenting, at the 
fame time, the fevere deftiny by which 
her tranquillity and her heahh are {p 
cruelly deftroyed. But I am talking to 
you as if you were aheady apprized of 
the diftrefling ftory that 1 hdve to im- 
part. You will, I know, be painfully 
eager to hear all the particulars ; and, 
as you have an unqueftionable right 
to hear them, I will give you. as'many 
as I can. 

4 If 
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If Caroline had not her hrgh obli* 
gations, her ardent gratitude, and great 
merit of all kinds, to atone for one in* 
difcretion, I know not how it would 
be poffible for me to forgive her; for 
{he has been, in great meafure, the 
fource of all our prefent diftrefs. She 
has been the confederate of Seymour 
in a long train of artifice and deceit 
towards Cornelia ; to which I (hould 
have thought her ingenuous nature 
could never have confented. But Gra- 
titude, like Love, may be allowed to 
be blind; and this warm-hearted crea^ 
ture has afted in the whole affair from 
fuch generous motives, and is fo deep 
a fufFerer in her own h^art and foul 
from the failure of the projeft, that, in- 
ftead of feeling any lading anger againfl: . 
her, (he is nearly as much the objedt 
of my pity and admiration as our 

O 3 dear 
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. dear unfubdued, but exhaufted and air 
moft lifelefs, Cornelia herfelf, 

Inftead of beginning my ftory as I 
ought to do, I am ftill running into 
refle<5lions upon it. But, that I may 
not torture your afFe£lionate curiofity, 
I will grow a more methodical hifto- 
rian, and relate all I know in due 
order. 

Yefterday morning the Monfons and 
Cornelia fet forth, on an expedition for 
the day, to vifit a very worthy old ru- 
ral Divine, whofe houfe and young 
family have been lately entrufted to a 

filler of Caroline-s ; and as the girl 

» 

may be thought rather too young herr 
felf for the office of fuch a governefs, 
our good Cornelia has been folicitous 
to countenance her, by attending her 
favourite Caroline whenever flie went 
to fee her fifter. I little thought that 

'the 
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the expedition of yefterday had any 
motive on the part of Caroline, ex- 
cept fifterly affedion. Cornelia was 
rather inclined to remain with us, but 
I united my entreaties to thofe of the 
eager fuppliant Caroline, and prevailed 
on her to join the little party, as I 
thought the ride and the amufcment 
of a new chearful fcene would be bene- 
ficial to her declining health. In the 
evening I and Louifa grew very anxious 
for her return. The clock ftruck nine, 
and no Cornelia appeared, though we 
had charged her to avoid the being 
abroad after fun-fet. As my niece and 
I were alone, we began to alarm our- 
felves with various fancied and fearful 
caufes of her delay. * We fauntered in 
weary expeftation, and, after looking 
a hundred times over the pales, were 
returning in defpair into the houfe, 

O 4 when 
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i^jhen wc heard a horferaan gaUoping> 
at full fpeed behind us, which, as: wq. 
had now only the ftars to light us^ 
incrcafed our alarm. It w.as Monfba, 
whom the confidcrate Caroline had 
difpatched to fave us from painful 
anxiety, He aflured us that Cornelia 
was fafe and well; but that the hours 
had glided away fo imperceptibly, and 
the evening was grown fo late before 
{he thought of departing from Mr. 
^Danvers's, that flie would not return 
*till the niorrow. My apprehenfions 
were more awakened than quieted by 
this meflage, I began to crofs-examine 
Monfon. He is a brave honeft crea- 
ture, without any talents for equivo- 
cation. I foon brought him to a con? 
feffion that Seymour had joined the 
party. Judge, my dear girl, of the 
unbetterable tumult of joy and concern,. 

of 
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of hope and fear^ that begani ta reiga 
in my thoughts from this iaformatioiu 
I could get little nnore from Moi:ifon« 
He conjured me to hope and believe 
the beft, and to wait patiently for the 
important tidings of next day ; offering 
to ride back immediately, thajt I might 
have thofe tidings with the utmoft ex- 
pedition. This, however, 1 would not 
allow. We all withdrew to our beds ; 
but, for my part, I could not fleep a 
\yink; and, about one, I heard the 
rattle of Coroelia's chaife,. driving haf- 
tily to the door. I guefled how it 
was > and flew, half-naked, with my 
night-gown wrapped round me, to re- 
ceive her. She had croflcd the hall^ 
and reached the library ; but could get 
no farther. The moment I appeared^ 
(he fprang towards me ; but funk into 
my arms, and fainted. As foon as (he 

revived. 
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revived, (he afked wildly for her chil- 
dren; and, hurrying mto her chamber, 
Ihe threw herfelf on her knees by the 
fide of their bed, and exclaimed, *' O 
my dear infants, it is for your fake 
that I have torn my poor heart to 
pieces ! and God himfelf will rear you 
in innocence and happinefs as my re- 
ward. But what will become of the 
loft Seymour ? His violent nature 
will plunge him in vice, in mifery, in 
perdition !" At thefe words her whole 
frame was convulfed with anguifh. — 
The penitent and affrighted Caroline 
joined with me in conjuring her to be 
calm and filent ; to let us put her im- 
mediately to bed, and give her fome 
of the medicine to which fhe has fre- 
quently had recourfe of late, and with 
conftant good efFeft, in the fcvere agi- 
tation of her nerves. The poor defb- 

late 
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late foul was now all obedience to our 
injunctions. She fpoke not a fy liable 
more, but to exprefs her forrow for 
proving fuch a fource of trouble to her 
friends, and to blcfs us for our atten- 
tion^ Caroline and I did not ftir from 
her chamber till we had fecn her tole- 
rably compofed on her pillow. We 
then retired together to my room^ 
where the felf-accufing Caroline began 
at once to condemn and to apologize 
for her own condudt. 

It feems, this well-meaning creature 
had unguardedly betrayed to Seymour 
the hafty vow of Cornelia. From that 
rnoment his fiery indignant fpirit be- 
came intractable. Nothing would ap« 
peafe him but ^ promife from Caroline 
Jo affift him in the fecret contrivance 
of fuch a projeft as they have juft car- 
ried into execution. Caroline confefles 

they 
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they both thought, and I muft own X 
fhould have beea of their opmion, thvit 
if Seymour could obtain any good pri- 
vate opportunity of urging Cornelia to 
all inftant marriage, (he was too deep- 
ly enamoured to have the power of re- 
filling his ardent and paffionate en- 
treaties. I muft fay, their plot was v-ery 
ingenioufly conduced. Seymour, in- 
defatigable in every purfuit where hisi 
affedlions are interefted, and fanguinc 
in every hope that his heart and fancy 
confpire to cherifli, had contrived to 
make the old clergyman Mr. Danvers 
his hearty friend and advocate, and had 
provided himfelf with a fpecial licence, 
that, if a fingle moment of yielding ten- 
dernefs fhould prefent itfelf, he might 
be fure of rendering it dccifive, and ef- 
fe£lually preclude the dear Icrupulous 
rcludant Cornelia from ^11 poflibility 

of 
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of receding. The vehement and art- 
ful creature, though he had been lurk- 
ing focne time at Mr. Danvers*s, did 
not make his appearance till after din-^ 
iier. Our fweet, unconfcious, and un- 
fufpefting friend was vifibly furprized 
and delighted at the firft fight of him» 
What pafled in their private confer- 
ence my informer cannot tell; but I 
imagine and hope that Edmund will 
have a ftill account of this ra(h and 
cruel affair from the hot-brained lover 
himfelf. Alas ! poor fellow, he is pro- 
bably cool enough by this time ; for I 
have fome reafon to fuppofe that he 
paffed the night, like a fad wild Quix- 
ote as he is, on horfeback, and perhaps 
wandering through our woods ; but 
more of his nightly adventure in its 
proper place. I muft return to Mr* 
Danvcrs's. Caroline fays, that, when 

Sev- 
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Seymour had been about two hours 
alone with Cornelia, he came with a 
moft agitated countenance to Mr. Dan- 
vers, and faid, '* I have been talking. 
Sir, to no purpofe, to the moft mar- 
ble-hearted woman that God ever creat- 
ed. Pray, my good venerable friend, 
pray come, and try for me if your ar- 
guments have more influence with her 
than mine.'* Caroline remained with 
her fifter, while Seymour renewed his 
attack with his reverend ally. She 
fays, fhe could hear that their difcourfe 
was very warm and loud; but as no 
one came out of the room, and it grew 
late, {he fent off her hufband to me, 
with the beft meflage that (he could 
devife in her confufion, to prevent 
my being alarmed. The fecret debate 
was continued, with encreafing vehe- 
mence, for more than another hour ; 

when 
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when Danvers c^me out to Caroline, 
exclaiming, " Your lady is an at>gci 
indeed ! I did not think there could be 
fuch divine eloquence, and fuch ange- 
lic integrity and fortitude, in woman! 
But pray go and perfuade her not to 
depart, as (he talks of doing, at this 
late hour; but to honour and fanftify 
my humble roof by fleeping under it, 
1 proteft to God, Ihe (hall be obeyed 
as an angel in all things. I will fooner 
forfeit all the great ble(Iings that I owe 
to thegenero(ity of Mr. Seymour, than 
ever appear as her antagonift again* 
She muft be obeyed ; but pray go, and 
try to prevail on her to (lay with us 
to night.'* Upon this the poor dlfcon- 
certed Caroline ventured into the roon^^ 
abaflied and trembling, as (he fays, 
left (he (hould have incurred the ever- 
iafting difpleafure of that kind patro^J- 

ncfs 
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ncls wJyotfi ?t U'ould be worfe fhaa 
dc^th to o^ndt Onlief opening , the 
door, a fcene pff feiited itfelf jo. her ex* 
zQly the i-er^^fe of what (Kt.expe^ed. 
&ey4¥»our was filcnt, dejefted^ weep- 
ing ; Cornelia fpeaklng, with a coun-* 
lewance radiant and glowing. / She , in- 
terropted and anticipated thefirjft pra^r 
of the penitent Caroline for pai^don*; 
•^ Your deceit, my good friend, Qi^ied 
the forgiving angel, has, I know, ariftn 
partly from miftaken kindnpfs towards^^^ 
me, and partly from a Iau(|^ble gratis.; 
tiide towards one whofe fervices to,., 
yoii may Turely give a fandion to any ^ 
virtuous excefs. But, for Heavei^'a* 
fake, m^y dear Carolina, order^^tha ; 
chaiCB iramediatelv." " Aye, order it * 
immediately, .cried Seymour, ftartii^g > 
frrtn S fort of fullen reverie. Tlie.maa 
I fervices (he condefcend^-to com* 

phmeut 



j^liment cannot obtaitl from her the 
little facrifice of hfcr pride." *« Un^ 
generous SeymoUf^ exdainied the of- 
fended angeli have yod a right to ac« 
cule me of pridd? you, to whorti I have 
fondly declared that, if you wefe but 
a faithful worfliiper df the God I wor- 
fliipy I would rathei* be fbur wife thaii 
married to any man, however exalted 
by faculties or ftatidn ?** At this very 
juft and tender reproof the fdllen and 
imperious Seymour threw himfelf at 
her feet^ and began to kifs her hand 
with great vehemence^ bathing k with 
his tearsj Caroline paufed^ and hoped 
that the ordei* for the Chaife Would be 
tecalted; but, alas ! it was repeated by 
the unlhaken Cdtnelia. *^ It is decid*-^ 
td then, cried Seymour, fpringing up 
with a frantid air : we are to part for 
ever r* Caroline heatd no niore'i but^ 
Vol. Ill, P quitting 
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quittiQg the room, w^nf to oritt tlW 
chaife ; aiid^ to her afloni^UDeDjt, faw 
Cornelia get i;uto it UQdtt^n4^ by Sey* 
niour« She ^ys, that her own ]^1}K 
ac th^t moment was the tnoHi dreadful 
(be iever fek ; for (he cotiislndcd^ tixU: 
being lefolved nottp furyiv^ thisg^J-; 
ing difappQuito^JOt, be.w4s prepaf^/tjg 
to dedroy hiipfelf, and (he e;$p$de4 to. 

> 

hev the fQvipd of his piftgl. An irrefif- 
tibl^ )n[);pulfe hurried 'lier,.,ibe fays, ia 
this idea, injto the little parlour where 
Cornelia hadi^ft him. Sl|e found him 
fjttiag^ with a terrific (lernoefs o( fear 
t;ures,.au4 eyes fla(hing with adiliiaiftr 
:^1 fury ;. but^ at the fight of hi» grate- 
ful .and anxious Caroline, . his pros A 
h^art foftened. . Ha caught hot ifi his 
arnifli, ai^i ex(;lai4:ned^ *^lj«avien Weif* 
thee,; thou moft genecous of frien^ds I 

th(Mi art the only beiu^ that I have 

■ever 
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fcvcr met with on earth whofc ideas of 
JLove and Friendfliipappear equal to my 
owhk Go, and enjoy the bleflings 
which thy afFedionate heart has fp 
well deferved ; and I cprijure thee, let 
them not be poifoned by too keen a 
fcnle of my miferable lot. The ex^ 

m 

trenae acutenefs of my prefent anguHh 
cannot laft long. Go, my tender Ca- 
roline, go to thy happy Monfon ; 
who ihaU find me his friend, whether 
I live or die/' Caroline, having haftily 
extorted a promife from him, that he 
would do nothing defperate to deftroy 
his life, or impair his health, novir 
followed Cornelia, who was receiving 
the compliments, or ralher the adora- 
tions, of the venerable 'Danvers, whp 
had handed her into her chaife^ and 
continued to exprefs his adoaira^tiori of 
hex principlesand cohddSf^ and his 



p 
k 



212 TRB HIST'(rKy>fQF 

high fenfe^of th<t> hoooiirwhichrhcr 
vifit had conferred upon htm. iiA$ 'foon 
as they drove from. his door, Gacolific 
began to repeat her entreatiel for par- 
don ; but the poor Coraelia-was in^no 
condition to reply, T?he great efforts 
ibe had made* to fuftain her fpirit in 
this long conference^ andiHlatparting, 
as fhe imagined, with Seymour^ had 
fo milersrbljr. exhaufted hcf little por- 
tion of flrength, that, as fooo as ihe 
was alone with Caroline, (he fonk into 
fuch a Aate of debility and te^rs as 
frightened^ her attendant to.the greaieft 
degree* The terrified Cardline thobght 
it would be hardly pofiible to briBg 
her homealive^t and earnefily implorQd 
her to turn buck and pafs the^ nt^ht 
under the friendly rcK}f :of Mrl ^Bfiib^ 
vers ; but, in fpite of her e&trei!Qp*{iO^ 

dily wcdknefs^ .the dear angel Waslfirm 

in 
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in her purpofe of returning. She de- 
clared that (he was already much re- 
lieved by her tears, and that, if Caro- 
line would have the goodnefs to let 
her be quite filent, her ftrength and 
fpirits would gradually revive. Caro- 
line fays they were perfeAly mute for 
feveral miies, Cornelia herfelf broke 
the iilence, by aiking her in what con- 
dition (he btd left the ra(ht mortified, 
and indignant Seymour. When Caro* 
line described the change in his fea- 
tures, from pride and fury to tender* 
liefir^and gr^itude, and repeated the 
kfedowotds in which he took leave of 
her^ that poar Cornelia burft into a frefh 
agon^ ;0f tears ; and jui): as this had 
fubfided they arrived at our. door.-~ 
Gonielia, ito getting out of the chaife, 
thbu^t to fuppdrt herfclf pn the arm 
of the fervant ivho h&d 'attended her 

P 3 on 
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on horfeback; but, to. her- aftonidi« 
inent, (he perceived, in re^chiing the 
l^round, that (he had kapt upon Sejr^ 
rnour. She darted, an<^ /exclaimedj 
<* O Heaven, are you- come. to perfe^ 
cute me here!" «* J^o, Madam,-' re- 
plied her hafty Jover, fcverely galled 
i)y her exclamation, •^ it is* you alaqe 
who have the fpirit of perfecution-?fw 
i perfecute no oner— I ,tl)ought it my 
duty, 3s a man, to guard you hither J 
and lince I am rewarded only by a re- 
proof, I here bid you farewell forever,*^ 
With this bitter adieu he fprang hafti^ 
\y upon his horfe, and galloped away 
ivlth all pofTible fpecd, as if he had 
ho dell re but to get at a dift^nce from 
ihe woman by whom, though he 
knows (he loyes him to diftraftion, be 
thought hirafelf infulted. It was, I 
Iriiagine^ this laft unexpci^lcd meeting 

3n4 



Attfl parting whidh occafion«jd tfie faint-* 
thg of dUr'-diSr unhappy friend at the 
tirtife wlieu I flew to receive her.-— 
AlaSl hew very grievous it is, that 
two fuch Vtry amiable creatures, ' lb 
tiiutually enaiiioured, fliould onl;^ 
|)rove a fource of mifery to each other! 
yet I ato flow fadly afraid that th'ey 
ftre deftined to be fo asv. long as they 
exift. What is become of the fiirf 
Seyrtiour, Heaven only knows} lirioft 
tord tally hope that he is bending his 
courfe to your houfe; as there is -nd 
|3lace, I think, where he can bb fo 
kindly ^nd properly taken Care of m 
his prefeht vexatious delirium. I chatgi 
you> my dear Lucy, td give us thfe 
firft tifews of him that you hear Wit6 
the i3tm(rfJ%xpcditionv ' This, indeed; 
I defer^e, for writinfg to you, as I d& 
felt j)refeht| with fleeplefe ^Vd' aching 

P 4 eyes* 
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parjiipulars | coujd lir<»^, QirpUnsQ^ thtH^h 
vrc.Jsit i^p tpgpthf r tUI fivfc^thw mc«tt- 
\ngt and, J quieted iny bed ;^atn befpm- • 
nin^.to vifu my poor ^Cprii^lifb ssud fo 
4ifpatcb this long hiSpry W JMWibjFfn 
the poft of to- day f ,^,4^rfj^g|ieQt)v 
liasji^afl a. wretched P»ght> an4i«J.;<bi u 
faint and deje6:e4 t^at \ hav^si^f^led fit 
on lier remaining in b§d \\]^ii^lh6^^u:^ 
the firft ^inppr-bell,^My *&a»^wiie^:^ 
is at prefent in happy fignQrjHjWvfft^U^l 
^hefQ,diftreffingj.adycmur<e$t ^Ofd I fafit^ :> 
lieve I (feall kecji.bij|i fo tilj heretwdsb^ 
to us J. fpr he has vexatiQi>s fpo^thaa . 
cnQ)Jgh: .wh«fA-^hft \%. Popr Yerney ;. 
died^. as wp cjcpcaed;. *nc| my. gopd - 
hu{baa4 ,h?s a :Vj€i:y Jroublefpoqie ex-^ . 
ecutorihip -tp e?grpf$ liis atlpntiqm-y-r 
I teU ]Mp, ,tlwyt I (hail, begb.to give 
l^i^.^ bjf^ cfiarader tp the xyorld, tQ 

«em^,^ 
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^»6^ which' tke^ H^sTo freqiiently^drawif - 
upon-hin^lf bj kis ^Stivity and bene^ 

I Mi^e^ept ijbiis anfealed to the laft 
ijQiomefflt, ki hopes that I might cell [' 
ytM mth cemibrt thftt Corneha was 
^ iiitle rtviVed. She i^ juft pomt dowa 
ftalrs^4Hi»;^ alas! with looks fd'pitls-^^ 
pus, and Aich an appearaiice of- weak-^'^ 
neft aud dejeftion, that you, niy Ifckr 
terider l^ucyV could hardly caft in^iy^c 
pn<her fadly altered countenance WitE-^ 
cue bu^rflting into tears. Even pur youri^' ^' 
and Jdyou$ I/>uifa fays {htt nevef iaw a 
figure fo afFc4ling. This good girlfeiii'' 
a very tender heirt/ with ifl hi^r ^IH ' 
vivacity! and behaves to Cornelia with' 
a fwec« tompiffionate ' genUeiiefs ItHkt" ' 
plcafes ine 'Very much! 'Axfifeu.''i^ay \ 
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write to Hs ^rdMJj^f *iid^ accept inf 
cut united good tMiftiee, bfelieVe mfe 
ever- ^ - 

Vour afFeftionate * ■ 

I 
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From Lucy to Mrs, Audle^^ 



At 



YOU are entitled^ my deaf^HAti 
riot, to my m(Nft cbrdial ^iid 
fpwdy tbaiik^^ for your very kind and 
inlerefting, but grierous^ apcoiint of 
youn lovely gaeft^ and the provoking, 
ungovernable^ precipkate^ SeymiDut } 
1 know not whether he has moft ex^ 
cited my anger t)r roy pjty, by this 
frantic. mcafure, which, his defpondi- 
Mig iViend Edmund fays, will prove 

his 



his utter de(bu6tion» ^ never Taxfr my 
briber fo ie^ly vexed and . mbctificd 
by any mifchance relating to-bimfclf 
as.^e is by this tafli and Inckiefs pro,. 
ce64ii»g of SeytiloUr* As^ in 'irvyfel^ 
yon know I felddm catch his dt!if)oin- 
^my oil dny tsoeaiirbn ; and I iderive 
a r&y of hopei which I am truly hap* 
py to cdiacimuhicate to you^ from one 
expreflion in -a .brief- and haff^ billet 
that Edmund has.juft received, Wc 
iuppofe it was written' juft after the 
fatal conference, and perhaps before 
he ' attended ^Cornelia to your door. 
However that majr be, the exprcffion 
that inclines nie not to defpair is this : 
after defcribing the turbulent Wretch «p 
ednefs of his mind, he fays,* <' It feems 
as if 1 could bear the found of no hu«^ 
fnan voice but that of Giuliana— ^t 
fhall ftesl away to Italy.'* Now, my 

good 
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good Harriot, ^o you not join with 
me m hoping that ourdiVineenthuliafl: 
of Genoa may repay the irriportant 
fervice <he redeived from thisgenerlDUs 
mifguided mortal ; and, after foothittg 
tlie fiery tumult in his afle£tiohs, re-r 
(lore Him to us the reafonable religious 
being that we have fo vainly endea- 
voured to make him ; and, as the fond 
Cdrneiist once exclaimed to you, 

^ Were he but Chriftian, what could majji 
be more !" 



•■» • ' • 



His many noble and .endearing vir^ 
tues1b|ve^ I confefs, naade luch an im? 
preflion on me, that I ciannot brii]ig 
m^felf tq think y^ry i}l of him pr hi$ 
4^iny. I cannot a|lpw my imagina- 
tion) to believe^ that a m,an whpfe 
good deeds hav^ been fq ^ajpifold and 
great, I might pven fay fo Chrifl:iai;i| 

V ^ will 



r .y.\i 
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will bq utterly abandoned by JProvie- 
dence/ No^ my d^ar^ I aca^^peribaded, 
that, inftcad of being plu^igcd^ ^-Ed-- 
mu^d lears, in a ^ong courfe of llcei^ 
tiouihefs aiid d|ftra£tipu, h^ will bo 
awakened t^- his a.nd our good 9Ugel 
Giuliana to, a happy fenfe of all bis err 
rors ; and return at laft to repay us^^ftir 
all the painful Inquietude which his 
blind impetuofity aqd unfettled faith 
have occafioned to us. Pray fupport ' 
the dear drooping Cornelia by this 
idea. Pray tell her alfo^ that I am 
ready to worfliip her religious magna- 
nimity ; and that I fpeak with a pro^ 
pbeiic confidenct^ when 1 fay, thaf^T 
fhail fee it rewarded. Heaven blef^ 
her ! and all your houfchbldl teiAfiT 
in extreme hafte, that I may krtf^tffif^ 

your anxious enquiry by the rfettffitiftg^ 
poff; ------ V- *.v . 

Ever your afFeflionate and fanguine 

Lucy. 
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P. S. Pray let me bear again very 
ipe^ecjily. of the dear £biFerer*s health. 
Hot foul I I perceivje, is fully equal tq 
thp fevf^efl of trials. But, ala& j what 
a feebk fecopd has that pure aiidfirefo* 
lute foul ill her very delicate and now 
enervfl^ed frame ! 




LETTER XIX. 
From Mrs. Audley to Lucy, 

JE revive a little, my good girl j 
your very kind and animating 
fuggeftion has done us more effential 
gopd thaa all our njedical reftoratives. 
Since I wroxe iq ygu I have pafled fpn^ 
4ays in the moft bitter anxiety. The 
^e;>$ble and fanguine* Brenfil himfeif, 
; .. • •. who 
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whp i^ ,ypu kpqwp my oraploin oaedi- 

qjneij.yv^ft fo ^a^a^ed and alapjpofdt th^^ 

bfi.\i^a^! little able to furaifli me with. 

tbftli,lWFP'^i>4 courage whigb I en^ 

4€a)YiH)97d to catch from hllfif ztkd 

\if^\;^';Ofi isnoii occafionsj he id.miacU 

h>{#V^d $pd. well qualified to infpire* 

H^ f^y^ he iiev<er k his life beheld a 

huqian^frfiiiie reduced to fach extreme 

debijity by thejpec^agitatipns of heart 

and»i?iiufl. As he is, you know* per^ 

fp^ly WQrtI).y,ofiCQnfideiKe, I. thought 

il: b^jft tQ ei)triifl him with the whob 

pciv.^tf hiftvi'y J ftud I yvas pleafed with 

th^ extreme f^nfibility which h^jdiico^ 

verqd on hpafing what his two fwdods 

ha"^ endured* The tenderncfs of Cor-p 

nelii^ and rh§ gftljjintry of Seymour^ 

had iatelreil^: him io mui:h iiu t^eir 

aifeSiQi^ that he was morcHied as muott 

a^ we are by the Ajnfortuoate turn it has 

I taken, 
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taken. Though he prdfefles to admlf d 
the devout fortitude of out friend, I 
can perceive that he would gladl j hav^ 
given a dofe of opium to her Pietf^ and 
of hart(horn to her Love, to fecore a 
proijperous ifTue to the precipitate ^nter-' 
prize of the engaging Seymour. Who, 
as BvenCil fays, can know him, and not 
wifh his profperity ? It is, I am con- 
vinced, an affeftionate dread of proving 
the bane of his profperity that gives 
the keeneft anguifh to the heart of 
Cornelia. Fond as fhe is of the faici* 
nating creature, (he could (i am now 
perfuaded) eafily relinquifli his fociety^ 
enchanting as it is, and feel herfelf re^ 
compenfed by the delight and pride ihe 
takes in devoting hertelf to her €hil-< 
dren, if (he were not haunted by the 
terror that her rejcftion of Seymour 
will plunge that impetuous mortal into 

ihe 
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IfiH^dftteous-eiclffes of vice and 
foilyj'^^tltis'tSW fiad gained fucli 
doMiifrbW her tiiouglits ■ that^e 
coiffftwrdljr utteKanjr otlier idea in 
tl^ ^Wf3?W three 'firft days after the' 
crtii3??8iifev^ence. • Indeed we allowed 
he^wfpea^'fi'ut little; 'and flie w^^ 
ana ftlU i^Uini; mudh more incHhed 
to ' filcnct?* that! to converfafion. . At 
firft it ^emed' as if all her bodily facuU 
ties wA-e exhaulled and deftroyed* 'hy^ ^ 
th^^conflia ntfc iideedAired. "ShehU 
uttci*iy loft her aj)petttc, ande^en nee 
palate; 'at tite^feof cdlci ihfeliii;. '' 
bility^ like' pctrcfa&idn^ , appeared itf) 
be er^ping over "her ivziixil ftliii^ 
woliib-befuccefeded byfuch a treliiti- " 
lous if^itatien of the nerves^ and fucn !* 
% tendenty to tdars, that a fingle woni ^* 
addre0ed to her would fometimes 
makd her w«jep. fet^enfit Was^ ]^rifv;**'* 
Vdt. III. Q^ oufly 
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ouily afraid that ibc %v«s iinkiiig into a 
rapid aStrophy, ivhich wduM htirry bcr 
to the grave. He has watched thifi 
inoft interefting of patients with a pa- 
reMal toxiety. He has got varloui^ 
prcferiptiorys for her from Oixc phyfi- 
cian^ Whdfe infight into hamaii crtiala'- 
&es and aiFedions is much '4ieeper, be 
fays, than that of ail bis fraternity; 
Bat tliey toth agree that, as^ the iheart 
ef OUT tender friend is the main fcit 
<)f her diforder, nothing will fo efFeo- 
tually contribute to her reftoration as 
the balm of fyitipathy and friendfhip 
afiiduouily applied to this lacerated 
heart. Their opinion has been vifibly 
confirmed by the favouriable impreffiod 
which your kind letter, my dear Lucy, 
produced upon her fpiwt«- When I 
read to her what you iay of Giuliana, 
a fudden ftuiH aroife onherpale cheek, 
5 ^^^ 
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and her funk eyes iparkled with mo- 
mentary joy. •^ Ah, my dear Harrioti 
ihe faidy kind as you are, Lucy un- 
derftands me better than you do. My 
hapldfs iove i$ much more difinterefted 
ti^a you imagine. Believe me, I 
vfo^l^ mpft gladly renounce all expec-^ 
tatf OQS, and every wiflb of feeing Sey^ 
mour again ip this worlds if fbmekind 
angel would give me an affurance of 
meeting him in Heaven. But, to think 
t)>at { may be inflrumental to the final 
perdition of a being fo generous and 
ib beloved i— ^*tis that, (he cried^ burft* 
ing into ati agony of tears-^^^tis that 
which has diftra^led meV* But re- 
covering herielf with an aftonifliing 
q^uicknefs and (pirit^ << No, £he con* 
cinued, I will no longer fuffer this 
horrid appreheniion to perfecute my 
poor brain; I wiU cling to Lucy's 

Q a moft 
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moft comfortable idea— He is — he i$ 
too good to be abandoned by Provi- 
dence !'^ 

You may judge, my dear, from yo^r 
own heart, how zealoufly the penitent 
Caroline and I labour together to make 
the moft of your condolatory fuggef- 
tion, and to confirm our angelic pa* 
tient in this train of thought, I muft 
do Caroline the juftice to fay that, how- 
ever blaroeable (he might be in her fc- 
cret and unfortunate, but tempting^ 
confpiracy, (he has made every com- 
penfation that a tender and contrite 
heart could make by the ^moft inde- 
fatigable and alFedionate attention to 
our dear invalid. The (late of Corne- 
lia is fuch as requires the moft delicate 
management ; and without the a(iif* 
tance of Caroline I (hould find myfelf 
very unequal to it : this good creature, 

full 
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full of gratitude and every quick feel- 
ing, has the rare talent of knowing 
how to be very afliduous about the 
(ick, without mokfiing or fatiguing 
them. , 

One of the moft difficult points wc 
have had to regulate has been the de- 
gree of indulgence we (hould fiiew to 
our dear patient concerning her chil- 
dren ; (he has been frequently diflraded 
between her defire to have the fweet 
boys with her, and her want of ftrength 
to fupport their fociety. To make the 
matter more diftreffing, we have not 
been able to keep the little lively rogue 
William from aiking his mother per- 
petual queftions concerning his favo- 
rite Mr. Seymour ; fuch as, ** Why he 
went away from us? when he will 
come backr-whom he is gone to fee ? • 
3nd a thoufand others continually fug- 

Qj gefted 
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gefied by infantine curiofity and affec^ 
tion . 

Tliere have been days wheti fach 
Jittle queftipns as thefe wete like fp 
many daggers; but at length, I thank 
Heaven^ the palpitating heart df our 
dear, harrafied friend is gtown niorei 
compofed. To-day J think I fee feme- 
thihg of her former felf both itt het 
Countenance and cpuverfatioii. She 
has been fo deplorably Ipw, thit | hAve 
rather rejoiced that my hufband Wa$ 
abroad) as ihe could not have fupport** 
ed even his fpciety ; but I begirt tiO\» 
to wi(h ardently for his return, becaufe 
I think her fp t^aterially revived th^t 
his gentte and fppthing mafinei-s ^\\l^ 
I am perfuaded. in her prelent ftate^ 
contribute tp her recovery. W^ ^o not^ 
howevet, expeft hira this week 5 and^ 
I hope, before that time the fivect^ 

trein-! 
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tfembling ccnvalefceiit wilt receive 
the moft powerful of cordials in a good 
account of the wanderer for whofb 
fafety and welfare ihe is fq painfully 
anxious* 

A8 he departed in fuch indignation, 
I queftion if he will have the grace, 
which he certainly ought to have, to 
addrefs a letter of apology to Cornelia ; 
but, at all events, Edmund will hear 
of his movements ; and I need not re* 
queft you to difpatch the firfl tidings 
you receive as rapidly as you can to 

Your afFcdlionate 

Harriot. 

P. S. My dear patient charges me to 
fend her love ; and to add her protef- 
tation, that (he is fure (he is infinitely 
better than I have reprefented her, 
whatever my reprefentation may be* 

0^4 My 
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My only way of taking vengeance for 
this oblique flroke at my veracity fliall 
be, to read this poftfcript aloud, and 
this only, after adding to it, that I 
lincerely hope and expeft to- fee my 
patient quite herfelf again in anothei? 
>yeek or twp. Farewell, 



mm 



LETTER XX. 

F^OM Seymour to Edmunej Avdi^ey, 

Al* length I am got to Dover, 
but with a rr^ind more tumuU 
(uous than the fe^ I am going to crofs. 
It was not thi|s wi^h me, my dear Ed- 
mund, when I was lad at this port 
with our lovely enthufiaft, t^ie truly 
impafljpned Qiuliana; that fi^avenly 

wpmaq 
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ivoman could never have uttered fuch 
an infult to the man (he loved as I have 
heard, (ince I difpatched my (hort and 
hafty billet to you, from the lips %f 
her whom I was once fool enough to 
think fuperior in tendernefs to Giuli* 
ana herfelf. 

When the inflexible bigot ordered 
her chaife to depart from Danvers's, 
late at night as it was, indignation and 
refentment feemed to deprive me of 
motion, I could not put her into the 
carriage which was to convey her with 
fuch unfeafonable barbarity from him 
who had hoped to pafs a bridal night in 
her arms. She bade me adieu with a 
cold (lately pride. It robbed me of 
utterance, and almoft of my (enfes. I 
continued fitting in the room (he quit- 
ted, witl> a brain ready to fplit with 
rage and difappointment My good, 

grateful 

3 
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grateful Caroline came to give mc a 
tenderer farewell. Her foftnefs was 
my prefervation. I wept upon her bb- 
fon). I beg.au (o t;hink lefs harfhly of 
Cornelia, becaufe this moft faithful of 
ciTeatures flill laboured to convince me 
of her love. I difmiffed this kind and 
fympathetic confidant with the bene- 
diction of my heart, whofe fiery an- 
guifh (he had foftened and relieved. As 
loon as they drove away from Dan- 
vcrs's, I ordered my horfe that I might 
attend them unfufpe^d ; and, before 
I mounted to gallop after the chaife, I 
icrawled my (hort and difmal letter to 
you* I foon overtook the women ; it 
was my intention merely to iee them 
fafe home, without letting them know 
that I did fb; but as I approached 
your brother^s, my heart was more and 
more foftened, by a recolledion of 

many 



inany little proofs i;vhich Cornelia had 
th6re dxhibired of her fondnefs towards 
me^ and I could not refift the tempta^ 
tion of helping her td alight from the 
carriage^ She ftarted at the fight of 
me, atid ftfked me. With an infultiug 
tone that is ftill re**echoed round my 
heart) " If I was come to perfecute her 
there ?'• 1 hope the fpirit of my in- 
{^atttaneous reply has convinced her of 
the injury (he did me by that bafe and 
barbarous ekpreflion, IJF it has not^ 
my prcfeAt condud (hall foon i>rovt 
to her that an injurious word was ne* 
ver more rtiifapplied. If I have any 
knowledge of ttiy own heart and mind, 
never was a human being lefs inclined 
than rayf«lf either to inflidl or to en- 
jlure perfecution in any (hape. My 
fpul abhors every fliadow of tyranny ; 
^y evil deftiny feems determined that 

I (hall 
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I (hall only prove a fburce of pain to 
thofe whole permailent happinefs I had 
the mod ardeot wifh to promote. But^ 
in removing far from them, I may di- 
xninifh perhaps this unfortunate in* 
fluence on their comfort. One fatis- 
faction I (hall at leaft poiiefs, that I 
can no longer be upbraided with a de* 
fign of perfecuting her whofe tranquil* 
lity, ungrateful as (he is, I would wil- 
lingly die to fecure* To relinqui(h life, 
Indeed, would be no facrifice to me at 
prefent. I never wi(hed to live, but 
for the fake of conferring happinefs on 
the objeds of my afFedlion ; but, as 
my perverfe ftars (eem to put this out 
of my power, they naay terminate my 
exiftence whenever they pleafe. I cgn 
die, as I have lived, without fear; 
becaufe afTuredly I never meant to da 
»ny great deliberate evii ; and I have 

vainly 



! 
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vainly hoped to accomplifli much good^ 
in which I have been thwarted, I know 
not why, by that myfterious power to 
whom, for want of a better name, we 
give the title of Deftiny or Chance. 
The good Caroline expreffed to me a 
terror for which I muft love her ft ill 
more than I did, though it (hews more 
the trembling fenfibility of her own 
heart, than her knowledge of my cha^ 
rafter : (he was terrified left I (hould 
deftroy myfelf in the agony of morti* 
fied afFe£tton; but, as you know, my 
dear friend, I have ever confidered fui- 
cide, when it does not proceed from 
frenzy, as the ad of a coward and a 
fool. It is cowardice to run into the 
cellar becaufe the houfe you inhabit 
happens to be ftiaken by thunder. It 
is folly not to reflect that^ if chance 
has unexpeftedly made you wretched, 

the 
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the fame chance may as fuddanly r«« 
irerfe her operation. 

You fee I can play the refolute pki- 
lofopher, even in my fits of bittercft 
vexation. I confefs, however, thai 
my mind is difmally out of tune ; but 
time^ and a change of fcene, with a 
little bodily repoCe^ to which I hav€ 
beeti too great a ftraoger of late, may 
do much to tranquillize my fpirits. I 
have -taken a very long journey fince I 
wrote; for I have been at my own 
houfe, and arranged all matters with 
my fteward for a very long abfencc. 
Heaven only knows when I may re-* 
turn to this iiland, perhaps never ; but 
wherever I may exift, there, my dear 
Edmund^ you will certainly have a 
faithful, though perhaps a very \in» 
iiappy friend, in 

Your affedionatc 

Seymour. 
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P. S. i thougfat of wrkhig 4 few 
lines to my good Caroluae ; but, 00 
itsfledioQ, 1 4liali be Cikm^ left I Ihould 
iky itioo little or too much ; atnd left I 
ihouid iavoke the exceUenc cpeatarc 
m tiew difficulties, and e!Sf oie 4)er to 
unpieafatit fufpicions from her lafleK* 
ibU pa/tronefs« fie ib good, bowe^^«r, 
as to inform <?his kind, anxious, tram« 
ble friend of mine, ^hat'^Lani alive, 
aod tolerably well. As to-Cornelia, I 
fl^aPl 4K)t perjecute her with any mef^ 
fage whatever. 

f proroifed you a full account of our 
very long ai>d ill-concludcd confe- 
rence ; and I have begun at times to 
throw fome parts of it upon paper ; 
but the impreffion of the agonizing 
fcene has recurred fb ftrongly upon my 
heart, in thefe attempts to defcribe it 
minutely, that 1 have hitlierto been 

able 
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able to make but little regular progteCi 
in my narrative. I have written, how- 
ever, many detached parts of it, as 
they ftruck my memory. It (hall be 
my evening's employment, as I travel, 
to methodize thefe ; and I will fend 
you, in my firft pacc]^uet from the con- 
tinent, a fair tranfcript of the whole. 
I muft now bid you haftily adieu -, for 
my baggage is already on board, the 
wind is fair, and I am fummoned.-— 
My thoughts are already failed to Ge- 
noa. I cannot explain nor exprefs to 
you the paffionate eager nefs that I feel 
to hear again the touching voice of 
Giuliana. P'are well. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXJ, 

• . : > 

1 • 

• • f 

• 4 » . . . 

FllOM THE SAME fO TJJE SAJ^Er . 

• • • 

THp reAJefs wanderer, for whom, 
my deaj Edmund, you will be 
too (olicitoyg, i§ fafe at Lyons. I was . 
eager to : reach this city for various, 
reafqns js and choie, in the vain hope 
of ^muf^ent, to t^e a new way ,of 
approaching it, At Calais I procured 
a French coafting veffel, and landiog 
at Rochelle, croiTed the count;-y by 
the ihorte£t road to Lyop^; The fea 
pleafes my fancy at prefent much more 
than land. 1 had a curioiity to fee ttiis 
part of the French co^; atifl was 
f(ftnew4iat amtJfcd inreflefting'on the 
different fcencs and charaSers that it 
Yot. III. R ^ brbughe' 






brought to ^my memory. At the fight 
of La Hogue I felt a momentai^y trj^ 
umph, while imagination pre&htedto 
my view the fplendid (hips* of Toui^ 
vilte deflrqyed by the matthlefi bra- 
very of our Engliih Tailors. As we fiil^ 
ed by Betlcifle, I could not help givii^ 
a figh ; but it was a figh of envyii ra- 
ther than compaffioDr to the (hade of 
the accomplifted SirWilliamWiliiamfi, 
repeating, with pecufiar fatis£i£KoQ, as 
riiy eyes were fixed on the Ifttlc 
ifland; r ...: 

^ « Here foremofl: In the^&ngemos pacbs 

of fame, ' 
: I^ung Wifli^m* fought for ©jgltod's 

&irrcnow&4«- 

^ ^ - . ■ .. . - * 

Hisonind each Mp&,each GraeeadocaU 

y^^ remember Gray's fpiritoi epitaph 

gn this gallant young foldier. 

What 
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ftiufKl M iMiuKirabfopIaw In the ^gM 
o£ M uttpftf^itig poet ! t iiiifghi biive 
&ikd tweitty tiiiietf by Belkufk witb«i 
^AttWDdudi:^ the oMMwy of Sii" Wfl- 

ift pdHiig the i(k of Rk««, ail thtf 
«3ii^ty attd vioM ^f Buokinghdm p^e^^ 

but when I tmdoi lU: Rodbelle^ Lfor- 
jt^f my ovsm c&unttymen^ in recoil^** 

ing the brave HugoiKM9^ and tht hor« 
»A extramine^' they fu^sd iiefra la. 
defending themfelvos afgahift a barba* 
f&t^ perf^^^utioti. I thtitlc rbera i» 
ibmerhing {^cuUarljr iborhklg; to tho^ 
fpiritd in rh€ g^tle tndtrit^n: of a ve<n^l, 
and the mixture of fci thd land prof* 
pcft a^ yoii fail along an fettenfiv^e 
coaftj^ I found this part of my expo- 

R a ^ ditioif 

• • ... - • ^ 

.. ' ' 
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dition much tbemofi: medicinal to my 
mind. When I began to be jolted in 
9 qbaife agaib, jail my fplenctic . feufa-v 
tions retuujed; with aejy force. : .The, 
fcepes as I paflad, though they . ba4 
the advantage of novelty,. »affordM,mft 
no amufement. The ragged gaiety oi 
the French; peafapts,. ijjft^ad of tempt- 
ing me to fmile, filled n^e with a 
mixed eaiotion of pity, ^nd contempt, 
*' Poor merty. fopls, faid I, ye have 
not fenfe : ejnough .to perceive ypur own 
glaring. misfortunes r* 
. Stupe, niy iurriy al at Lyons, my .harjflu 
and wntuned fpifit. ba^. bftsn a. little, 
iqftene^ and.dlfciplined.hyjau affefting. 
(^rcuji^ftanice among, the good people; 
^yhp, vve.re particularly ^ind to me. and 
the poor , jGiuliana during, my ajarm^ 
ijig. iljnefs in this city.: th^re was a 
w.ido3V lady, a native of Switzerland,. 

A 

-, . • advance.d 



CORNELIA SKDLBX. ; ^45 

ad!i^anccd ki life^ of an admirable, uiw 
dctrftanding'^ and moft engaging maii«* 
pers. Her only child, a very hand- 
fQi«e and a«CQnc>pli(hed youpg fellow^ 
had jiift got a c^^nimifficJn in the Swifs 
fetvice; the fif ft .news I heard at my 
hotel was the lucklefs fate of this fina 
ladi \vhi> loft his life about three weeks 
Ego^ in a fuddetl fray concerning a 
beautiful girl of family and fortune^ 
whofe hand he had great hopiss of ob* 
tainhigi I felt 'myf^lf bound in gra* 
titude to payt a viiit of confblation to 
his afili^ed fiiother as.foon as I heaird 
of her calamity, Our unexpeded 
meeting has, I truft, been of great fer* 
vice to us both* In catching the ten- 
dernefsof'her forroWj I have certainly 
correifted, ia fome degree, the afperity 
Df my o\vn min4 $ and if T have not 
jpponeiled her to her lofs by argunaenti 

R 3 I have 
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I h^vt' at Seaft JbotlKd her angufAlij^ 
fympatby# When fiie related to me^ 
with the frank»e(s of true affiiSkmi; 
aU her very bitter materiud ienfatiom^ 
I ccmld not lielp excliammg, ^^ Wb^ld 
to Heaven, my dear Madam, that I 
could refiore your fon to you, i)y fop- 
plying his place in the grav^ ! Swii 
*n exchange would be a bleffifig w ua 
ail, for my life has lately been naade 
aa w^*etched as his had the pt<3Xpe&oi 
feeii^g happy/* I &id this to eafe the 
fuUnefs 'of my own heart, abd to call 
of* the mind of this deeply-¥eeling 
tnoth^ fronl her own poignant dif- 
treis. The latter efie^ k produced com- 
p%eitljl for, ftriick by the pathetic 
energy with which I haid uttered thia 
livi&i^ (bib caoglht hold (MP my hahd, 
^ (Xinjuredme to telTher what could 
lia^ pQifonff4 H39'ei]^i]iehta 

foa 
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^;Who, ki recbvcrkig health, fii« 
Aid* ieeme4 to have recovered every 
chkig that<oiiild be wanting to enfure 
hi$ felicity. 

t 

III Vhe hope of 4ivcrtitig her forrow^ 
t gate hertay whole hlftory. She 
lift^ned to it with great attention, atid 
tttde many fcnfiblc and friendly re- 
marks as I proceeded. When I had 
ixQifiiedy (he i»piieffi:d, with that touch- 
ifig eloquence which keen feeling? ge- 
perally infpire, her admiration and her 
pity for Cotnefia* " Good Heaven ! 
^e eitclaimed, to tefe fuch ^ lover, 
and ta lofe him from fuch a ;noiive, 
muft be {lill more expruciating than 
the death of a darling child j for if the 
beloved objeA is not fb dear to her, 
which I think in nature it cannot be, 
yet in her cafe there is the dread of 
lofitig it tijrpugh ay eternity •, , Have 

R 4 youf 
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ypu^'Py.^^vSir, hay^ you eyi^upoojy 
xcfle<3:ied on the hQwprs yvfeich this i^ea 
pfiuft imprefs .on ;he heLari of ^iten^erj 
impaffioned woman ? Poor, poor P^itt 
jgielia ! (he i$ more miferabk th^'^ I- am* 
iMy fon was, I blefj Goj>i. vrntainte^ 
t)y the wretched infidelity . fp-fommj^n 
in the world ; and I ;tru|l ^ few years 
Will reftore us to each other in a b,et? 
ter life. This bleflfed trull. is my fup-? 
port ; but what,- my mifguided friend, 
yrhat is there to fuppprt. your divinei^ 
yet defolate Cornelia? What WQpld 
the profpedl of Heav^i itfelf ;bp tq mei 
if I had no aflbrance of meeting ther?: 
the idols of my Jieart ! yet, .in pnp 
point of view^ this lady for whom yoti 
have made me weep, thoughi thought 
my tears all exhaufted or engrofled by. 
my own felfifh forrow, flhe, I fay, h^s 
Rill one advantage pver tpe : the God 

that 



rtbatflie;ahd I worihip has reafed to 
;ppfi):.$be grave;- he recall uo &coti4 
J^zardl frotn tbe:r tdxnb ; hut fojclv^a 
.apiifaci^.as' might cfeauge Her affliftion 
into joy is ftillfrfeqiicntiyvifible bathe 
*»rlh^ Perhapa 4 day never pkflcs :ift 
whifch his divintmercy docs riot: rci- 
oU to himfclf the iaheuated heart of 
ifome uiibeliet^er; . .O that I could re- 
■warjlyQU for th^ ^aerqas intcreft yoa 
have tftken in my ifflidiob^ by being 
in any degree ibftruoaehtal to fuch k 
blefled change In tiiy youog and moft 
unfQrtvinately )tufg\iided friend ! hut^ 
alas» (he added ivith a deep figh^.I 
have feen in a brother of mjr own the 
intractable and obdurate pride urbich 
^n early taint of Infidelity infprresj 
and (ince the arguments and the tears 
ipf your a^g^lic Cornelia were unablfe 
IP fonyert yoy^ I fliould be vai(j in* 

deed 
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^ed if I ihought any tfiiog that ^aii 
jiiBiySted old . womaa caoid urge toycA 
inig^ produce tbftt^effedfc* No» Mjr 
iter^ ndh fiieod^ OoD only cu) pr^ 
doceit; ^md I moft devoudy hope thttt 
lae will/' The good old lady ucteved 
iier pious hopes with foch an ^r of 
maternal teadernefsand anxiety for mjr 
«relfare« that I was aifeded almoft to 
tearS) and felt^ for the firft time in my 
life^ that I had lofta great deal in Ho^ 
£ng my mother before I , was - old 
OKnigh to comprehend ti^ endearing 
charm of maternal folicitude and, af^ 
fefUon. I foon turned the converfa^ 
tioci to other iufc^'e^ts, that I might (ay 
ootbiag o&pfive to- her frieiidly and 
Jievp}it, fpirltw We perfefUy agreed in 
ii^nc ferious^ fentiment, that thofe who 
4ie early ieem: to he the favouritea of 
:{i9%V]»fi ;; ar)<i we parted^ both pleaied 
ii.ir'* 6 and 



ieA pained by «teh ^ther, and both^ 1 
Mh% tb6 better for our intefVi^« 
For mf part, I felt ny mind, as I h^4^ 
sdready told you, fnucb^ftened ; imd 
I begaii to think of Cornelia with ten^ 
dern^, admfratlofi, and pity, inftead 
of fierce diidain and indignant re&nt^ 
kient. Indeed, ^ms turn of mjind h^ 
been already produced, in feme degree', 
by my gradual i^b)le6ki<Hi of * all the 
tenderer paflages in our long coiif^^r** 
cnce at Mn Danver^^^s,-*— Mjjr foul wa^ 
at iirft fo full of indignaticni, for the 
bitter and unmerited infult withwhieh 
fhe difmifled me at your brother'^ doot', 
that, in trying to throw all our difi. 
cburfe on paper^ I cotild for fome tim)& 
6nly recoiled completely thoie parts 
of it in which hej^ bigotry and her pride 
^cre m<^(l coiiipicuous ;• but, by de- 
grees, every tendecef estpreflionocctKred 

with 
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tvitb jifefe ib^^ )to:'mY Ttiolk&idisir^ 

tfud'm tim mdofed p8pf^..]^ovi'wiU:fift4 
a vei*)5fSaitJiful HarMtive,;as I proo^ifed 
you, :Cff o«f impoftwit ,eonferenGe, |I; 
\YiU*?!l)(f ^^talii you .ffom its perufal 
ivhik I makeow very Ubpfeft coufcfr. 
iion^^ itfid it'is thils : J.haV.e pe.rufcd tl^e 
fair trawfeript I fen4 yo\J feVcr^I times i 
aiid at every fre(h reading I have, 
without jObrinking from' my ovvn.te*" 
uets, felt myfeif more and more ena-i 
mouredofmy lovely, eloquent^ ^nd^ 
tender zealot. Nay> I profefs to you, 
I wQuld indantly turn back and make 
her my own for life^ if I could do it 
by any means that would nat expofe 
me to my own contempt ; but, in my 
opinion, np man dcfervesthe pofleffiou 
of fuch exquifite beauty, who will con- 
defcend to purchafe it by playing the 
hypocrite :or the fool ; yet^ fuch is the 

folV 
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^lly.jor.peryerret;]uefs of women iii coun-iy 
^ries where thpy are free,^ that Beapty 
feems to be feldom. obtained' upon anj; 
othqr terips. lyienare fo/ced to play. 
the fool for it, in. fame Ih^pe <?r others 
I be^in to think the Turk$ are^ the only 
fenfible fellows, in the managem^t of 
the weaker fex ; fo, if the diy\fie^ffi\tr 
li^na does npt recpncile me to ^uropCy 
ypu n>ay perhaps hear very foon that I 
am gonp to pitch my tent wijth the. 
Mufulmcn ; yet, asOfman fays in my 
Cornelia's favourite play, 

5* Their laws, their Jives, their loves, de- 
light not me/* .^ ^^^ 

Alas ! like that geqecous and ill* 
fated Sultan, with the pureft relifli for 
the refined enjoyments of chafte affec- 
tion, and with the profpeft of having 
them within my grafp, I am deflined 
perhaps, to derive only wretchednefs 

from 



from her ttrftotxl I fenci!/ haped R> 
make the rtloff' hippy, as* I thirtk bet 
the mofl: Imrcly, of women ; t>vrt> in 
fpite of^ my wounded pride, I am ftitt, 
I perceive, playing the foolifli lover on 
this ptiper, and continuing to^pratfr to 
yon of my miftrcfe, ^er protteftm^ 
tfcat^I would nor fajr a ^IlaWe more. 
Adieu, my dear friend. I charge yott 
and the kind Lucy not to be too anx- 
Jdtrs abotit me; Yet wriste^' to mfc;^^! 
entreat you, and do not fail to fet me 
know how Cornelia ftpports my ab* 
fence* If ye<a direA to GdRoa, your lee« 
tcrs will certainly find 

"' Yoirrfincere 

aiid afife£tidnate 

Setmouiu 



itidbied 
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Iack)£bd ia tl^ preceding Letter^ 

^ ^Xii^ Account of my hfi conference 

with Cornelia^ 

YOU will tecollea, mjrdear £d^ 
mmul, tfaat^ iir ocder to give my Xo^^j 
invalid [&fficteot. time and CranqniJticy 
to recruit hec fpuits at Mr. Daiiverslls^ 
I nfradncd ftom appearing there ttU 
aftec flie bad dined* On my fuddea 
^itaranoe^ a fmile of furprize^ and I be- 
X\m% of tender £itis&diion, iliuminaeed 
hep Qwatcoancc. She feemed pleafed 
to find me i^^ familiariy acquainted 
with a worthy old clergyman. But 
Vfdien the parfon^ who is a man of 
eager fjMritSy contrived, a little too 
rapidly perhaps to leave us fhut up 
aloipe in bifr little parlour, flie feemed 
V^ ^e alarmed, and would have quitted 

the 
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the room. Upon my humble fuppli- 
cation that (he would liften with- pa- 
tience to many important things I had 
to Uy to her, (he fat down with a 
placid dignity that filled me with a 
mixed fenfation ofawe-and delight. ^ I 
began by expreifing my teftder iears:^ 
concerning the very delicate, ftate; 06* 
her health. a:id fpirits. I faiditbat I . 
had facrificed my higheifc joy •iii::dte.. 
d^ily figlu of her at yobrhrotbeaj'sta- 
an idea ill- founded perhapSj. ject •.cer- 
tainly grn^rous, that her.mii^- might . 
bp ,more tranqnil if I quitted the. party^,-; 
Here, Edmund^ tJie . iQvely -creatur^.; 
blwflied immoderately, from a fear>:lv 
believe,, that: I alluded to. her jealo^^. 
of Louifa, J ioon Telieved her ft^osb 
tha;t apprehenfiou, by ihe^^ing h^X.h 
meant only that embarraflinent ;ip4.in*:: 
cjiuetude which .n^imraUy- 3ttfe?thep; 
I tween 
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tweeii two people who have much to 
fay to each other on the moft delicate 
of fubjefts^ and have uot arrived at 
the period appointed for difcufling it ; 
I hoped that we might both be more 
tranquil in a (hort leparation ; but, on 
my fide, I had felt all the pains of that 
egregious miftake -, the attempt to dir 
reft my thought to other objeds had 
only convinced me that to pafs even 
a day from her was torment ; that, 
finding my life a burthen to me, in 
the cruel fufpenfe I laboured under, I 
could no longer delay to folicit a pro- 
anife of her hand ; that my hopes 
were founded, not only on that ardent 
and perfeft love which triumphs over 
fear, but dn the animating aHTu ranees 
which I had received from many of 
our common friends, who confidered 
us as happily formed for each other. 
Vol. III. S and 
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and who had confirmed me in the bliir«- 
ful perfuaiioti that my paifionate at«. 
tachment to her had awakened a ten^ 
der partiality in her bofbm, which I rt^ 
garded as the pride of my life^ and the 
bafis of my felicity. When I pauied^ 
and waited for her reply with an an%^ 
tety as intenfe as if her feiitence werd 
to fix my eternal doom 5 inftead of 
cafting her modeft eyes towards the 
ground, (he fixed them upon mine 
with a look that feemed to fcrutinizc 
my foul, and, without any prudiih ef** 
forts to force from me her hand, which 
I had fondly clafped, (he faid, ** You 
know, my dear Sir, that I have pro* 
fefied to treat you with the frank and 
ingenuous tendernefs of a fifter : my 
obligations to you are infinite ; ray ef* 
teem and admiration of your chara£fcer 
not inferior to that of the many friends 

by 
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by whom you are fo zealoufly beloved. 
How far thof6 kind and well-meaning 
friends may have flattered and deluded 
you and themfelves in what they have 
faid on a profpefl: of our union, is a 
|>oint that tnuft depend entirely on 
yourfelf, **Then you will be mine^ 
angelic creature !" cried I, in a tranf* 
fort of frantic joy ; for I conftrued 
the lafl: fentence into an immediate 
confent. •• Pardon me, my too hafty 
friend, (he continued with aferious 
air that half petrified me, I have faid 
fto fuch thing. Do not, I conjure 
you, wreft any of my words to a wrong 
tneaning ; and I promife you in re- 
turn, that, difficult and painful as I 
find it is to fpeak to you at large on 
this fubjeft, I will yet endeavour to 
fpeak to you with all that unequivocal 
openncfs of heart which conftitutcs in 

S 2 my 
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' my opinion the effence of true friends 
Ihip/' I thanked her, killed her hand, 
and continued to liften in (ilent ada» 
ration. " I will not pretend, faid the 
dear ingenuqus creature, to be angry 
with you for a ftep which has how- 
ever furprized me. It is natural for 
you to wi(h . a fpeedy termination to 
your fufpenfe. Indeed it is highly de- 
lirable for us both that nothing' like 
indecifion fliould appear between us* 
I have- told you with great fincerity, 
that it was my rcfolutioii to live un- 
married for the fake of thofe dear chil- 
dren who have the moft engaging 
claims to my love, and havQ been pe- 
culiarly recommended to my care.. 
Men are not apt, and I confefs they 
have no great reafon, to give entire 
credit to luch refolutions. At a time 
when my folicitude for your life made 

me 
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me extremely anxious to tranquillize 
your agitated fpirits, I gave you a pro- 
mife, whiph, believe me, I (hall never 
wifh to. retraft, * that you (hall never 
fee me the wife of another.' I will 
confcfs to you, my dear friend, that 
this was not a promife of mere pity, 
but of genuine affedllon. Yes, Scy* 
mour, lam not a(hamed to fay that 
I love you, becaufe my reafon has 
taught me to fct bounds^^ to my regard ; 
and I can tell you with firmnefs, 
though not without pain, that I muft 
and will rejeft your very flattering of- 
fer, becau(e there is an infurmounta- 
ble obftaclc to our union, which fomc 
late occurrences, and your own con* 
fcious mind, will explain to you." With 
my veins thrilling with rapture at the 
fweet avowal of her love, I had caught 
her in my arms before (he uttered the* 

S 3 ftcady 
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fieady and ftern declaration that ihe 
would not indulge it. " No, I ex-* 
claimed with mingled fenfations of 
tranfport and of horror^ there is no 
obftacle^^there (hall be none ; we are 
united by mutual love, the moftfacred 
of all bonds ; and no powers in the 
world (hall divide us." ** There is a 
power more facred than Love, replied 
the ftedfaft angel ; and it grieves me^ 
Seymour, to the foul^ to perceive it ia 
a power that you do not acknowledge : 
I need not tell youj (he continued^ 
that I mean Religion~-a power which, 
I truft, will ever regulate my conduct, 
and which forbids me to be your wife/' 
I endeavoured^ though I believe 
very aukwardly, to treat her appre* 
henfions of my irreligion with ievity ; 
but. the offended angel rebuked me, 
and faid, << I beg. Sir, that our con- 

verfation 



V. 
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verfation may be fcrions ; if you have 
no rcfpefl: for Religion, you at leaft 
profefs yourliblf moft inviolably attach- 
ed to Truth and Honour; and indeed 
I muft do you the juftice to fay, that 
I never knew any human being on 
whofe generous veracitj? I could more 
implicitly confide: wretched indeed 
fhould I feel myfelf at this moment, if 
I were deftitute of that confolatory 
confidence; but my eftcem for you, 
Seymour, is fuch, that, I am firmly 
perfuaded, you have truth and mag- 
nanimity fufficient to fupport a weak 
woman againft yourfelf. Inftead of try- 
ing to delude me by any fpecies^ of 
hypocrify into a marriage, which muft 
render us both wretched if our religi- 
ous fentiments are fo widely di^erent 
as I have reafoo to apprehend, you, I 
am convinced, will have the genero- 

S^4 fity 
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iity to avow that difFcreiKe, if it exift?^ 
and to applaud my adherence to my 
duty in pronouncing it an infurmount* 
able obftacle to our union." I thanked 
her for the noble confidence which (he 
placed in my truth ; and aiTured her 
mod folemnly, that I would never at- 
tempt to deceive her in any article 
whatever ; ftill repeating, that there is, 
and (hall be, no obftacle to our union. 

Here, Edmund, the kind (bul in her 
turn caught a fudden ray of illufive 
hope, by half conftruing my words 
into a confeflion of faith ; and, look- 
ing at me with an angelic fweetnefs of 
countenance, (he faid, " Can you, 
Seymour, can you truly affirm, that 
you revere and believe in that Religion 
which I have been taught to regard as 
the only fure foundation of happinefs^ 
both in this world and the next J" I 

en- 
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endeavoured to evade the queftion, by 
vindicating the freedom of thought, 
«nd the native rights of the mind, to 
keep' any ideas fecret that related only 
to Heaven and itfelf. But, fhrinking 
from me with a face of horror, (he faid, 
•* I know, Seymour, you are too no- 
ble to utter a diredl falfhood ; and do 
not, I intreat you, do not ftoop to an 
^vafion ; there is no neceffity for any 
thing fo foreign to your nature. I have 
no right to pry farther into your fen* 
Itiments ; I have done with the fubjeft 
for ever, and have only to pray, which 
I do moft devoutly, that, however 
mifguided your early life may be, you 
may not end your days in this terrible 
delufion." Here the tender enthufiaft 
caft upon me a look fo piteous, that, I 
believe, at that moment Ihe beheld me 
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ill her fancy hurried away from her by 
iieudsy and finking into eternal perdi*^ 
tion* The image^ whatever it was, 
overwhelmed her ; £he burft into tears^ 
hid her lovely troubled countenance for 
a few moments^ and then endeavoured 
to quit the room. This» however, I 
could not fufier her to do. I detained 
her by paflionate fupplications. I con- 
jured her not to be fo flagrantly unjuft 
as to condemn me unheard. I faid^ 
that (he had hafiily and cruelly adopt- 
ed the mod terrific ideas of my impiety 
from the bafe fuggeflions of a proudt 
pharifaical priefl, who injured me in 
her opinion, becaufe, with a foolifh 
goodnature to indulge his paflion fqr 
wine, I had plunged into occafional 
intemperance, which I had not a pricft<* 
ly flomach to bear. I was growing 
fdll more fevere againft my fanftified 

enemy 
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cpemy Dr. Ayton, when Cornelia In- 
terrupted mc with vehement difplea* 
fore, and faid with an unufual keen- 
ncfs of manner, " You give me but 
too evident proofs of an unchriftian fpi^ 
lit, in this afperity againfl: a worthy Di- 
vine, who did full juftice to your many 
virtues, and only faid of your failings 
what his duty and his conlcience oblig- 
ed him to fay." I caught fire at this 
double infult ; this reproof to me, and 
panegyric on the man whom I have 
reafon to detefl*. I reminded my fevere 
monitor of the many diabolical inju- 
ries which thefe over-righteous zealots 
have committed in every age, under 
the ftale pretences of their duty and 
their confcience ; and I protefted that 
I had rather be the vileft outcaft of the 
world, abandoned by earth and Heaven, 
than one of thefe fan£lified dealers in 

flander. 
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flander, who poifon the peace of thcit^ 
dcquaintance by mifreprefentations of 
men more honeft than themfelves, and 
at the fame time pretend to be the 
only true fervants to the God of Truth* 
*' This Divine, faid I, whom you com- 
mend, my dear Cornelia, fo'much be- 
yond his defert, has impreffed a bar- 
barous panic on your tender imagina- 
tion ; he has made you coniider me as 
a monfter of impiety : I am apprifed, 
you fee, of the brutal idea, and of the 
brutal expreffion, with which he la- 
boured to divide us ; but I will ap- 
peal to your own honeft heart, againft 
your terrified imagination, except in 
that fatal night when intoxication be- 
reaved me of my fenfes, and when true 
charity would have caft a veil over my 
frantic words and actions, have I ever 
merited this outrageous appellation ? 

Nay, 
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Nay, I will go much farther : I will 
confent to refl all my hopes on the if- 
fue of this candid queftion. Do you 
not think in your confcience, from 
the perfed knowledge you have, of my 
general charader, that if you blefs me 
with your hand, my future life will 
be affedtionate and virtuous ?'* ** Ah, 
Seymour, faid the dear creature with 
a fbft emotion in which Love and 
Terror were blended, you have fuch 
indnuating addrefs, that I muft not lif« 
ten to you on a point in which it would 
prove fo very fatal to me to have my 
weak reafon overwhelmed or deluded, 
I (hall be ever ready to do the moft 
grateful juftice to your many noble 
and engaging qualities ; but I mud ne» 
ver forget that it is my duty, and my 
determination, to proteft, ^in the moft 
decifive manner, that nothing (hall ever 

tempt 
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tempt me to becbitie the wife of an Iri* 
fidel.** I reraonflrSted againft the in- 
jufticfe of giving this title to any man 
who paid a decent Regard to the cftab- 
lifiied Religion of his country. We 
Ikirmiflied for feme time on thisgrdund, 
tilt at laft, finding her inflexible, and 
being Torely galled by fomeharfli things 
(he faid, I went to fummon my reve- 
rend ally Mr. Danvers to my aid, and 
cherifiied a little hope that I might be 
:lble, with his affiftance, to give a more 
happy turn to the conteft. 

" Since, Madam, faid I, introducing 
rtiy venerable old friend, fince you are 
fo cruelly deaf to every thing I fay in 
my own favour, will you have the 
condefcenfion to let this worthy man 
of God plead with you in my behalf ? 
He does not reckon me a monfler of 
impiety, though a wretch of hs or- 
der 
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der has bafely reprefetitcd me ad fuch 
CO you.'* " I am forry, Madam^ faid 
the good Danvers, that many of our 
dignified clergy are fo apt to forget 
that charitable meeknefs and indul^ 
gence, which would become thetn 
much better than the contemptuous 
and cruel pride with which they oftcu 
treat perfons whom they fuppofe in- 
ferior to themfelves inholinefs, becaufe 
their ftation is different. I was Onee 
nearly branded as an Athcift myfelf^ by 
an offended Bi(hop» becaufe I had tho 
fpirit in my young days to rcfift an ar- 
bitrary abufe of his epifcopal privileges* 
I triumphed in the vindication of rtiy 
diaraiker ; but have fuffered not a 
little, perhaps, in my ecclefiaftical for- 
tune. The rank of Mr. Seymour hap- 
pily exempts him from being injured 
in the manner that we poor little par?-. 
4 fons 
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fons may be injured ; yet if any cruel 
mifreprefentation has prejudiced him 
in your good opinion, I will venture 
to fay, my dear Lady, that fuch pre* 
judice is a greater misfortune to him 
than the lofs of the richefl: benefice in 
the kingdom could be, to n^e; and J 
(hall think myfelf happy incleed if I 
an) able to redrefs the wrong that has 
been done, and to reinflate him in 
your favour. For my part, I have ever 
regarded thofe men as the moft meri- 
torious fervants of Goo, who do, in 
proportion to their abilities^ the greats 
eft number of good deeds ; and I be- 
lieve it would be difficult to find any 
man of Mr. Seymour's age, in the 
kingdom, who has .been more diftin- 
guilhed by ads of charity and munifir 
cence. For .ray own part, I am bouftd 
to bear witnefs to his virtues as long as 

I exiH, 
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I exift) for he has fayed one unhappy 
child of mine from impending deftruc« 
tion, and given efficacy and happinefs 
to the honeft exertions of a fecond. We 
have all the higheft reafon to blefs hims 
and it would grieve me to the foul to 
iee a lady fo lovely^ and fo truly be« 
loved as you are^ make fuch a fuitor 
unhappy (perhaps for life) in cohfe- 
quence of any religious prejudiceagainft 
bim, unworthily inftiUed into your 
tender mind." It was in this manner, 
my dear Edmund, that my honeft par- 
^n began to trumpet forth my praiies ; 
while I watched every change in the 
varying features of Cornelia. Though 
ihe liftened to Danvers with more fe- 
renity than ihe did to me, there was 
ilill an air of trouble on her counte- 
fiance, and, indead of encouraging my 
advocate by a fmile of acquiefcence in 
Vol. III. T his 
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hh patiegyrie, (he fecmed to be colled-* 
ing nil the powers of her mind to (up^ 
port a firm refiftance againft the com*-^ 
filled petitioners by whom (he faw 
hctfelf fo pcrtiiiaciouily befieged. 
Prom the ex^pfefitoii of her face while 
Danvets was fpeaking, t expeded a 
nty tart reply; but here I was agfcea*- 
bly difappointed. With that engaging 
and majcflic mildnefs which i^ pecu- 
liar to heffelf, ihe faid t6 my watm^ 
hearted panegyrift, ** We are not like- 
ly, my good Sir, to differ tMithegene- 
fofityof Mr.l^eymour, to which it feems 
we have both of us very uiiccKnraou 
obligations. For my own part, I am 
>j^illing to conlider it as a hew proof of 
his generofity towards me, that he has 
chofen a njan of your age and charac* 
ter to be the arbitrator of the painful 
but important difference between tis, 

- '• '^ For 
6 
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For you, my worthy old friend, you' 
?re involved in a fituation fomewhat 
fimilar to ojinc. I can feel for you ^^ 
as I feel for myfelf ; you arc partl/v 
overwhelmed by a fenfe of gratitude 
and attachment to Mr. Seymour, and 
yet will find yourfelf, as I am, under 
a bitter neceflity to pronounce againft 
bim« 1 am confident that a man fo 
rcfpeflable as you are for a long Ufa 
«>f piety will never advife me to accept! 
as my hUfband an enemy to • the God 
whom you ferve/' ** Heaven forbid ! 
exclaimed the fpirited Dan vers. If I 
were weak and wicked enough to do fo 
for any worldly temptation, believe me, 
Madam, I (hiould.be, like the pemtent 
aad pious Craumer, diftradted by th« 
ftiife of my own infirmity, and eager 
to atone for it by Mtertyrdom. But^ 
on the other ude, my dear lady, lee 

!r « us 
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US be cautious for Heaven's fake, and 
not treat any perfon too haftily as an 
enemy to God. Surely that very hard 
appellation cannot be juftly applied to 
our generous friend, I fpeak not with 
any reference to his bounty towards 
myfelf. There have been, God knows, 
many enemies of God, who have 
lavished their treafure on his unworthy 
minifters; but fu rely thefe men have 
been widely different in their charac- 
ters and their purfuits from Mr. Sey- 
mour." Here, Edmund, the gentle 
Cornelia appeared confufed ; feemed to 
think flie had gone too far, and looked 
half-relenting* I would not interrupt 
my devout advocate, and only prefled 
her hand in iilence. " I will tell you, 
my dear Madam, very frankly, conti- 
nued Danvers, lilat Mr. Seymour has 
confefTcd to me that his mind was ne- 

.v^'- ver 
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vcr difciplincd and inftruiSed, as it 
.ought to have been, in the principles 
jof our faith. Like moft young men 
of his rank, he has hitherto thought 
.too little or too lightly of our moft im- 
portant concerns ; yet, inftead of call- 
ing him an enemy to Religion, I (hould 
rather call him its friend, iince he ex- 
prefles a great defire to adopt more fe- 
jious ideas, and iince he purfues the 
mpft Jikely method to make him a good 
and religious man, by trying to con- 
ne£t hirafelf with a Jady fo attached to 
her lacred duties, and by promifing 
that his children (hall have the advan- 
tage, which he has unhappily wanted 
himfelf, of an early religious education. 
Surely a manfo benevolently difpofed 
will be gradually enlightened by the 
perfed knowledge of that Divine Maf- 
ter whom* he is defirbusto know, and 

T 2 whom, 



whom, when he has once truly knowft 
the beatitude of his fervice, he can 
never fbrfake. Your virtue, my dear Ma** 
dam, uill have the glory and the dc** 
light of accomplifliing a work fo ange- 
lic. Do not, therefore, I entreat you, 
by a precipitate rejed^ion, exafperate the 
high but well-difpofed fpirit of an ar*- 
dent yourig man, who lo^es you almoft 
to diftra£tion. Do not make him, 
what he has been too haftiiy called, an 
enemy to Religion." Cornelia was fb 
deeply afFefted by this unexpefted in^ 
treaty from the good old Divine, that 
her gentle bofom began to heave with 
lemotions that I was willing to fuppofe 
the efFe<Jl of returning tendernefs. As 
ihe had hid her lovely impafiioned 
countenance, I thought I had every 
reafon to conftrue her filcnce into con- 
fent, and catclainaed with impetuous 

rap- 
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j-Bpture, •* My fweet angej yields tf 
your heavenly perfuafion ! (be will bf 
mine I O thou yirorthy man of Godj 
faid If clafpiQg th^ h»)d of the delight- 
€d Danvers, thou (b»it fpcedily cp^i^ 
plete thy bleflffid work. Here ia a^ in^ 
^rumcnt that will ^uthor/^e thee t$> 
^Juite U3 immediately for ever/' 

At t^eiib words, I drew the fpecul 
licence from my pocket ^ but it feemed 
$0 turn into a warrant for my de^tl^ 
the moment I beheld the countenance 
with which the recovering Cornelia 
DOW ga^ed upon it. Her fnodeft eyes 
lightened with indignation at the fight* 
She accufed me of prefuwp^Hous vapi- 
ty-^of indelicate precipitation. ^ Shp 
expreffed i horror of feeing her ,naqs»e 
indecently »nd fraudulently united to 
mine in the public papers. |u ihort, 
flie difc&vered a degree ^f anger ai^ 

T4 ' re- 
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refentment that I thought her gentle 
fpirit incapable of feeling upon any 
provocation ; but as this was the meie 
anger of offended modefty, which I 
had not meant to offend , I thought 
myfelf almoft fure of appealing it. I 
aflured her with great truth, that I 
had taken efFe^lual means to guard 
againft a confequence which had 
^ihocked her imagination Co much ; and 
that, fo far from being really guilty of 
any intended offence to her delicacy, 
I was ready at that inftant to pay it 
perhaps the higheft compliment that 
was ever offered to that mofi: amiable 
quality in woman, that if (he would 
only permit the excellent Mr, Datifvers 
to read the fervice to ud, I would al- 
low her, the moment it was ended, to 
banifii me to any part of the globe, 
and for any period (he pleafed^^I 

wpuic) 
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would never claim, her as my wifetiil 
the very hour airived that file (hoald 
herfelf appoint. . I &id much on thi^ 
topic, and with a romantic .tendernef^ 
and iincerity that entirely baniflied her 
refentment* She appeared indeed {a 
much foftened, that my reverend ally, 
conceiving freih hopes, began to re- 
new his fupplication ; but, befone h& 
could finiih d fingle fentence, a moft^ 
deep and terrific, iighburft from her' 
heart, and (he exclaimed, '*0 Dan^ 
vers, Danvers, is it poflible. that you 
can dcfert me! then Heaven is my 
only refuge ; and Heaven infpire me 
for my defence !" •' Defert you, Ma- 
dam! cried the high-fpirited though 
iimple Danvers, much galled by her 
expreffion. Heaven is my witnefs, that 
I never yet deferred man, woman, or 
(rhild, in any kind of diflreis ; and 
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J0O, my dear Madam, would be the 
laft pcrfbti in the world towards whoizy 
I could be tempted to a£t fo di(honour«- 
ibtea part» I maj be deluded by my 
own gratitude ; but I proted to God 
that I fpeak uncanfcious of any imw 
proper or felfifh bias. I have adviied 
you to accept my friend, and have 
given that advice, not from a fordid 
motive, but upon a religious princi^^ 
pie; becaufc I deem it our general 
dujty rather to allure a well-meaoingy 
though unfettled mind, to the tru^Re* 
Irgion^ by gentlenefs and indulgence, 
than to drive it into confiroaed infide^ 
Jity by any rigorous treatment/* '*For* 
give me, my venerable friend, faid 
Cornelia, extending her hand to Dan<« 
vers with a fweetnefs of manner pecu** 
liar to herfelf, forgive me, I entreat 
you ; and be aflured that I have the 

mofl 
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fnoft perfcft coufidenoe id yo^ inti^- 
grity. The mild andChriftiaii prioci* 
pk ivhich you have profefied doe&^you 
hoDoiir as a minifber to the Ood of 
mercy ; but a litlle refledion will con- 
vince you, my good frietid, that it 
ica^not be applicable to my cruel Htu- 
ation. When you hear the arguments 
and the feelrmgs which I have to op- 
poieto your advice, and which render 
me inflexible in the refolution I havie 
^kfcn, you, I ana fure, will never wiih 
me to give my hand to any perfon who 
confiders that Gofpel, by which we en- 
deavour to regulate our lives, as a mafs 
of abfurdity and impofture/' " B^r*- 
barous, barbarous Cornelia ! cried r, 
with a bram that feemed on fire with 
indignation, is it by cruelty alone that 
you can prove yourfelf a Chrillian? 
-But let noe fhew you, Madam, the 

bafe* 
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bafencis, the inhumanity, of this treat* 
ment. I will fuppofe for a moment 
that fuch an idea as you impute to me 
exifls in my mind. Is it candid, is it 
charitable, is it juft, that you fhould 
violently tear open the recefles of my 
foul, force from thence any fecret I 
would hide, and make it the oilenfible 
ground of your argument againft me ? 
Let me (hew you the unutterable bar- 
barity of fuch proceeding, by turning 
it back upon yourfelf. Let me fup*« 
pofe for an inftant that you had a 
foible hid in your heart, which you 
would rather die than difcover.-p^let 
me fuppofe (forgive a vain fuppofition 
introduced only for argument)-f-let me 
fuppofe that you loved me with an 
affedion fo exqui{i(:ely jealous that you 
could not fee me throw an idle ipoF- 
tive arm around a young damfel with- 
S out: 
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out being ready to faint at the fight; 
would it be fair in me to argue, as yba 
have argued, from the fuppofed foible 
of my antagonifl: ? couldi have a right 
to fay. Madam, I have fearched into 
your heart and ibul, and you ought 
to marry me becaufe you will die with 
jealoufy if you refufe? Yet, if I ar- 
gued thus, I fliould argue far lefs un« 
generoufly than my Cornelia has nov;r 
argued agaipd me/'-— Here, Edmpnd, 
I muft confefs to you that my own 
heart began to revolt againft my 
tongue; and though I could not re- 
cede, I felt that refentment had hur- 
ried me too far, when I faw the deep 
and burning blufli that feemed to drowti 
all the features of Cornelia, when I 
hazarded my fuppofition, too cruelly 
founded on truth. As foon as her elo- 
quent blood betrayed her emotion, (he 

hid 
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hid her face from us, I paufed for her 
reply, half afhamed of what I had 
faid, and half terrified at her expcQbcd 
rcptoaoh. But here the gentle crea- 
ture triumphed over me by language 
a thoufand times more powerful thaii 
the moft vehement inveftive. 
• Removing her handkerchief from 
her lovely and half recovered counte- 
nance, (hetunied to the good aftoniihed. 
old Divine, and faid to him, with ml 
inconceivable tenderoefs of voice^ 
•• Mr. Danvers, I coofidcr you as a> 
very kind and very indulgent father ;• 
I (hall not therefore fcrupte to confefs 
in your preience ail the weaknefs of a 
heart that is weak in the extreme ; yet 
is (li)l, I truft, fupported by Heai/eiu 
Mr. Seymour, I fiu<|, is perfedly ap- 
priled that my ^SeOuon for him has 
run into great extravagance and folly. 

I am 
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lam not aiigry witWthofe who hare 
betrayed to him my hifirmities^ becaufe 
I know they have been influenced bjr 
the puref): and mo (I beiievolent intesLm 
tiows, and becatiie I have no vaiia mih 
to appear in Mr. Seymour's eyes fu- 
perior to what I ana, a very weak and 
fond woman. O Seymour, you ac- 
cufe me of cruelty and pride ; { hope [ 
Isevfer had thofe qualities ; but, if I had, 
i am now humbled in the duil : this 
venerable, this indulgent judge of hu* 
man frailties will pity and forgive me, 
while I own to you, to foften your 
exafperated fpirit, that you are as dear 
to me as my own foul. Both he and 
Heaven, I truft, will applaud me for 
sadding, that you are not, and I am 
convinced you never can be, fo dear to 
me as the more precious fouJs of my 
children!'* This repeated aud moft 

in* 
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ingenuous avowal of her love melted 
jme into tears. I threw myfelf at her 
feet^ and protefted with great truths 
t-hat if her' children had been my own 
I could not idolize them more than I 
do* I repeated all I had ever promifed 
coticerning their religious education. 
The good Danvers was greatly afFeft- 
cd ; and while he applauded Cornelia's 
maternal piety, expreffcd a hope that 
be ihould yet live to fee us forming 
the happieft family in the world.— 
•* Never, Sir,- faid the fighing, yet 
more and more refolute Cornelia. Ther« 
is a noble, romantic, yet dangerous, 
pride of fpirit in Mr. Seymour, which 
renders him very unwilling to relin- 
quifh atiy opinions he has adopted; 
and he has been"^ moft unhappily led to 
think the Gofpel an impofture. Good 
Heaven, how grievous it is, that a 

mind 



CORNELIA SEDLEY. 2S9 

mind fo generous, fo tender, fo appa* 
rently formed by nature to exult in the 
bleffings of Chriftianity, fliould confi- 

« 

der the Prophets and Apoftles of that 
Religion as a fet of defpicable deceivers. 

" Whence, but from Heaven, could men 

^* unlkiird in arts, 
** In feveral ages born, in feveral parts, 
*^ Weave fuch agreeing truths ? or hovv, 

^^ or why, 
*' Should all confpire to cheat us with a lie 
** Unaik'd ) their pains ungrateful, their 

*^ advice 
** Starving their gain, and martyrdom 

** their price ?" 

While the beautiful enthufiaft re- 
peated thefe fpirited verfes of Dryden, 
there was an angelic luftre in her coun- 
tenance, fuperior to every thing that I 
ever beheld. Danvers and 1 flood 
almoft entranced virith admiration.^— 

Vol. III. U «^ Strange 
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** Strange and terrible, continued the 
lovely preacher, as Infidelity appears 
to a tender and devout fpirit, we fee, 
alas ! that it is dreadfully prevalent ; 
and particularly among thofe perfons of 
rank and fortune who are moft likely 
to be the aflbciates of Mr. Seymour: 
and hence there can be little probabi- 
lity of an early change in his mind. 
Indeed 1 have read, in the works of 
one who had deeply ftudiedall hunian 
failings, and who judged of them with 
true Chriftian tendernefs, that impiety 
is of all mortal infirmities the moft dif- 
ficult of cure ; becaufe the pride of in- 
credulity, different from many danger- 
ous paflions, which naturally decline 
in th6 latter ftages of life, fprings afreih 
in that feafon, and is fortified by age *. 

You, 

* Note by the Editor, 

Cornelia f :ems to have alluded here to the 
following paffage in the eloquent Sermoiis of 

Maf- 
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You, my dear unhappy Seyiiwur, are 
probably deflined to a long life ; and it ' 
fhall be my fervent prayer that you 
may prove an happy exception to this 
rule ; but without any expedlation that 
we can be ever united. I am convinced 
that we never can. And, believe me, 
iii my firm rejection of your ofFers, 
however cruel you may call it, I am 
influenced by motives of kindnefs to- 
tvat-dsyou, as well as by afenfe of my 
own duty. Were I your wife at this 
moment, I (hould fee you fupremely 

Maffillon : ** II en eft peu qui reviennent des 
** routes egarecs oti rimpiete les conduit. L'on 
•* ne revient gii^res de la depravation impie dc 
** la raifon. Les annees muriflent les paffions» 
** mais Torgueil de I'incredulite renait et fe for- 
** tifie avec les annees. Plus les annees de- 
*' viennent fericufes, plus elles donnent du cre- 
** dit, et une forte de bon air a la philofophic 
** de I'impietc ; et la vieillefle eft le tems ou 
" rimpie s'en fait plus d'honneur, et ou elle lui 
** attire auffi plus d'cloges de la part de fes imi- 
** tateurs," Paraphrafc du Pfeaume XJ[I. 

U 2 wretch- 
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wretched.'* Here I interrupted her with 

vehement proteftations of her miftake. 

But (he replied with a calm dignity, 

•< Hear me patiently, I entreat you, 

Seymour, becaufe, fince I have inge-** 

iiuoufly laid open all the fond weak* 

nefs of my heart to you, and to our 

venerable friend, I can now talk to you 

with ao eafe and confidence that I nevei 

could attain before ; and; I am pec-^ 

fuaded I (hall make you tijough ixot 

a convert to Religion (would. to Heaven 

I could !) yet a convert to the pro- 

priety and to the kindnetfs of my cpnj* 

du£l. I mud repeat and maintain what 

I have iaid : you muft be wretched 

were I your wife ; becaufe you mud 

fee me haunted by terrors that you 

could neither cure nor condemn. I 

(hould not only feel that painful foli* 

citude for your eternal felicity which 

I muft 



I muft ever feel, rhawever divided from 
you ; l^ut I (hould jbe diftra£led by aa 
i^iceffant dread dj^t my dew boys, 
who, as they grew ^p, .mu ft naturally 
lopl: ^to you as 

^^ T&e glafs of fafiuGD, and the moiild 

c** of form, 
f ^ TV flWery'd of stU ofcfervers ;" 

wowld imperjceptibly cateh from you 
that in^iety which you would te too 
gjQperou^to teacii them. They would 
langfi at their jpoor credulou^s de.rout 
mother; aiid, tasted by the infec- 
fipqg though unavowed fpirit of the 
alluring Infidel, they would plunge——* 
O Gon I my whole heart is convulfed 
with anguifli at the bare idea of this 
uqivfirfal mifery. No, Seymour, what- 
ever agonies I may endure in tearing 
ixiyfelf from you, nothing (hall ever 
tempt me to incur the hazard of prov* 

ing 
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ing the bane, the perdition, of mf 
children ! You, my good Danvers, 
you will no more advife me to a mar- 
riage that offers fuch a profpefl: to the 
keen perceptions of a mother.*' ** No, 
iny dear; MadaoQ, .cried the deejily- 
afFefted old man ; I would fooner for- 
feit all the bleffings I owe to the boun- 
ty of Mr. Seymour, and all the littte 
property 1 poflefs in the world, than 
urge you to adt in oppbfition to the 
diftates of your own angelic fpirit, and 
of that Heaven by whom you feem to 
be infpired." The honeft old man 
was quite overwhelmed by this fcene ; 
and having kifled the hand of Corne- 
lia, and bathed it with his tears, he 
quitted the room, to tranquillize or to 
conceal the vifible diforder of his 
nerves. For my own part, I was not 
fo much foftened by her maternal ten- 

dernefs. 
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dernefs, nor even by the frank con- 
feffion of her love to me, as I was 
galled, mortified, and exafperated, by 
her faintly pride, and determinate re* 
jeftion of my hand. As Danvers was 
going out of the room, (he had defined 
him to order her chaife ; and though 
the old man, in a broken voice, had 
begged her to ftay the night, (he pe- 
remptorily refuled, and prefled for the 
carriage immediately. This contri- 
buted to increafe my fplecn, my re-.^ 
fentment, my depreffion. I fat con- 
founded and ftupified with a thou- 
fand wretched fenfations. The poor 
Caroline came in to us, trembling in 
her turn at the proud faint's difplea- 
furc. But to Caroline Ihe was all 
goodnefs — pardoned her for her fhare 
in the confpiracy, and renewed her 
commands for the carriage. . This ob- 

fUnate 
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ftinatti-rcfolution to depart provoked 
me to upbraid her for her pride ; b^ut, 
by; att afFeftionate rebuke, ihe reduced 
me to knee), and aik her forgivenefs. 
She forgave me ; but was refolute to^ 
go* This readered me half frantic 
again ; and at lafl, aftonifhed and al- 
moft petrified at her inflexibility^ I fit 
f>lent and motionlefs^ while fhe bade 
me farewell) and haftened to her 
chaife. 

All the fubfequent occurrences, my 
dear Edmund,. I have related to you 
already.' I (ball therefore clofe.this 
Jong narrative by obferving, that th« 
whole adventure appears to me rather 
as a wild and troubled dream than as 
a feries of incidents that have really 
paffed. What influeocc they may 
have on my future life^ Heaven only 
knows. At prefent I pity Cornelia, 
4 , . ^J^d 
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and pity myfelf. Our ftpong mutual 
afFedion has made us both completely 
uncomfortable ; nor can I fee any 
clear profpeft that we (hall ever con* 
duce to the happinefs of each other. 

*' Tantum Religio potuit fuadere ma- 
lorum/* 

^^ Such deviliih ads Religion could 
perfuade/^ 

Thcfe, I think, are the words of 
poor Creech, in tranflatiug this cele* 
brated line : but if they are fo, ha 
tranflated like a booby ; and bis lan« 
guage is too grofs to be applied, evei> 
by offended pailiou, to my dear and 
delicate, though inflexiblei^ Cornelia. 
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